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LETTERS 


RENT CITY 


Not a fan of the tech generation: 
This is how you drive all the blue-collar 
folks in San Francisco out of the city in 
favor of a certain class of geeks who 
walk around all day long with their 
noses staring at a mechanical elec- 
tronic device [“Sharing Government: 
The City’s Spectacular Appeasement 
of Airbnb Only Threatens Those Who 
Want to Live Here,” Joe Eskenazi, Your 
Humble Narrator, 10/14]; they drive 
though people on the street with their 
cars, shoulder them as they walk down 
the street and cause death and may- 
hem when they walk into the street 
without looking. 

ThomasBlatter 


Another reader calls it just grow- 
ing pains: It’s natural for an emerging 
concept let alone entire market (shar- 
ing economy) to encounter backlash at 
first. However, there’s no disputing 
this peer-to-peer platform idea is here 
to stay. 

Madeleine 


AH, 
MEMORIES 


Nostalgia for a stadium: Ugh. I miss 
the Stick... went to the new stadium 
and it is generic as it comes [“Go, 
Fight, Win!: Levi's Stadium Is Outper- 
forming Candlestick in the Arrest Cat- 
egory, Too, Joe Eskenazi, Sucka Free 
City, 10/24]. And being out in the 
boonies, they might as well call them- 


“Maybe S.F. Is just 
bored with drag 
queens . Punk, 
goth, and disco 
are over. Time to 
give it up and do 
something else.” 


OLDSKOOLPUNK, COMMENTING 

ON “QUEENS VS. THE MACHINE: 
DRAG'S LONG FIGHT FOR ACCEPTANCE 
LANDS IT IN THE WEIRDEST 

PLACE OF ALL - THE MAINSTREAM" 


DRAGTOWN 


Interests could be changing: 
Maybe S.F. is just bored with drag 
queens [“Queens Vs. the Machine: 
Drag’s Long Fight for Acceptance 
Lands It in the Weirdest Place of All 
— the Mainstream,” Rachel Swan, 
feature, 10/14]. Punk, goth, and 
disco are over. Time to give it up and 
do something else. 


oldskoolpunk 


LETTERS POLICY 

We welcome letters to the editor via mail, email, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
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selves the Santa Clara 49ers. Sucha 
bad move to move out of S.F. RIP Can- 
dlestick... For all the fog, cold, wind, 
and grit, that was real spirit. 

Carley Amigone 


MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 
835 Market Street, Suite 550 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
Fax: //7-1839 
Email: letters@sfweekly.com 
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LETTER FROM THEEDITOR 


What a week this has been. If you've been following the papers, ours 
and certainly many others, you know that our sister publication, the 
San Francisco Bay Guardian, was closed last week. Though the two 
papers often had a contentious past (see Joe Eskenazi’s column on page 
10 for more on that), the loss of a newspaper is never a good thing fora 
city. But in the midst of all that, we managed to add two members to 
our team. 

As last, we have a new Music Editor in Emma Silvers. Emma has 
written for us often and well in the past, and filled in when former 
editor lan S. Port was traveling the world. She’s a terrific writer and 
has big feelings about the state of the music scene, which we look 
forward to reading about in future issues. We've also added a new 
Staff Writer, Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez. Joe gets in the middle 
of whatever noise is going on in the city and brings back tales of 
adventure and malfeasance. You'll also see his byline in our other 
sister paper, the San Francisco Examiner. 

One last bit of news, too. Our Food & Drink Editor, Anna Roth, 
has a piece in the just-released anthology, Best Food Writing 2014. 
Anna’s piece is “Austerity Measures,” a story she wrote for the 
weekly about spending a week on food stamps in September 2013. 
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Give it a look and keep an eye on the pages of SF Weekly as we head 
into the laboratory and keep on experimenting. 
Brandon R. Reynolds, Editor 
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In which the city — now officially - doesn’t know where the hell anything Is. 


By Joe Eskenazi 


Industry best practices in 
the field of “checking to see if your sup- 
ply room actually contains what your 
system says it does” are 95 percent. If 
the supply room has what the system 
says it does, in the quantity it says it 
does, 19 times out of 20 — you're good. 
In a recent Controller’s Office audit 
of the San Francisco General Hospital 
supply room, that lofty mark was not 
reached. Of 24 items the controller 
spot-checked, 23 weren't in the quan- 
tity or location the hospital’s invento- 
ry system said they'd be. 
That’s a 4 percent accuracy rate. 
Queried if this is as bad as it 
sounds, auditor Mamadou Gning 
responded immediately and with a 
hint of disbelief such a question even 
needed to be asked: “Oh, yes!” 
Getting it wrong 96 percent of the 
time renders SFGH an outlier. But not 
by as much as you’ hope. Controller’s 
audits of storerooms at Laguna Hon- 
da Hospital and the Port of San Fran- 
cisco revealed a “discrepancy rate” of 


between 21 and 48 percent (5 percent, 


again, is the target). 

SFGH is also typical in not using 
barcoding to keep track of its wares. 
(It warrants mentioning that June 26 
marked the 40th anniversary of the 
first commercial scan of a barcode — 
a pack of Juicy Fruit gum at a super- 
market in Troy, Ohio.) 

To call barcoding ubiquitous in 
the commercial world would be an 
understatement. Explaining why is 





Fred Noland 


almost as needless as asking Gning 

if a 4 percent accuracy rating is prob- 
lematic. But, for the sake of argument, 
barcoding hardware firms claim that a 
99 percent inventory accuracy rating 
is “the norm.” Which 

is a lot higher 








than 4 percent. 

Barcoding is, in fact, little-used 
throughout San Francisco, a city with 
hundreds of millions of dollars of in- 
ventory sitting on its shelves (or not). 
Asked if there’s a reason for this, Tonia 

Lediju, the director of city au- 
dits, mentions startup costs 
and training. Asked if 
; es there's a good reason 


for this, she pauses. “I don’t know 
we have an answer to that.” 

The Public Utilities Commission, 
it turns out, does use barcoding — 
on most, but not all, of its invento- 
ry. Muni, however, doesn’t use it to 
track the 21,000 parts in its many 
storerooms. Mechanics say they 
frequently cannot obtain needed 
items. Managers say automated 
reordering is routinely overridden 
when Muni wants to pinch pennies. 

Agency spokesman Paul Rose 
says Muni is “working towards” 
using barcoding, which “is planned” 
to be part of a new asset-manage- 
ment system in 2015. 

That’s only 19 years after an- 
other audit excoriated Muni for 
not using barcoding. Still, per the 
dictionary, this is a measure of 
“progress.” 


i 





Hardware 
Software 


A San Francisco store 
helps construct the 
future. 


A futuristic hardware store 
likely wouldn't look dramatically dif- 
ferent from a retro hardware store. 
You've got hammers, nails, that om- 
nipresent garden hose smell. Some 
things don’t change. But some things 
do. A clerk whipping out a smart- 
phone to price-check your purchase: a 
whiff of the future. 

As such, customers at San Fran- 
cisco Cole Hardware stores have, 
unknowingly, been treated to a 
vision of hardware shopping yet- 
to-be. 

The San Francisco establish- 
ments are “alpha test sites” for Epi- 
cor, a business software firm pre- 
viously known by the equally Ter- 
minator-worthy names of Activant 
and Triad. Doodads customers can 
see (the smartphone says your Wif- 
fle Ball bat is $4.99!) and inventory 
programs they can’t will soon grace 
thousands of Ace, True Value, and 
Do It Best hardware stores. 

“We work with [Epicor] to test 
and design the new features,” says 
Robin Miller, Cole’s director of op- 
erations. Prior to working for the 
store, he was an engineer and de- 
signer for the Dublin-based Epicor. 
Accordingly, Cole Hardware’s city lo- 
cations are among only half a dozen 
stores serving as the tip of the tech 
spear for hardware software. 

“Any hardware store in the na- 
tion you walk into, you might see 
something we had a hand in,” Miller 
says. 

So, San Franciscans can visit the 
future without leaving the city. And 
buy hammers. JE 





Foul 
Language 


After the recent Mission 
Playground flap, activists 
are questioning San 
Francisco's use of 
monolingual signs. 


cer metaphor for San Francisco’s 
sudden decision to retract its field 
reservation policy in light of the 


There’s no appropriate soc- 








now-infamous “Mission Playground 
Is Not For Sale Video,” which shows 
a group of tech employees displacing 
neighborhood Latino soccer players 
from a pocket park in the Mission. 


Perhaps we're better served with an 
expression from American football: 
The city called an audible. The video, 
meanwhile, became a perfect gentri- 
fication parable. 

And local activists turned their 
attention to a different element of 
the conflict: a green sign posted 
outside the soccer field, listing its 
“open play hours.” 

“Permit holders have priority on 
the fields at all times,” the sign says. 
“Permits will only be issued during 
open play hours for special events.” 

Within three weeks of the video 
getting posted to YouTube, some- 
one had painted over those lines, 
and over another line that had 
posted the number for San Francis- 
co's Recreation and Park Permit and 


Reservations Office. It was a small 
act of civil disobedience that spoke 
for an escalating culture war. 

Soccer fields have become the 
latest battlefront in the city’s de- 
bate over who should have access 
to public space. For years, Mission 
Playground was a hard-scrabble 
blacktop pitch where players got 
huge scabs from sliding on the 
ground. In 2012, though, the city 
spent $7.5 million installing new 
lights, astroturf, and a slew of other 
amenities, including the green signs 
that have now become a major 
point of contention. Not only do 
they indicate that the neighbor- 
hood field is now a commodity, they 
also symbolize who that commodity 
is for. 


The signs are written exclusively 
in English, which strikes many 
people as an insult in a traditionally 
Spanish-speaking neighborhood. 
“It just seems like common sense 
that you'd have the sign in multiple 
languages, when you take into ac- 
count the culture of where this park 
lies,” community organizer Oscar 
Grande says. 

In 2001, the Board of Supervi- 
sors passed a law to address that 
very sentiment, appropriately 
titled the Language Access Or- 
dinance. While the law doesn’t 
expressly require all city signs to 
be written in the city’s three main 
languages — English, Spanish, and 
Chinese — it mandates that “offi- 
cial materials” be adapted to serve 


areas with a high concentration of 
non-English speakers. 

So it’s not a huge leap for Span- 
ish-speaking soccer players in the 
Mission to ask for a culturally ap- 
propriate park sign. 

Though the Mission Playground 
sign is now moot, the language 
issue is cause for hand-wringing at 
SF Rec & Park, whose administra- 
tors have asked the city’s Office of 
Civic Engagement & Immigrant Af- 
fairs for advice on which park signs 
should be amended. A few “com- 
mon-sense’” translations certainly 
wouldn’t hurt, OCEIA’s Executive 
Director Adrienne Pon says. 

And clearly, nothing will acceler- 
ate that process like an embarrass- 
ing viral video. Rachel Swan 
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NO | 
ON unfair beverage taxes. 


Paid for by No on E: Stop Unfair Beverage Taxes, Coalition for an Affordable 
City, with major funding by American Beverage Association California PAC. 
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THE BIZ 


Extre! 
Extre! 


By 


In an era when newspaper 
copy editors have gone the way of thé 
full-size spare tire, readers are inggeas- 
ingly faced with the odd typo orfnala- 
propism. But, for the most paft, 
newspapers remember how(o spell 
their own names. So, BayAArea resi- 
dents were likely jarre#by missives 
mailed to their homgs offering them a 
one-year subscripfion to the San Fran- 
cisc& Chronical for a mere $799.95. 

If you phone the actual Chronicle, 
however, you could get the same deal 
for $611. 

That’s because the Chronical offer 
was made by Associated Publishers 
Network, a Nevada-based “subscrip- 
tion agent” claiming to peddle “over 
600 magazines.” Doing business 
under this and dozens of other 
names, it has amassed nearly 900 
complaints with the Better Business 
Bureau — which awarded it an “F” 
grade. The BBB has issued a warning 


oakland 


iV icc. 


SAN FRANCISCSK CHRONICAL 
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to would-be consumers, as have 
newspaper and magazine publishers 
across the nation. A Chronicle cus- 
tomer service rep requested those 
receiving bogus renewal notices 
contact the paper, which is gathering 
ammunition for “an action.” 

Calls to the number listed on the 
Chronical subscription pitch reached 


a third-party customer service 
center. The woman who answered 
described Associated Publishers 
Network as “not recognized” by the 
publishers of the periodicals it of- 
fers, as it “works with clearing firms 
who work with publishing houses.” 
If and when subscribers receive 
their papers — and that’s a big if 
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6x GRAMMY©-winning contemporary jazz innovator 


DAVID 
SANBORN 


510 EMBARCADERO WEST, OAKLAND 510-238-9200 





Wed, Oct 22 


Music legend & Rock ‘N’ Roll Hall-of-Famer 


LEON RUSSELL 





Thu, Oct 23 


An Evening with 


TERRY BOZZIO 


Mon, Oct 277 - Spirits & Souls CD Release 
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Avante-garde Miles collaborator 


THE DAVE LIEBMAN 
UC US UL SUES 
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Wed, Oct 29 


2014 EBAYC GALA 


w/ guest artist Ellona Santiago 


Thu, Oct 30 - Sun, Nov 2 


HIROMI: THE TRIO PROJECT 


feat. Anthony Jackson (bass) 
PAYG IUR CATR) 


Mon-Tue, Nov 3-4 44th Anniversary Tour 
Hits include “A Horse With No Name” and “Sister Golden Hair” 
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Wed, Nov 5 


GRACE KELLY 
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Credit Card Payment Go To 
www ..unitedpubex.com 


nal were h®aup to renew their sub- 
scriptions to the imaginary Madison 
State Journal. 

As for what advantage it would 
bring a subscriber to pay $189 more 
to a shady third-party than to the 
Chronicle itself, the customer service 
repanswered-euiekly and honestly: 

’ There wouldn't be one.” 


— they'll be paying a middleman a 
bundle for it. 

She claimed the use of the term 
Chronical was a typo — though 
the firm has offered subscriptions 
to publications with titles closely 
matching real ones in other states, 
too. In Wisconsin, for example, 
readers of the Wisconsin State Jour- 
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CHRIS TURNER AND MARA HRUBY 


Fri, Nov 14 


DAVE HOLLISTER 


Thu-Sun, Nov 20-23 


GOAPELE 


For tickets & current show info: YOSHIS.COM / 510-238-9200 
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POLITICIANS CAN EMBRACE MARIJUANA AND NOT RISK THEIR JOBS. FOR NOW, THEY CAN ALSO SAFELY IGNORE IT. 


The Weed Vote 


Power players in Sacramento 
are finally taking Nate Bradley's phone 
calls. 

It only took a few years, a couple 
billion dollars in future business poten- 
tial, and as many as one million votes. 

In 2010, the former Northern 
California sheriff's deputy was a toxic 
commodity. A combination of budget 
cuts and mental strain had put him 
out of law enforcement. His choice of 
a second career, an ex-cop preaching 
the value of cannabis and the foolish- 
ness of the drug war, meant politi- 
cians wanted nothing to do with him. 

This has changed. “T’ve had two or 
three members of Congress come up 
to me and ask, ‘Are you running an 
initiative? We really need the votes,” 
Bradley says from his Sacramento of- 
fice, where he’s now half the full-time 
paid staff of the California Cannabis 
Industry Association. 

He isn’t blowing smoke. Other 
Capitol staffers say marijuana indus- 
try types have become some of the 
most popular people in the room. 
Even aides to straight-laced law-and- 
order types are taking their business 
cards. “They’re saying, ‘I can’t work 
with you yet, but I want to know 
you,” an Assembly aide tells me. 


This makes sense. Power in Amer- 
ica originates in two places: money 
and votes. And as a billion-dollar 
industry — a 2010 estimate pegged 
the state’s pot crop, illegal and legal, 
at $14.8 billion, seven times as big 
as wine; state tax collectors peg legal 
weed sales at around $1 billion — 
with at least 750,000 card-carrying 
medical marijuana users around the 
state, cannabis has plenty of both. 

The weed vote was here all along. 
Failed legalization measure Prop. 19 
received more votes than Republican 
gubernatorial hopeful Meg Whitman 
in 2010. The federal Justice Depart- 
ment’s crackdown on state-legal 
medical weed, active in California in 
2011, never quite spread to swing 
state Colorado, where legalization was 
on the ballot (and where President 
Barack Obama picked up electoral 
votes in 2012). 

Within six weeks of Colorado and 
Washington going legal, 
Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom 
declared his support for le- 
galization to the New York 
Times — just two years 
after he'd opposed it. At 
the same time, poll after 
poll revealed record sup- 
port across the country for 
change on cannabis. The 


weed vote hadn't arrived; it ,uEE | 





had become impossible to ignore. 

With this proven base of support, 
politicians can declare support for 
ending marijuana prohibition in the 
best way possible: safely. “It’s becom- 
ing less and less of a liability,” says 
political consultant Jim Ross, who 
managed Newsom’s first run for San 
Francisco mayor in 2003. “There’s no 
negative. That’s a big deal.” 

The consequence is that marijuana 
is now being used without getting 
pushed across the goal line by the 
politicians, who say that legalization 
must come via the ballot. 

And meanwhile, big-time names, 
Democrat and Republican alike, still 
ignore or trivialize drug reform when 
they feel the urge. 

Whenever marijuana is on the bal- 
lot, a youthful, center-left voting bloc 
turns out. And it’s not small: One exit 
poll Bradley saw after Prop. 19 said 
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that 10 percent of voters in California 
came out to vote just for weed, he 
says. That’s a million marijuana votes. 

Combined with aggressive cam- 
paigning from cannabis activists on 
her behalf, pot voters may have given 
California’s Attorney General Kamala 
Harris the edge in her narrow win in 
2010 (she won by 75,000 votes, or 
half a percentage point). 

However, weed is not the top issue 
with most voters. It’s not even in the 
top ten, Ross says. Hence Gov. Jerry 
Browns silly and regrettable old-man 
fears that legalizing weed would lead 
to a state of non-productive “pot- 
heads” ripe for the picking by the likes 
of China. There’s not yet enough juice 
to make a pot-hater pay. 

This is ceding the field to fringe 
candidates. In California, that means 
marijuana-friendly Republicans. 
Harris’ long-shot challenger in 

the Nov. 4 election, 
Ron Gold, has made 
marijuana his signature 
issue {see related story 
on page 14). And at the 
same time the state 
GOP (or what’s left of 
it) has been a reliable 
roadblock to regulating 
the state’s marijuana 
industry in Sacramen- 
to, Republican political 
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consultants are telling wannabe law- 
makers in Southern California that 
decriminalization measures could 
help them get elected. 

In the East Bay, where marijuana 
dispensaries are among the biggest 
taxpayers in Oakland and Berkeley, 
cannabis has some decent clout. 
Compare that to San Francisco, where 
nobody has touched the issue of mari- 
juana at City Hall for several years. 

Marijuana is a nonstarter with May- 
or Ed Lee. But so are innovative ideas 
on anything other than the housing 
and affordability crises. If it’s not about 
building housing, Lee can’t afford to 
hear it, insiders say. 

Weed is a sideshow even in the 
only interesting local race for elected 
office, where the winner will succeed 
California's most marijuana-friendly 
lawmaker. 

One of termed-out Assemblyman 
Tom Ammiano’s first moves upon 
reaching Sacramento in 2009 was to 
introduce a short-lived and fruitless 
marijuana legalization initiative. It 
went nowhere, but it set the tone. 

Local activists say there are about 
10,000 solid pot votes in San Fran- 
cisco. We could find out: David Chiu, 
the frontrunner to replace Ammiano, 
skipped his meeting with the city’s 
pot-friendly Democratic club. David 
Campos received their endorsement. 

And he may need it. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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The death of the Bay Guardian is painful, and bad news for San Francisco. So was its demise. 


This week, for the first time 
since a grittier, headier era when inde- 
pendent newspaper publishers 
couldn't always scratch up the bread to 
put out the paper, there will be no San 
Francisco Bay Guardian in San Fran- 
cisco newsracks. Last Tuesday, the par- 
ent company of SF Weekly, the San 
Francisco Examiner, and the Guardian, 
abruptly pulled the plug on the 
48-year-old alt-weekly. It was a pro- 
foundly miserable experience and a le- 
gitimate shock of the sort that leaves 
you feeling cold and hollow and giving 
the carpet the thousand-yard stare for 
days on end. But it was no surprise. 

That day was like an earthquake: 
a jolt of tragic upheaval no less un- 
pleasant for its long anticipation. 
Recognizing its meaning requires 
taking the long view — something 
this city is increasingly loath and 
ill-equipped to do. For decades, 
this newspaper and the Guardian 
engaged in ruthless (and costly) 
journalistic, ideological, and legal 
warfare throughout what was, in 
retrospect, a golden age of San Fran- 
cisco newspapering. 

At the end of that battle, both pa- 
pers fell, spent, into the fold of the 
same ownership group. And so, the 
decadeslong crosstown rivals ended 
up in adjacent offices within the 
same antiseptic suite, surrounded 
by a city increasingly teeming with 
ephemeral, disengaged newcomers 
who didn’t know or much care how 
profoundly odd that was. 

That’s the surprise. 

The blood feud nourishing the 
years of journalistic trench warfare 
between Guardian founding editor 
Bruce Brugmann and former SF 
Weekly overlord Michael Lacey con- 
cluded in a brutal stalemate. Nobody 
wins when everybody loses. 

And, make no mistake, we have 
lost something — both tangibly and 
symbolically. At a time when this 
city’s power brokers spin back-room 
deals in full public view (perhaps 
someone rented out that back room 
on Airbnb), we now have fewer 
watchmen. A long-rooted institution 
has vanished from an increasingly 
rootless city. San Francisco’s powers- 
that-be will continue powers-that-be- 
ing, unimpeded by the cacophony of 
quotidian blogs sprouting in a realm 
where journalism has, increasingly, 
moved from a calling and a profes- 
sion to an avocation and a gig. 

That’s the way things are; it is not 
the way things should be. Sadly, the 
Guardian's inability to draw the line 
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between the two has helped to bring 
us to this place. San Francisco has 
never needed the Guardian more. 
But the Guardian isn’t here. 

And hasn’t been for a while. 


The October 1996 30th anniver- 
sary edition of the San Francisco Bay 
Guardian was printed on 140 pages of 
newsprint the size of a school lunch 
tray. Hundreds of names were on the 
masthead of a profitable and thriving 
entity. Founding editor Brugmann con- 
fidently predicted that “print journal- 
ism is going to last as long as there are 
bathrooms.” The generation of San 
Franciscans today waddling around in 
diapers will never know a world in 
which trips to the toilet are unaccompa- 
nied by a small and powerful computer. 
And they will never know the Guardian. 

Let the record show that a San 
Francisco jury in 2010 did indeed 
find SF Weekly guilty of selling ads 
below cost with the intention of 
bleeding the Guardian dry. And let 
the record also show that the ad- 
vent of technology enabling you to 
peruse Craigslist on the toilet has 
eviscerated the overall newspaper 
industry like a flesh-eating virus. 

We are all suffering. But the 
implosion of print media's busi- 
ness model hurts a paper like the 
Guardian more than most. From 
its founding in 1966, the paper’s 
biases were overt — with the most 
notable being an obsession with top- 
pling the monopolistic gorgon that 
is Pacific Gas and Electric and estab- 
lishing public power in this city. 

Politicians vying for a Guardian 
endorsement knew what to say 
when asked about public power. 
Even aspiring members of the school 
board or police commission were 
made to weigh in on PG&E. 

A crusading paper channeling 
the compulsions of its flamboyant 
owner requires more than bravado 
to establish sway and legitimacy. 

But the Guardian had more: A litany 
of skilled Guardian reporters and 
editors had time and space to hone 
top-notch, revealing articles about 
the machinations of those who ran 
— and still do run — this city. For 
much of its existence, if you failed to 
read the Guardian, you failed to know 
what was going on in San Francisco. 
The desiccation of newspapers has, 
increasingly, rendered the onetime 
lifeblood of the Guardian a luxury 
item (perhaps produced for niche 
customers willing to fund it via Kick- 
starter or other means). The paper’s 
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painstaking reporting increasingly 
gave way to polemical editorializing 
— and occasional conspiracy the- 
ory-mongering. And the Guardian, 
always a self-proclaimed voice of the 
malleable term “progressivism,” be- 
came aligned with specific, individual 
“progressive” politicians and specific, 
individual union bosses and their or- 
ganizations. As such, those assailing 
the city’s ossified system were often 
rebuked within the Guardian’s pages 
with a spirited progressive defense of 
the status-quo. 

The Guardian was not outside the 
system. It became part of the system. 

And this gave it cachet, and great 
power. Until it didn’t. 


In 2000, the Guardian served as the 
amalgamating force for lefty activists 
and neighborhood dwellers united by 
their opposition to the runaway de- 
velopment and rampant cronyism of 
the Willie Brown years — in part 
thanks to the Guardian’s excellent city 
coverage. Polls revealed that an aston- 
ishing 30 percent of this city’s elector- 
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Guardian founders Jean Dibble 
and Bruce Brugmann grace its 
Oct. 9, 1996 30th Anniversary 
issue. 


ate that year voted for the Guardian's 
“Clean Slate” candidates, toppling 
Brown’s hand-picked (and cynically 
diverse) lackeys. 

It’s difficult to imagine any media 
outlet, let alone a newspaper, today 
wielding this much influence. The 
journalistic landscape has changed 
immeasurably in the past decades, 
and no newspaper is an island. But, 
after demonstrating the value — 
and necessity — of uniting disparate 
groups, the Guardian only grew more 
insular and clubby. It narrowed its 
horizons at the exact time it needed 
to be broadening them: The earnest, 
left-leaning San Franciscans who 
served as its core readership were 
increasingly priced out of town (one 
could argue that the slow-growth 
policies long championed by the 
Guardian played some role in that). 


The paper purported to lead this 
city’s progressive movement 
even after it became appar- 
ent this city no longer hada 
progressive movement. There 
is, however, a growing and pal- 

pable sense of outrage among 
residents of this city regarding 
the ongoing transformation of 

San Francisco into Silicon Val- 

ley’s bedroom community, a play- 

ground for wealthy perpetual ad- 
olescents, and an overseas real-es- 
tate investment zone — and our 
leaders’ obeisance to the monied, 
ascendant forces behind it all. But 
this outrage hasn't coalesced into a 
movement; there’s no amalgamating 
force to bind these motley bands of 
residents together. Their actions re- 
main disparate and, as the Guardian 
itself grew to be, alienating. 
San Francisco, again, has never 
needed the Guardian more. But the 
Guardian isn’t here. 


The Guardian provided plenty of 


ammunition for those gloating over 
its demise. It was a reflexively 
union-backing paper that broke its 
own workers’ attempts to unionize. It 
purported to represent the city’s 
have-nots, but for decades relied 
upon the efforts of battalions of un- 
paid interns. It anointed itself the 
sole arbiter of “San Francisco values,” 
relegating those who disagreed with 
its pronouncements into the role of 
municipal heretics. 

The paper, often and spectacular- 
ly, failed to live up to its own ideals. 
But it did have ideals. 

Regardless of what you thought 
about their conclusions, its writers 
and editors genuinely care about the 
best interests of San Francisco. This 
is more than you can say about those 
they targeted. And that’s sad. But so 
much these days is sad. Because, de- 
spite everything you've read in this 
column, we are far poorer for losing 
the Guardian. 

Some of its former staff harbor 
ambitions to purchase the now-de- 
funct paper or carry on in some 
other form. Best of luck to them. A 
flawed lifeboat is better than none at 
all. We can use every last one. 

Journalism thrives on compe- 
tition. We are a healthier city with 
more. And we could all do worse 
than to abide by the living — and 
dying — mantra of the Guardian: 
“Print the news and raise hell.” 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 
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Democracy fizzes in your brain. 


In the farmers’ market of sociopolitical philoso- 
phies, democracy is rather like the gourd so often associated with 
election season: Democracy is a pumpkin — it can be a pie, or it can be 
a monster. 

But what if we think of elections the other way? That the 
democratic process leading up to an election is the winnowing of 
many possible directions down to a very few? The ballot as the end 
result of the engineering of our decisions — decisioneering? In that 
case, democracy, while certainly preferable to other sociopolitical 
produce (the yam of feudalism, the eggplant of dictatorship) is 
very limited. We choose based on what we're offered, and the ballot 
certainly makes scant mention of the fact there were other ways 
things could have turned out before we reached this point. 

This is the time of year when newspapers and magazines 
flagellate their way through endorsements. We don’t do that as 
a matter of course, but did want to participate. So this year we 
decided to look at the decisions, and the decisioneers, that shaped 
this year’s ballot. We wanted to go back into the kitchen and see 
how these monstrous pies were made rather than just suggesting 
which one to eat once they’re served. That meant looking at the 
money, at where and who it came from. That meant discerning the 
less-than-visible influences that put people and propositions on the 
ballot. That meant figuring out how it connected. 

It also meant being selective about how we wrote about this 
election. We don't cover every last thing on the ballot — we looked 
at the most contentious races, or the most suspicious ones. We 
cover some of the races for office and many of the state and local 
measures. We posit a few questions. Hopefully, this helps you 
develop a more fully formed perspective of the political scene in 
San Francisco and the state beyond. Maybe it makes you a smarter 
voter. But the ideal outcome would be that you understand how the 
parts of the system fit together a little better, now and in future 
elections — how politicos dig themselves in, how ballot measures 
put their best face forward, how tech is applying the venture capital 
mode to politics, and how Big Soda just will not stop, ever. 

These essays are about the choices that were made to 
determine what choices you get to choose from. Decisions made 
before you ever get the chance to decide. Consider it an Intro to 


Decisioneering. Brandon R. Reynolds 
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Something 
Bigger 


Who's Behind Them: More 
donors giving more money to state 
controller candidates than you'd 
have guessed. 


Do you know what the state 
controller does? “Control things” isn’t 
an acceptable answer. Among other, 
more arcane duties, the controller is, 
essentially, the state treasurer, moni- 
toring and regulating California's cash 
flow. It’s neither a glamorous nor 
high-profile job. 

But this year, attention must be 
paid. Because, this time, Republican 
Ashley Swearengin has a puncher’s 
chance to become the GOP’s only 
statewide elected official. 

The former Fresno mayor came 
first in the June primary, beating out 
a handful of Democratic challengers 
who cannibalized each others’ votes. 
Republicans are smelling blood, and 
fundraising has been brisk for what’s 
otherwise a political backwater. 
Swearengin has amassed some $1 
million: “If they can’t elect her,” says 
one political consultant, “they can’t 
elect anybody.” Democrat Betty 
Yee, a San Franciscan, emerged 
by a fingernail in an embarrassing 
June election that saw 300,000 
Californians cast their votes for 
accused gun-runner Leland Yee (no 
relation). Betty Yee has also passed 
the million-dollar plateau. 

Independent Expenditure 
spending has been surprisingly light; 
Yee has benefited from $10,000 
from Professional Engineers in 
California Government for a slate 
mailer. Swearengin has received 
even less: $588 for a luncheon and 
$741 for use of a plane and its pilot. 

Money could still come pouring 
in before election day, however. 
Because, like so many political 
races, this one serves as a symbol 
of something greater than merely 
who'll be the state’s next bean- 


counter. Joe Eskenazi 





LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY 


State Assembly 


Goliath 
Funding 


Who's Behind Them: David 
Campos: Nurses, Teachers, and 
Service Employees unions. David 
Chiu: Building trades and other 
unions; Airbnb investors Reid 
Hoffman and Ron Conway. 


At the outset of the Assem- 
bly race between Supervisors David 
Chiu and David Campos, all too many 
observers couldn't help but point out 
the similarities between the two 
44-year-old Harvard-educated lawyers 
named David. Familiarity breeds con- 
tempt, and a nasty race was predicted. 

Well, that certainly happened. 

Aside from disturbing, ad 
hominem attacks and the continuing 
spectacle of Sheriff Ross 
Mirkarimi being redeployed 
as San Francisco’s 
political bogeyman, the 
hallmark of this race 
is the vast amount of 
money being used to 
fund those disturbing 
ad hominem 
attacks and ongoing 
Mirkarimi bogeyman 
salvos. 

Both candidates have 
raised prodigious amounts 
of cash in their pursuit of 
the District 17 seat; Chiu has 
amassed around $1.5 million, 
Campos nearly $1 million. A 
preponderance of developers 
donating to Campos 
has sparked chatter of 
shakedowns and city 
projects held hostage. 
But development 
interests SF Weekly 
spoke with say that’s 
an oversimplification. 

People who want 
things tend to be hit 
up by politicians who 
need money. Developers 
always want things. Both 
candidates have not been shy to 
ask. Developers have given. To both. 
“You can’t get within a half a mile 
of these guys without being asked 
for money,’ says one developer. He 
hedged his bets: “I will be there to 
pick up whoever loses. And I'll go to 
the victory party of whoever wins.” 

The utility of buying a relationship 
with our next assemblyman, who 
stands to spend the next dozen years 
in Sacramento, is easy to figure. 
More counterintuitive is that the 
strongest backers of each David will, 
in the short term, lose by winning. 
The builders fervently pushing the 
more development-friendly Chiu 
would do better to keep him around 
— and watch development-friendly 
Mayor Ed Lee appoint Campos’ 






VS 







probably-development-friendly 
successor. Ihe Mission progressives 
backing Campos endure a similar 
scenario. 

Serious money has poured 
in for, and against, both Davids 
via independent expenditure 
committees. A trio of IEs backed by 
the building trades, public safety 
unions, retail worker unions, and 
others have dropped upwards of 
$225,000 into bolstering Chiu. A 
committee called Families for an 
Affordable San Francisco largely 
backed by the city’s biggest public 
sector union, the SEIU 1021, has put 
$143,250 behind Campos. 

Public sector unions backing 
a left-leaning Democrat at the 
statewide level is no surprise. Nor 
is the building trades’ steadfast 
support for the more pragmatic 
Chiu. 

From here on, it gets nasty. 

The nurses and teachers unions 
(and SEIU) have amassed at least 

$260,000 to portray Chiu 
as a shifty Republican 
collaborator with no 
ideals. And tech moguls 
Reid Hoffman and 
Ron Conway (more 
on him later) have put 
$735,000 (so far) into 
San Franciscans to Hold 
Campos Accountable. 
Both of these men were 
early Airbnb investors, 
and stand to gain 
stupendously from Chiu’s 
legislation legalizing the tech 
platform in this city. 

Their gambit reconstitutes 
the political weaponization 
of Mirkarimi, who 
pleaded guilty to false 
imprisonment in 2012 

following an incident 
in which he grabbed 
his wife by the arm. 
On glossy mailers 
inundating San 
Franciscans, domestic 
violence survivors 
/  lambaste Campos for 
/ his vote against axing the 
yy sheriff from his position. 
Of course, one could argue 
that Mayor Lee’s suspension 
of Mirkarimi was a calculated 
political masterstroke, dropping 
his progressive antagonists into 
a no-win scenario. Either they 
pushed Mirkarimi under the bus 
(and enraged the progressive base 
while knuckling under to contrived 
mayoral pressure) or voted to 
retain the sheriff (and found 
themselves politically radioactive 
and potentially hounded from office, 
like former Supervisor Christina 
Olague, drowned in torrents of 
cash unleashed by connected tech 
barons). It remains to be seen if this 
script can, once again, be successful. 
But Conway and Hoffman do seem 
to consistently earn significant 
returns on their investments. JE 
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FRIDAY 
NIGHTS 


GOLDEN GATE PARK 
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Live music by Cascada de Flores 


Film screening of Life and the Dead (La Vida y 
Los Muertos) 


Mother Maguey: The Gift of Life, by Artist-in-Residence 
Viviana Paredes 
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Additional Support 


San Francisco 
Auxiliary of the 
Fine Arts Museums 


Season Sponsor Media Sponsor 


@) HansonBridgett BAY- GUARDIAN 


Photo courtesy Amalia Mesa-Bains 
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Attorney General 


One-Hit Voters 


Who's on the Ballot: Heavily 
favored Democratic incumbent 
Kamala Harris, who laughs 
nervously in the face of marijuana 
legalization, and Ron Gold, the 
Republican who takes it very 
seriously. 

Who Stands to Benefit: 
California’s marijuana industry, 
forces seeking to privatize schools, 
people who like the death penalty. 


Marijuana makes people do 
strange things. The cannabis cause has 
led dreadlocked Santa Cruz hippies to 
warmly embrace libertarians like re- 
tired U.S. Rep. Ron Paul (whose 
pledged destruction of the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency might have 
shocked the tree-huggers, had Paul 
ever been elected or had the weed- 
heads ever bothered to read his entire 
platform). 

Ron Gold knows this. Which 
is why the long-shot Republican 
candidate for California attorney 
general — the pro-death penalty, 
anti-teacher-tenure alternative 
to heavily favored Kamala Harris 
— can count on votes even from 
veterans of the gay rights movement 
(whose marriages Gold would have 


BART Board 


sought to keep illegal by defending 
Proposition 8, as Harris declined to 
do). 

Harris is partially responsible 
for this. President Barack Obama’s 
“best-looking attorney general” gave 
a nervous laugh as her answer to the 
question of California eventually 
legalizing marijuana, something 
many see as inevitable in California 
in 2016. 

That laugh-track is now front and 
center in a campaign ad for Gold, 
who says that legalizing marijuana 
is a serious issue and would be one 
of his top priorities as the state’s 
top law enforcement officer (and, 
if elected, the highest-ranking 
Republican in California). 

Gold is embracing weed full-bore. 
In addition to making weed legal 
and ensuring the state’s marijuana 
industry could reach its billion- 
dollar potential and turn a profit 
(something dispensaries can’t do 
under current state law), Gold says 
he'd also petition Obama to release 
federal marijuana prisoners. 

“Marijuana is the key singular 
issue in this campaign,” Gold tells 
SF Weekly at a campaign stop hosted 
by Oakland marijuana trade school 


Oaksterdam University. 

At least it is for him. On almost 
everything else Gold stands for, 

“T have to hold my nose,” says 
retired Castro District high school 
math teacher David Goldman, who 
marched with Harvey Milk for gay 
rights in the 1970s. But Goldman 
is also active with the Oakland- 
based Coalition for Cannabis 
Policy Reform, the successor to 
the committee that put failed 
legalization effort Prop. 19 on the 
ballot in 2010. So he’s voting for a 
Republican for the first time in his 
life. 

This election cycle, there isn’t 
much else for California’s cannabis 
supporters to like. On his way to 
cruising to re-election, Gov. Jerry 
Brown said in a March interview that 
“potheads” might ruin California’s 
competitive edge. Lt. Gov. Gavin 
Newsom is California’s most- 
prominent pro-pot politician, but 
his office is mostly ceremonial. So if 
voters want to voice dissatisfaction 
with progress on drug policy, their 
only option next month is going for 
Gold. 

Sometimes one issue is enough. 
Chris Roberts 


A Strange, Unregulated World 


Who's Behind Them: 24-year 
Republican incumbent James Fang: 
some $63,000, including $23,000 
from BART contractors, and 
$15,000 from the BART workers’ 
union. Well-heeled Democratic 
entrepreneur Nicholas Josefowitz: 
upwards of $153,000 raised from 
family, friends, and others and at 
least $17,500 of his own. 


At its best, riding BART is an 
efficient, antiseptic experience. A 
breakdancer may canvass the train 
but, hey, a dollar in the hat is a small 
price to pay to watch a man contort 
himself into a human barber pole. 

Counterintuitively, the election 
process for the men and women 
governing this system is the exact 
opposite. It’s chaotic, and seems 
designed to foster the very worst 
outcomes. 

Back in the heady days of 
the 1990s, the FBI descended 
upon BART in a sting operation 
triggered by allegations of agency 
commissioners trading votes for 
donations from contractors. It was, 
amazingly, legal for individuals and 
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businesses vying for and holding 
BART contracts to donate money 
to the commissioners voting on 
those contracts. The practice was 
abolished. 

And yet, even more amazingly, 
in 2007 the contractor ban was 
simply rendered voluntary. A list 
is regularly circulated to BART 
commissioners noting who they 
could voluntarily avoid hitting up 
for funds. 

In the wrong hands, this list 
serves the diametric opposite of its 
intended purpose. A 2012 analysis 
by The Bay Citizen revealed that 44 
percent of the money donated to 
BART board candidates originated 
from contractors or wannabe 
contractors. 

By that measure, longtime BART 
commissioner James Fang is ahead 
of the game. Perusing his most 
recent campaign filings (which are 
housed in a basement room at the 
Department of Elections and not 
available online), 37 percent of the 
$63,000 he’s amassed hails from 
sitting or aspiring contractors. 

For the first time in decades, 


Fang — the city’s only officeholding 
Republican — has a well-funded 
opponent. Rather well-funded, in 
fact. 

Fang’s rival, Nicholas Josefowitz, 
has renounced donations from 
contractors. The well-off and 
ambitious entrepreneur has, 
instead, hit up family, friends, and 
others to the tune of $153,000 
(tech CEOs, Stanford instructors, 
and high-powered executives dot 
his filings). Josefowitz also pumped 
$17,500 of his own coin into the 
race. 

Josefowitz is no stranger to 
making large donations; he’s given 
tens of thousands of dollars on the 
statewide level, and contributed to 
more than a dozen local candidates 
in the last two election cycles 
(including $10,000 sent to a Mayor 
Ed Lee independent expenditure 
committee). 

The contender has spoken out 
against BART contractors being able 
to donate to the commissioners 
doling out their contracts. That’s a 
smart move. And one he can afford. 
JE 
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Board of Education 
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The Mysterious 
Professor Mayor 
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Cook, Lee Hsu, Trevor McNeil, Emily 
Murase, Mark Murphy, Shamann 
Walton, Jamie Rafaela Wolfe, 
Dennis Yang, and Hydra Mendoza- 
McDonnell. 


Long before Sen. Leland Yee 
allegedly trafficked guns, Uncle Leland 
served on the oft-ignored San Fran- 
cisco school board. Now nine candi- 
dates vie for three open seats on the 
Board of Education, tackling a school 
system with such low participation 
from local white families (who flee to 
private schools) the school district has 
been likened to educational apartheid. 

But with one board incumbent, 
it’s a buy one, get one free sale. A 
vote for candidate Hydra Mendoza- 
McDonnell actually nets two school 
board members: Mendoza, and the 
shadow of Mayor Ed Lee. 

Mendoza, who enjoys more 
name recognition than the other 
candidates put together, has long 
been the education adviser to the 
mayor. First, she worked for former 
Mayor Gavin Newsom, and now 
reports directly to Lee. Mendoza 
moonlights as a Board of Education 
incumbent, and at every board 
meeting a trick of the light has folks 
swearing up and down they see Lee 
lurking just behind her. 

The SFUSD has many dealings 
with the city, negotiating land 
swaps, donations, cash transfers, 
and more. This puts Mendoza in an 
interesting position, as she’s privy to 
the mayor’s POV on most matters, 
and doesn’t hesitate sharing 
her thoughts (which may be his 
thoughts) with the board. 

When the board considered a vote 
to endorse Supervisors Scott Wiener 
and Eric Mar’s sugary beverage 
tax in January, Mendoza was the 








strongest voice to speak out against 
it. The mayor is often skittish to 
endorse multiple ballot measures in 
elections, and the Children’s Fund 
(Proposition C) was no different. He, 
and subsequently Mendoza, thought 
the soda tax might tank their push 
to fund schools. 

She’s also refused to recuse 
herself on votes directly involving 
the Mayor’s Office, such as a recent 
land deal between the SFUSD and 
the Mayor’s Office of Housing. 
Political insiders tell SF Weekly the 
multimillion dollar deal heavily 
favored the Mayor’s Office. 

Mendoza has strong backing from 
former political adversaries on the 
BOE, including commissioner Matt 
Haney and board President Sandra 
Lee Fewer. 

Mendoza often demonstrates 
passion for the children under her 
political care at the SFUSD. No one is 
saying she doesn’t have heart. 

But the conflict of interest, which 
has been rubber-stamped by the 
school district's lawyers, colors every 
vote and every decision she makes, 
including her campaign donations. 
Of the nearly $30,000 she raised 
as of Oct. 1, nine of her donations 
were from Mayor’s Office staffers. 
But that doesn’t explain numerous 
other donations from a multitude of 
mayoral pals, including former state 
Democratic Party chair Art Torres, 
who has allegedly long knocked on 
the mayor’s door (and PG&E’s) to 
aid his son, Joaquin Torres, in his 
political career. 

City politicians consider 
themselves part of the “City Family.” 
For good or ill, a vote for Mendoza 
is a vote to bring the whole family 
to the school board, including the 
mayor himself. Joe Fitzgerald 
Rodriguez 
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Community College Board 


Building the Minds of Tomorrow 


Who's on the Ballot: Wendy 
Aragon, Dan Choi, Brigitte Daviia, 
Anita Grier, John Rizzo, Thea Selby, 
and engineer Rodrigo Santos will vie 
for three four-year seats; William 
Walker, Amy Bachrach, and Thomas 
Moyer will vie for one two-year seat. 


Believe in yourself. The oft- 
repeated mantra is perhaps taken too 
seriously by Rodrigo Santos, a 
candidate for City College of San 
Francisco’s now-defunct Board of 
Trustees. Though the former 
Republican (as of 2008) received an 
endorsement from the local 
Democratic Party this election, Santos 
is competing with six other candidates 
for three open seats. City College is on 
life support, and may soon depend on 


District 10 


You Again? 


Who's on the Ballot: Incumbent 
Supervisor Malia Cohen vs. 
neighborhood activist and theater 
impresario Tony Kelly. Yes again. 


Four years ago, Supervisor 
Malia Cohen emerged as the victor in a 
District 10 election that was about as 
palatable for critics of ranked-choice 
voting as the Hindenberg disaster was 
for the anti-dirigible crowd. 

Cohen, with a scant 2,083 votes 
and less than 12 percent of first-place 
votes, bested top contender Tony 
Kelly and a field of more than 20 can- 
didates after countless RCV permu- 
tations. It wasn’t exactly a mandate 
from up on high and, in office, Cohen 
hasn't struck anyone as the second 
coming of Jessie Unruh. 

And yet, a battalion of contenders 
hasn't emerged to challenge Cohen. 
Quite the contrary. She finds herself, 
once again, facing down Tony Kelly. 
Queries to San Francisco’s political 
class essentially positing if this is the 
best we can do elicited cruel laughter. 

That question, apparently, applies 
more widely than District 10. 

Cohen, if anything, appears to be 
in a far stronger position now than 
she was four years ago. Only four 
challengers bothered to sign 
their names to the requisite 
forms, and only the progres- 
sive firebrand Kelly is mount- 
ing a serious campaign. 

And that’s because Cohen’s 
mediocrity may actually be 
her greatest strength. 

District 10 is San Francis- 
cos Belgium (sans the fries 
and mayonnaise). It’s com- 
posed of several distinct 
communities that don’t 
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these candidates to help revive it. 

Historically, San Francisco 
mayors haven't cared about City 
College, which is odd, given that 
it trains nearly 100,000 students 
every year (many of whom are San 
Franciscans). 

But the college is funded by the 
state, meaning mayors can focus 
on more urgent problems. That is, 
until City College entered full-blown 
crisis mode when an independent 
entity flirted with threats to shutter 
the school in 2012. This forced Lee 
to pay attention to CCSF at last, or 
at least get Santos to: The mayor 
appointed him to an open seat on 
the college board. 

Santos did not return our calls, 
but if we were cynical, we could 


much mix (a growing Asian popula- 
tion; a shrinking African-American 
sector in Bayview and Hunters Point; 
and white Potrero Hill progressives). 
Attempts to anoint any single leader 
results in messy, protracted elections 
like the last one. Attempts to please 
everyone will please no one. 

Cohen, however, has managed to 
essentially split the difference. And 
that figures to be enough. With- 
out corruption or malfeasance, it’s 
exceedingly difficult to unseat an 
incumbent in a ranked-choice voting 
system, especially an inoffensive one 
like Cohen seemingly engineered to 
pick up second- and third-place votes. 
Leaders who don’t lead much, who re- 
main largely unobjectionable, thrive 
in this system — especially with such 
a fractious voter base. 

Would-be opponents realized this. 
That’s why there are so few of them. 


JE 


Malia 
Cohen 














ruminate on one possible motivation 
for the engineer to run for the board. 
Community colleges are build-happy, 
often constructing superfluous new 
campuses. Santos would have had 
voting power over any number of 
future construction projects that 
would almost certainly benefit 
colleagues in his field. 

As the head of the Building 
Inspection Commission from 
2001 to 2005, Santos (and others) 
regularly oversaw projects he hada 
financial stake in, per a city audit. 
FBI investigations ensued. It’s not 
an incredible logical leap to think 
he'd enjoy the same privileges at City 
College. 

His donors then and now 
included architects, market-rate 


Slow 


housing developers, and other 

folks who build flashy, expensive 
structures. On the other end of the 
political spectrum, candidate John 
Rizzo raised money from former 
progressive former Mayor Art 
Agnos. But the developers believe in 
Santos, and he sallies forth. 

Santos flipped to the Democratic 
party in 2012, and with the aid of 
Lee raised more than $100,000 for 
his first actual election for college 
board. He outspent some of his 
opponents 10 to 1, turning him into 
the Donald Trump of down-ballot 
political races few people care about. 

War chest and incumbency be 
damned, he lost his 2012 race. This 
was no slim contest either, as an 
opponent had nearly twice his votes. 
Now Santos is at it again, running 
for a college board that hasn't met in 
more than a year (it was disbanded 
by the state, and now a “Special 
Trustee with Extraordinary Powers,” 


Rise 
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By Pete Kane 





Anyone who’s paid atten- 


tion to this year’s race for governor has 


heard the word “unprecedented” ap- 
plied to Jerry Brown’s bid for a fourth 
term. What might also be unprece- 


dented for California is that in order to 


have voted for Brown in his first state- 
wide run (for secretary of state in 
19770, when the voting age was 21), 
youd be at least 65 years old today. 
Brown himself is now 76, and 
seemingly in fine shape to serve 
another four years, but his age is 


not an outlier among the upper ech- 


elons of political power in Califor- 
nia. Rep. Nancy Pelosi, first elected 
in 1987, is 74. Sen. Barbara Boxer 
turns 74 in November. Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein, who won a seat on the 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
in 1969 and whose fourth full term 


in the Senate expires in 2019, exact- 


ly 50 years later — is 81. As it turns 


out, she is the oldest sitting senator, 


and Brown is the oldest governor. 


Unique among the states, California 


is a gerontocracy. 
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It's both ageist and outrageously 
stupid to suggest that the wisdom of 
these public servants’ lived experi- 
ence can't be a boon to solid gover- 
nance. But it’s not the incumbents’ 
age that’s so troubling; it’s that each 
is a career politician who's wielded 
power for decades, representing 
a state whose demographics have 
changed dramatically. Voters in 
progressive, minority-majority Cali- 
fornia should be slightly troubled to 
have such an aged, all-white power 
structure at the federal level. 

Money calcifies matters further. 
Feinstein, with a net worth of $68 
million, is the fourth-wealthiest 
senator (and the wealthiest woman 
in either chamber.) Her husband, 
Richard Blum, is a UC regent and 
investment banker who's been ac- 
cused of conflicts of interest stem- 
ming from his wife’s career. Mean- 
while, Brown, whose re-election is 
in no particular jeopardy, sits on a 
$23 million pile of cash vacuumed 
from a wide variety of industries. 





Bob Agrella, calls the shots. Rumor 
has it the state will reinstate the 
board soon). 

But this time Santos is even 
assigning names to those who 
believe in him. According to his 
endorsements mailer, he’s backed 
by the “SEIU 1012 (CCSF chapter).” 
The local is actually the SEIU 1021, a 
typo that’s even worse than it looks, 
as the SEIU’s sole community college 
board endorsement was of Santos’ 
rival, candidate Aragon. 

But despite his netting a few 
major endorsements, including Lee’s 
(again), no one believes in college 
board candidate Rodrigo Santos 
more than Structural Engineer 
Rodrigo Santos. A look at his 
campaign filings show that of the 
nearly $90,000 he raised for his new 
college board campaign, $70,000 was 
from his own pockets. 

Somebody has to believe in him, 
right? JFR 


ntocracy 


Gov. Jerry Brown 
AP Photo/Craig Ruttle 





Shake enough hands over the de- 
cades and you've got an insurance 
policy against challengers. 

It is possible to slay giants, as 
31-year-old Rep. Eric Swalwell 
did in 2012 in an East Bay district 
when he ousted 20-termer Pete 
Stark, 50 years his senior. And in 
Sacramento, legislative term limits 
prevent lifelong death-grips on 
power. But the power of incumben- 
cy-protection remains vast, such 
that voters have little choice but to 
re-elect old faces from the 1970s, 
over and over again. 
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Proposition 1 


Parched No More 


Who's Behind It: The state’s 
most powerful people: Gov. Jerry 
Brown, the Legislature, et al. 

Who Stands to Benefit: 
According to proponents, the 
average Californian (that'd be you) 
would profit. In other words, you 
could maybe stop worrying, or at 
least worry a lot less, about having 
to take shorter showers during 
future droughts. But if you ask the 
opponents, they’ll tell you this water 
bond is nothing more than an early 
and overpriced Christmas gift to 
contractors who are itching to build 
us more dams. 


Sometimes good campaign- 
ing depends more on perfect timing 
and less on political prowess. Such is 
the case with Proposition 1, Gov. 
Jerry Brown’s baby (aka, the very 
expensive water bond) that promises 
to keep your drinking water tasting 
fresh and create infrastructure to 
stash away H2O for those desperate 
times. Needless to say, if rainstorms 
in California seem to have become as 
frequent as snowstorms in Texas, 
well, that'll make pretty compelling 
campaign literature right about 
now. 


As proposed, Prop. 1 would al- 
low the state to sell $7.1 billion in 
additional general obligation bonds 
and redirect $425 million in unsold 
general obligation bonds that were 
previously approved by voters for 
resource-related uses. Both these 
actions would pay for various wa- 
ter-related projects that would allow 
us to capture more water from local 
rivers and depend less on rain and 
melting snow to provide us with wa- 
ter. Some of these projects include 
public water system improvements, 
surface and groundwater storage, 
drinking water protection, drought 
relief, emergency water supplies, 
and ecosystem and watershed pro- 
tection and restoration. That sounds 
nice, especially for those whose live- 
lihoods rely heavily on water flow: 
farmers, ranchers, fishermen, and 
environmentalists. 

But those are the very people 
who are opposing the governor’s 
massive bond. According to Steve 
Hopcraft, spokesman for the “No 
on Prop.1” campaign, this bond is a 
waste of money. “Prop. 1’s expense 
will go to build projects that will 
not solve our water problem, but 
will benefit wealthy agriculture 


corporations who want more access 
to California’s water,” he tells us. 
“We should not go into debt to 
build projects for billion-dollar 
farming conglomerates.” There are 
better, less expensive alternatives 
to dealing with the depleting water 
supply, including repairing aging 
water-delivery infrastructure 
responsible for some 10 to 20 
percent of water loss, Hopcraft says. 
But with less than three weeks 
left until Election Day and only 
$50,000 in the bank, those hoping 
to convince voters that Gov. Brown 
is wrong and farmers are right 
won't have it easy. It’s especially 
daunting when you consider that 
Prop. 1 donors, which include many 
Brown-backed committees, have 
kicked in more than $60 million 
to get this bond passed. “Prop. 1 
donors expect to get a return on 
their investment: land to manage, 
water to use or political favors from 
the governor,’ Hopcraft says. But 
“voters are skeptical about this huge 
debt and its misplaced spending. 
Prop. 1, if it passes, won’t solve the 
problems we face, so we will be here 
Nov. 5 to offer the real solution.” 
Erin Sherbert 
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choices 


Proposition 46 


Surgical Strike 


Who's Behind It: The 
Consumer Attorneys of California, 
Consumer Watchdog, Sen. Barbara 
Boxer, and the California Teamsters 
Public Affairs Council. 

Who Stands to Benefit: 
Attorneys and plaintiffs in medical 
negligence lawsuits. 


Proposition 46, also known 
as the law that would pit trial lawyers 
against doctors, raises the damages 
cap on medical negligence lawsuits to 
just over $1 million. Initially pro- 
posed by Bob Pack, a bereaved father 
of two kids killed by an intoxicated 
driver, it’s backed by a bevy of per- 
sonal injury attorneys and by the tax- 
payer organization Consumer 
Watchdog. It’s opposed, not surpris- 
ingly, by health care providers and in- 
surance companies, including Kaiser 
Permanente and the Cooperative of 
American Physicians. 

Christopher Dolan, the 
controversial lawyer who petitioned 
an Alameda County judge to declare 
brain-dead teenager Jahi McMath 
“alive again,” has also poured 
$75,000 into what’s become one 
of the most contested measures 
on the state ballot. Though 


2? 


Dolan didn’t return calls seeking 
comment, his motivations aren’t 
hard to decipher. As a trial attorney 
representing “people who have 
been physically and emotionally 
injured by the unlawful conduct 
of others,” Dolan stands to reap 
huge financial rewards if Prop. 

46 gets signed into law. It would 
allow any medical negligence suit 
to earn more than $1 million in 
“non-economic damages” — those 
ascribed to pain and suffering — 
which would translate into higher 
fees for the lawyer. 

That’s roughly four times the 
current $250,000 cap, which was 
set in 1975. And the proposed law 
would mandate annual adjustments 
for inflation. Dolan’s $75,000 
investment could yield millions 
over the rest of his career. 

If that were the measure’s 
only provision, it would be fairly 
clear-cut. Trial lawyers have lined 
up behind Prop. 46 because it 
promises them a windfall; doctors 
and insurance companies oppose it, 
ostensibly, because the rising cost 
of lawsuits would get passed on to 
consumers. How you vote depends 
largely on whether you »> pls 
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Prop. 46 from pl/ 


plan to fight a high-stakes medical 
lawsuit in the near future. 

But Prop. 46 has two other 
provisions tucked into it that 
muddle its intentions. One is 
mandatory substance-abuse testing 
for doctors, a hotly debated topic 
that many deem a red herring. The 
other would require health care 
workers to consult a prescription 
history database before doling out 
certain controlled substances, such 
as OxyContin. That too makes for 
spirited discussion, while distracting 
voters from the proposition’s core 
purpose. 

According to Prop. 46’s origin 
story, Pack lumped these three 
disparate proposals together to 
address all his frustrations with 
California’s system for victim 
compensation. In 2003 his young 
son and daughter were struck 
by a driver who'd been abusing 
prescription drugs — a loss that 
devastated Pack, but also steered 


Proposition 47 


him into politics. He blamed the 
driver’s doctors for enabling her 
drug habit, and ultimately sued 
them, but only recouped $250,000 
for each of his kids’ deaths. (Prop. 
46 supporters claim that lawyers 
are often reluctant to take on 
pain and suffering cases because 
they offer little economic gain.) 
Deeply frustrated, Pack helped 
write a series of bills for the state 
Legislature. Prop. 46 is his most 
ambitious. 

Bob Pack’s story, like that of 
Jahi McMath — the Oakland teen 
who was declared brain dead after 
complications following a routine 
operation — certainly elicits 
sympathy. 

The question is whether sympa- 
thy translates into good policy. Most 
doctors demur, and they’ve spoken 
with money: The effort to defeat 
Prop. 46 had earned more than $57 
million as of last week, roughly sev- 
en times the amount spent to pass 
it. Rachel Swan 


Repeat Offender 


Who's Behind It: Started as a 
partnership between San Francisco 
District Attorney George Gascon 
and Bill Lansdowne, former San 
Diego police chief, it became a 
political piggy bank after a slew of 
rich people stepped up, including 
Christian conservative businessman 
Wayne Huges, philanthropist 
“Chuck” Feeney, Napster founder 
Sean Parker, and Netflix CEO Reed 
Hastings. 

Who Stands to Benefit: In 
theory, schools and drug 
addicts, as the money 
saved from reduced 
prison sentences " 
would go toward woe 
education and 
drug treatment , 
programs. But 
if you ask the 
opponents, 
they'll tell 
you nobody 
will benefit 
from this — not 
even the rich people 
backing it. 





If anything should call your 
attention to this proposition, it’s the 
fact that both liberals and conserva- 
tives are backing it (a comfortable 
place for onetime Republican Gas- 
con). Although it’s not unheard of for 
elections to attract strange bedfel- 
lows, when Republicans and Demo- 
crats are willing to get together for 
political reasons, that certainly sug- 
gests something must be really 








strange in California. 

Prop. 47 aims to reduce 
overcrowding in state prisons by 
shifting penalties for some felony 
crimes. If passed, those crimes — 
forgery, shoplifting, possession 
of most illegal drugs, and in some 
cases grand theft — would be 
downgraded to misdemeanors 
rather than felonies. Nonviolent 
criminals who've been sitting in 
prison would have the chance 
to apply to be re-sentenced, and 

thus released from prison. 
This does not make cops 
+ across the state happy, 
who say California 
will not benefit 
from having 
more criminals, 
nonviolent or 
not, back on 
the street. 
But 
proponents say 
the money saved 
from this sentence 
reform would go toward 
schools, victims of crime, and drug 
treatment for criminals. “Thirteen 
states and the District of Columbia 
all treat simple drug possession as 
a misdemeanor, and several other 
states have thresholds for property 
crime misdemeanors at far higher 
amounts than the modest proposal 
in Prop 47,” says Lenore Anderson, 
executive director of Vote Safe, a 
nonprofit supporting Prop. 47. 

To date, proponents have raised 

more than $4 million — and the 
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big spending has clearly worked. 
A June 2014 poll showed that 57 
percent of voters were ready to 
pass Prop. 47 (61 percent were 
Democrats and 50 percent were 
Republicans). That number crept 
up to 62 percent by September, 
according to a Reason.org poll. 
But money and happy polling 
results don’t always turn into 
victories, as evidenced by Prop. 
19, the 2010 initiative to legalize 
marijuana. 

John Lovell, a volunteer with 
the “No on Proposition 47” 
campaign who also worked against 
Prop. 19, says that many of the 
same Prop. 19 players are now 
working for (and against) Prop. 
47 toward similar ends: Prop. 47 
opponents also worked against 
Prop. 19. “With Proposition 19, 
we were outspent 10 to 1 and 
showed it was winning and at the 
end of the day, it lost by 700,000 
votes,’ says Lovell. 

Now, a similar scenario is 
playing out: The proponents have 
gathered all the billionaires while 
the opposition is filled with a lot 
of concerned cops without deep 
pockets, Lovell says. “We’ve been 
down this road before,” he says. 
“Even though the other side has 
all the money, the lesson from 
Prop. 19 is that we can raise 
enough money to get our message 
out.” ES 
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Proposition 48 
Jackpot? 


Who's Behind It: The North 
Fork Rancheria Band of Mono 
Indians are in favor; other casino- 
operating tribes, who managed 
to push this onto the ballot, are 
opposed. 

Who Stands to Benefit: The 
owners of a planned casino, or the 
owners of existing casinos who 
could do without the competition. 


Our statewide ballot initia- 
tives feature doctors and lawyers — 
so why not Indian chiefs? 

Proposition 48 asks voters to 
give a yea or nay on a compact 
passed by the Legislature and 
signed by the governor that 
would enable the North Fork 
Rancheria Band of Mono Indians 
to construct a Vegas-caliber 
casino 40 miles from their 
reservation and 30 miles 
from Fresno. 

While the tribe 
claims this land was 
originally under 
its domain, critics 
contend this is 
merely a ploy to tap 
into the lucrative 
Fresno gambling 
market. 


Not surprisingly, large amounts 
of money — presumably not quar- 
ters within oversize plastic cups 
— has been thrown around ina 
battle over a mega-casino. A group 
called Stand Up for California has 
amassed $7.8 million to battle this 
referendum; this money was largely 
fronted by rival casino-owning In- 
dian tribes and related interests. 

The measure’s backers have been 
swamped, raising some $400,000. 
The North Fork Rancheria Band 
has chipped in about 98 percent of 
that. 

We will all be voting on this. This 
is the state in which we live, physi- 
cally and metaphysically. JE 






PropositionA&B 


Money to Go 


Who's Behind Them: Prop. A is spon- 


sored by Mayor Ed Lee and all 11 su- 
pervisors. Prop. Bis sponsored by 
Supervisor Scott Wiener. 

Who Stands to Benefit: Prop. A: 
Transit users and pedestrians, ostensi- 
bly — and the mayor and board, who 
ultimately control these funds. Prop. 
B: Muni passengers. 


Every once in a while, a bal- 
lot initiative comes along that has the 
support of every last member of the 
so-called “City Family.” Every elected 
official, every city union, every ap- 
pointed commissioner, their spouses, 
their children, their pets. Proposition 
Ais one of these. 

The $500 million bond would, 
purportedly, fund road and transit 
improvements of the sort posited by 
a gargantuan mayoral working group 
addressing the city’s gargantuan 
infrastructure needs. The passage of 
this bond has been Mayor Ed Lee’s 
Ahab-like, monomaniacal obsession. 
Lee’s harpoon is only figurative, but 
there’s reason enough not to stand 
between him and his white whale 
for any current or aspiring member 
of the City Family hoping to avoid a 
puncture wound. 

As SF Weekly has noted, the 


SS We hear what you’re saying. 
) We offer more options to fit your budget. 


language in this massive bond is 
alarmingly vague; the malleable 
term “may” is used throughout to 
describe where the money “may” go 
instead of the unambiguous “shall.” 
Whatever Muni opts to do with the 
funds, the final call rests with the 
supes and mayor. 

In other words, Lee is aggressively 
twisting arms for a huge pile of 
money uncommitted to any specific 
purpose that he will ultimately 
control. 

As such, all the politically 
plugged-in players and companies 
(Lennar, Webcor, Recology, PG&E, 
and a number of LLCs formed to 
develop specific properties) have 
contributed some $1 million toa 
campaign committee, with some 
funneling money through the 
cheerily named Committee for 
a Brighter San Francisco Future 
(headquartered in Marin). The 
ubiquitous Ron Conway dropped 
$50,000; the even more ubiquitous 
Sean Parker tipped $200,000. 

The transit Cassandras opposing 
Prop. A do not have the sort of funds 
required to even begin making a 
dent on the electorate. Finding a 
well-heeled power player willing to 
overtly spit on the mayor’s »>?p20 
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Prop. A&B from p19 


shoes is a challenge, naturally, since 
well-heeled power players tend to 
want things that a mayor can give. 

Campaign filings, however, reveal 
$75,000 (so far) has been expended 
by the San Francisco Apartment 
Association on a slate mailer 
targeting Prop. A. 

That organization’s executive 
director, Janan New, says she 
objected to top-down policies being 
“imposed on the citizens of San 
Francisco.” 

Well, fair enough. But there’s a 
way to get the mayor’s attention 
other than giving him what he 
desires: You could also destroy 
something he desires. The SFAA 
has led the fight against the 
(Conway-funded) Airbnb, which Lee 
has slavishly backed to the point 
of instructing the city’s elected 
treasurer not to collect the tech 
giant’s delinquent back taxes. 


Proposition E 


If the SFAA torpedoed Prop. A, 
then, it would be quite a statement. 

Proposition B, meanwhile, is 
everything Prop. A isn't. It shall 
shunt a comparatively small ($20- 
odd million a year) amount of 
General Fund money specifically 
into Muni operations. Supervisor 
Scott Wiener conjured up this 
measure because Lee declined to put 
a Vehicle License Fee on the ballot. 
To the great surprise of all, five of 
his fellow supes backed him, setting 
off a wave of recriminations from 
the mayor. 

Wiener never established a 
committee to fund this measure; 
campaigning for it, he says, has 
been limited to him and a handful of 
allies shuttling between newspaper 
editorial boards and Democratic 
club endorsement meetings. 
Showing up late for these meetings 
may actually be an advantage. They 
can blame Muni. JE 


Rush and Crash 


Who's Behind It: The Supervisor 
Scott Wiener-sponsored ordinance 
is heavily opposed by the American 
Beverage Association. 

Who Stands to Benefit: 


Kiddies’ nutrition and PE programs. 


To approximately no one’s 
surprise, Big Soda is not happy about 
Supervisor Scott Wiener’s proposed 
soda tax. Proposition E would tax sug- 
ary beverages at two cents per ounce, 
generating an estimated $30 million 
per year for the city that would go to- 
ward children’s nutrition and physical 
education programs. What is surpris- 
ing is how cartoonishly strong the 
soda companies are coming on. Cam- 
paign disclosure filings show that the 
“No on Prop. E” group has raised about 
$8 million so far from only one donor: 
The American Beverage Association, a 
lobbyist group funded by Coca-Cola 
Company and PepsiCo. 

These deep pockets 
enabled the anti-E campaign 
to paper the city with 
advertisements showing 
local small business owners, 
like Taylor Peck of soda 
emporium The Fizzary, 
imploring the public 
to vote against the 
tax because the 
cost of living and 
doing business : ; 
in San Francisco 
is already too 
high. Other spots 
use nanny state 
rhetoric: Isn't it 
our right as free 
Americans to drink 
sugary beverages 








Mike Koozmin 


until we collapse in a diabetes- 
induced coma if we so choose? The 
“No on E” campaign has spent more 
than $1.5 million on TV and radio 
spots alone — nearly six times the 
total amount raised by the “Yes on 
Prop. E” group, whose contributions 
come mainly from medical groups 
and health professionals. 

The proposed tax would apply to 
any “nonalcoholic beverage sold for 
human consumption that has one 
or more added caloric sweeteners 
and contains more than 25 calories 
per 12 ounces of beverage.” Which 
is fancy talk for soft drinks, sports 
drinks, iced tea, juice drinks, energy 
drinks, and fountain drinks. The 
tax wouldn't apply to milk, 100 
percent natural fruit or vegetable 
juices, infant formula, liquid meal 
replacements, or most syrups and 
powders. (Your grande Salted 
Caramel Mocha Frappucino® 

may contain 25 percent of your 
sugar for the day, but it’s safe 
for now.) 
City chief economist 
Ted Egan estimates 
that the tax would 
raise drink prices 
by about 23-36 
percent and reduce 
consumption by 
§ athird. The measure 
requires a two-thirds 
majority to pass, which 
seems unlikely at press 
time. Somewhere in a 
candy palace in Atlanta, 
Mr. Coca-Cola is sitting 
beside a fizzing swimming 
pool, twirling his mustache 
with glee. Anna Roth 
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Proposition F 


Development’s 


Sweet Spot 


Who's Behind It: Would-be Pier 
70 developer Forest City. 

Who Stands to Benefit: Would- 
be Pier 70 developer Forest City. 
Remember Prop. B last November? It 
was the fight over 8 Washington Street, 
aka the “Wall on the Waterfront.” While 
ostensibly just a procedural matter over 
a single parcel of land, it nonetheless 
became a(nother) proxy battle for the 
soul of San Francisco. 


This year, we have Prop. EF. 

It proposes to relax height restric- 
tions from 40 to 90 feet on 28 acres of 
Pier 70 (a 69-acre site in the Dog- 
patch currently owned by the Port of 
San Francisco) and get the city to “en- 
courage’ private redevelopment (i.e. 


rubber-stamp it when the time 
comes). The pending design looks to 
add up to 2,000 housing units (of 
which 30 percent will be affordable), 
up to 2 million square feet of mixed 
commercial space, and bayfront parks 
on a derelict former shipyard that’s 
now closed to the public, while pro- 
tecting the neighborhood’s character 
as a base for artists and light manu- 
facturers. It’s forward-thinking 
enough to include a seawall against a 
rising bay. 

If F appears superficially similar 
to B, it isn’t pitting rich developers 
against ordinary San Franciscans. 
(Or rather, there’s no shouting 
match between one set of rich 
people talking an anti-gentrification 
game versus another set of rich 
people that isn’t). 

In fact, Prop. F reveals ours 
to be one big happy City Family. 
The major newspapers, the Sierra 
Club, labor, housing activists, the 
neighborhood association, and 
elected officials at all levels support 
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it. Former Mayor Art Agnos (a 
vocal opponent of B, as well as of 
the proposed Warriors stadium) 
strongly backs F, telling SFGate. 
com, “It’s the best project I have 
seen in my 50 years in the city. It 
has no opposition from the right, 
the left, or the middle.” Former 
supervisors Quentin Kopp and 
Aaron Peskin agree. 

What little opposition there is 
seems haunted by the specter of 
an ever-more-populous San Fran- 
cisco, something that’s happening 
anyway. Did B become a flash- 
point simply because a controver- 
sy-starved ballot needed a villain? 
Or because 8 Washington is down- 
town while Pier 70 is peripheral? 





Yes on F/FC Pier 70, LLC 


“Yes on F"’ is a vote to revitalize 
Pier 70 on San Francisco's 
Southern Waterfront. 


Developer and obvious beneficiary 
Forest City has prudently kept a 
low profile, earning love with the 
occasional “Yes on F” barbecue. 
Assuming the project goes forward 
without revision, it might actually 
square the ultimate circle: develop- 
ment that pleases everybody. 
There’s one more hurdle if F 
passes, however. The State Lands 
Commission has filed suit, claiming 
city voters don't have the right to 
determine on waterfront height 
limits — which was the crux of 
another Prop. B, approved by voters 
in June. So the love-fest may be 
the early stages of a mobilization 
campaign. Right now, what sits at 
Pier 70 is AutoReturn’s long-term 
lot, which might be described as the 
Tow Yard Beyond Thunderdome. 
Anything would be an improvement 
over that. PK 
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Politics as 


Incubator 


By Kate Conger 


Venture capitalist Ron 
Conway made his emergence on San 
Francisco’s political scene in 2010 
when he supported the city’s sit-lie 
law, and has since dropped serious 
dough on a number of causes, 
including Ed Lee’s mayoral campaign 
and, most recently, a David Chiu for 
state Assembly campaign that paints 
Chiu’s opponent, David Campos, as 
soft on domestic violence. 

Conway even helped mold 
tech’s newest political big spender, 
Sean Parker, coaxing the Napster 
founder-turned-investor to donate 
$100,000 to Lee’s 2011 race. Parker 
first contributed to California po- 
litical campaigns the year prior, ac- 
cording to the California Secretary 
of State’s campaign finance data. 
That year, Parker spent $100,000 on 
a measure to legalize marijuana in 
the state and $250,000 on Million 
More Voters, which aimed to con- 
vince young adults to vote. Parker 
escalated his contributions in 2011: 
In addition to his Lee expenditure, 
he also gave money to the Demo- 
cratic State Central Committee of 
California and Lt. Gov Gavin New- 


Parker’s 


Contributions* 


Brown for Governor: $54,400 
Kamala Harris: $13,600 


Marshall Tuck for State Superinten- 
dent of Public Instruction: $6,800 


Prop 1: $500,000 
Prop 2: $500,000 
Prop 47: $100,000 
Prop A: $200,000 
Prop L: $49,000 
Prop J: $50,000 


Committee for Working Families: 


$25,000 


som — a guest at Parker’s lavish 
Medieval faery-themed wedding. 

But this year, Parker’s donations 
are different. He’s given more 
than $1 million to campaigns 
from Sacramento to Los Angeles, 
with particular focus on San 
Francisco. His local donations are 
a marksman’s grouping that looks 
less like a rich guy funding pet 
political causes and more like a 
seasoned venture capitalist making 
a series of business investments. 

Of the 44 political candidates 
and ballot measures facing San 
Francisco voters this November, 
Parker has funded at least nine of 
them. Conway has also funded at 
least nine, but favored San Fran- 
cisco supervisors over statewide 
measures. In other words, Parker 
is keeping pace with Conway quite 
well for his first big year on the lo- 
cal political scene. 

It’s the VC approach to politics: 
Invest in a variety of companies — 
or ballot initiatives — and see what 
sticks. 

Although Parker was unavailable 
for comment, his increased interest 


— and spending — in local politics 
can be seen as part of his effort to 
remake himself as an agent of the 
democratic process. 

Earlier this year, Parker joined 
forces with Conway and Salesforce 
CEO Marc Benioff, collectively 
investing $9.5 million to launch 
Brigade, a company that aims to 
leverage technology to increase 
civic engagement. In June, Brigade 
acquired Causes.com, a social 
fundraising site geared toward 
political causes. 

“Brigade will serve as a tool 
to empower people civically, 
enabling any person -- regardless 
of ideology or political affiliation 
-- to participate in their democracy 
in a way that is easy, social and 
enjoyable,” says Andrew Noyes, 
Brigade’s vice president of 
communications. 

Parker’s political debut is no 
accident. As he follows in Conway’s 
footsteps to shape the future of 
politics in San Francisco, he also 
reinforces the model by which 
other venture capitalists can do 
the same. 


Conways 


Contributions* 


Marshall Tuck for State Superintendent of Public 


Instruction: $113,600 
San Franciscans to Hold Campos Accountable: $74,900 


Prop A: $50,000 
Prop C: $50,000 
Prop J: $124,000 
Mark Farrell: $500 
Malia Cohen: $500 
Scott Wiener: $500 
Gov. Brown: $54,400 


Committee on Jobs Government Reform Fund: $10,000 


Govern for California Action Committee: $25,000 


San Francisco Democratic County Central Committee: 


$25,000 


San Francisco Alliance for Jobs and Sustainable 


Growth PAC: $10,000 


Mayor Ed Lee for San Francisco Committee: $15,000 


Tallied from the 2013-2014 election cycle as of 10/17/14, based on filings with the California Secretary of State. Excludes contribu- 
tions to campaigns not on the San Francisco ballot. 
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Propositions H &| 


Turf Wars 


Who's Behind It: Prop. H: A 
coalition of park preservationists, 
including members of the Sierra 
Club and the Coalition to Protect 
Golden Gate Park. Prop. I: A gaggle 
of supervisors convened at the 
mayor’s behest to put Prop. I on the 
ballot in order to override H. If both 
measures pass, some or all of the 
measure with fewer votes won't go 
into effect. 

Who Stands to Benefit: If 
H passes, its backers get to keep 
their “natural” vision of the city. 

If I passes, it will allow the city to 


So 
W 












finally carry out a $16 million soccer 
field renovation that could recoup 
money for its Recreation & Park 
Department, in the form of field 
rental fees. 


The soul of San Francisco is 
reflected in its soccer fields. Or so one 
would think from the debates over two 
ballot measures. Prop. H would nix the 
planned astroturf and artificial light- 
ing installation slated for Beach Chalet 
Athletic Fields, along with any similar 
restoration of the Polo Fields. Prop. I 
would effectively negate H. If both 


Many 


ays to 


Solve the 


ousing 
Crists 


By Pete Kane 


If there’s one thing San 
Franciscans agree on, it’s that there 
needs to bea solution to the city’s 
unaffordability. Sacramento did 
nothing, so voters this year are pre- 
sented with two options to remedy 
the situation: Prop. G, an antspecula- 
tion tax, and Prop. K, a plan for more 
affordable housing. Unfortunately, 
both appear inadequate to the task. 
Prop. G would levy a gradually 
decreasing surtax on buildings 
that are resold within five years 
of purchase or transfer. Its reach 
is riddled with exceptions and 
comes with a poison pill: allow- 
ing the supervisors to add even 
more exceptions, something some 
renters’ advocates would prefer. 
Better Housing Policies’ Josephine 
Zhao said G lacks “exemptions for 
people who have emergencies and 
need to cash out. Even if the home 
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has been in the family for ages, an 
heir will have to hold onto it for 
another five years. That’s not about 
speculation.” 

That clause has raised concerns 
among even some supporters. 

Real estate interests have amassed 
more than $1.5 million to sink the 
measure. 

The measure all but tore the 
county Democratic Party in half, 
eking out an endorsement only be- 
cause a rash of abstentions lowered 
the threshold. It’s possible that Su- 
pervisor David Chiu, who initially 
voted not to place it on the ballot, 
ended up supporting it solely 
because his Assembly race with Su- 
pervisor David Campos is so tight 
that Chiu couldn't risk giving Cam- 
pos the opportunity to tie him to 
greedy landlords. Moreover, since 
Supervisor Harvey Milk pushed for 
something similar just before his 
death, his memory has been used 


measures go down in flames, the 
Beach Chalet field renovation will pro- 
ceed as planned. 

The main Prop. H backers are preser- 
vationists of one sort or another, who 
all insist on keeping the park in its un- 
adulterated, grassy state. Though the 
fields in question are poorly main- 
tained and pockmarked with gopher 
holes, Prop. H supporters prefer that 
to the city’s planned renovation, which 
would include bleachers, a children’s 
playground, 60-foot light towers, and 
what members of the Sierra Club have 
taken to calling “toxic turf” — >> p24 


Not 


to sell this milder version. Prop. G, 
it seems, failed upward. 

Prop. K is simpler, theoretically. 
While all 11 supervisors approved 
it, its promise to construct or reha- 
bilitate 30,000 units (half of which 
would be affordable) is still a weak- 
er version of Supervisor Jane Kim’s 
original proposal. K is polling well, 
doesn’t antagonize Realtors or 
landlords, and has strong support 
from housing advocates. 

But the proposal’s text reveals 
all, or, rather, nothing. The goals 
are merely that: goals. There is no 
guarantee to enforce them and 
no mechanism to pay for them. 
Prop. K, nearly as meaningless 
as a city resolution denouncing 
terrorism, seems like a cop-out by 
elected officials who may realize 
the economics of the housing crisis 
extend far outside their purview 
but lack the courage to come out 
and say so. 
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Corner of Franklin & Fell * Box Office Open 


THU SUN 


10|23-26 


Music of Joe Henderson 


SFJAZZ COLLECTIVE 


Robin Eubanks trombone 
Miguel Zenon alto saxophone 
Avishai Cohen trumpet 

Obed Calvaire drums 


David Sanchez tenor saxophone 
Matt Penman bass 

Warren Wolf vibraphone 
Edward Simon piano 
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SUN 


1102 


Voice of Spain 


DIEGO EL CIGALA 


“One of the most beautiful 
Tlamenco voices of our time.” 
—PACO DE LUCIA 


THIS WEEK 


Roots & Soul Duo 


FREDERICKS BROWN 


“A sublime pop creation, 
infused with soul, rootsy — 
blues, and a slight 

island shimmer.” 
—MARQUEE MAGAZINE 


COMING SOON 


10/26 »ROBERTO FONSECA 10/30-11/02 »DIEGO EL CIGALA 11/13-11/16 > 
DORADO SCHMITT 11/28-29>BELA FLECK & ABIGAIL WASHBURN 
12/10-14 >JOHN COLTRANE’S A LOVE SUPREME 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
12/31-1/4 > MACEO PARKER’S FUNKY NEW YEAR’S WEEK AND MANY MORE 


SFIAZZ SEE FULL SEASON? ¢ SFJAZZ.org 
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Prop. H &I from p23 


the rubber-crumb substance that 
blankets soccer pitches throughout 
the city. 

Last week, the grass-huggers 
found an unexpected ally in the San 
Francisco Latino Democratic Club, 
which redoubled its fight against 
park privatization after video 
surfaced of Dropbox and Airbnb 
employees displacing pickup soccer 
players in the Mission. The now- 
ubiquitous “Mission Playground 
Is Not for Sale” video generated so 
much vitriol that San Francisco's 
Recreation & Park Department 
scrapped its permitting system 
for Mission Playground; the San 
Francisco Latino Democratic Club, in 
turn, took a public stance against the 
rehab effort at Beach Chalet. 

That pits the Latino Democratic 
Club against a vast swath of soccer 
lovers, who, ironically, have an ac- 
cessibility argument of their own. 
Newly renovated athletic fields 
would allow 1,000 more kids to play 
soccer and other sports, a veritable 
windfall in an area with constricted 
supply and voracious demand, the 
San Francisco Youth Soccer League 
notes in its rebuttal to H. ‘The city 
currently harbors 13,000 youth 
soccer players, many of whom get 
turned away each year because 
there’s no place to put them — and 
because grass fields shut down when 
it rains. Soccer enthusiasts have 
joined with Rec & Park, Mayor Ed 
Lee, and a campaign committee 
called “Let SF Kids Play” to back 
Prop. I, which has about three times 
as much funding as H. (H is bol- 
stered by a loose coalition of retirees 
and neighborhood groups; major I 
funders include PG&E and the three 
grown sons of Gap founder and Re- 
publican billionaire Donald Fisher). 
Yes, you did see an airplane commis- 
sioned by the San Francisco Glens 
Soccer Club buzz a Giants playoff 
game with a “Yes on |” banner. 

In many ways, this soccer field 
spat is part of an ongoing culture 
war regarding what kind of vision 
the city has for itself. The city does 
indeed stand to profit from renting 
the fields at Beach Chalet. The 
pristine, 7-acre field it envisions 
isn’t the kind that neighborhood 
kids could freely use for a pickup 
game; moreover, the Fishers’ City 
Fields Foundation, which partnered 
with Rec & Park to spearhead the 
renovation effort, is known for 
championing a privatized worldview. 

That said, Beach Chalet’s 
“natural” fields aren’t of much use 
to anyone. Rec & Park says they’re 
among the worst in the city, and 
because of drainage problems, 
they’re the last to reopen when 
it rains. That might satisfy the 
neighborhood coalitions that want 
to save San Francisco’s parkland 
from the soccer-industrial complex, 
but it doesn’t serve their arguments 
for accessible public space. RS 


Proposition J 


A Rising 
Tide 


Who's Behind It: San 
Francisco’s unions and politicians. 
Who Stands to Benefit: 


Low-income workers. 


Some bills are dangerous 
to get on the wrong side of. When 
the pro column includes Mayor Ed 
Lee and the major city unions, it’s 
understandable that Proposition J 
has no formal dissenters. The mea- 
sure would raise San Francisco’s 
minimum wage incrementally over 
the next four years to eventually 
land at $15 an hour in July 2018. 
That rate would mean a minimum 
salary of $31,000 per year fora 
full-time worker in the city. 

No one wants to come across 
like a cheapskate or on the 





wrong side of workers’ rights. 
But small business advocacy 
groups like the Golden Gate 
Restaurant Association and 

the San Francisco Council of 
District Merchant Associations 
say that the bill as written could 
have unintended consequences. 
Namely, prices could become 
higher at restaurants and mom- 
and-pop shops as businesses 
try to recoup the added 
expense; some may need to lay 
off employees. These groups 
wanted the measure to have 
more considerations for small 
businesses, like a longer phase-in 
period or a total compensation 
approach for calculating 
minimum wage, as the cost of 
doing business is higher here 
than in neighboring cities 
already. 

But with the backing of nearly 
every politico in the city, even the 
dissenters are resigned to the fact 
Prop. J is likely to pass. But they 
do want to encourage the public 
to vote with their wallets as well 
as their ballots. AR 
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Thu 10/23 | Dance 


DANCES 
WITH WOLVES 


The world’s most well-known sym- 
phonic poem for children has gotten a 
contemporary update. Sisters Megan 
and Shannon Kurashige, co-directors 
of dance company Sharp and Fine, 
have taken Peter and the Wolf, the 
earworm-infested 1936 score by Ser- 
gei Prokofiev, and reconceived it for 
five dancers and four jazz musicians 
on cornet, clarinet, cello, and saxo- 
phone led by Oakland composer and 
trumpet player Theo Padouvas. 
Though the classic story of a young 
boy’s triumphant conquest of a raven- 
ous wolf remains the framework for 
the new rendition, the Kurashiges also 
use the production as an occasion to 
explore the relationship between 
dancers and musicians, creating a sce- 
nario where the music is as visible as 
the dance as the players move freely 
about the stage, interacting with danc- 
ers and asserting their physical pres- 
ence as characters in the ballet. As 
with many stories for children, the 
dark and odd side is built in and here 
made to bust out. 

Sharp and Fine present Peter and 
the Wolf at 8 p.m. Oct 23-26 at ODC 
Theater, 3153 17th St., S.F. Tickets 
are $18-$28; sharpandfine.com. 
Irene Hsiao 


Science 


NERDS WILL 
BENERDS 


Never again will science fairs be domi- 
nated by gestating lima beans and vol- 
canoes erupting with baking soda. This 
summer a 15-year-old kid won $50,000 
for socks that let him know when 
gramps had gone wandering. It’s a great 
time to be a citizen scientist. And this is 
the place to do it. The Bay Area Sci- 
ence Festival offers more than 50 
mostly free events, ranging from fami- 
ly-friendly hikes to intensive lectures 
about electron microscopy. A few of our 
favorites include: the inaugural Nerd 
Nite Block Party, with speed dating, 
space rock, and video games along 11th 
Street; a live recording of NPR's hilari- 
ous game show Snap Judgment with 
“Breakthrough!” as its theme; an aural 
celebration of the 40th anniversary of 
Stanford’s seminal Center for Com- 
puter Research in Music and Acoustics; 
and the chance to watch the folks from 
Tested.com (and MythBusters) throw 
water balloons at each other in slow 
motion before defusing a virtual bomb 
using Oculus Rift technology. The 
whole festival culminates in a science 
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Tunes to Terrify 


Children 
Peter and the Wolf, 
Thursday 


shebang at AT&T Park with robots, 
stargazers, microbes, and mini-subs. 
Bay Area Science Festival starts at 
9 a.m. and continues through Nov. 
1 at various venues throughout the 
Bay Area. Tickets are free-$50; call 
894-0545 or visit bayareascience.org. 
Silke Tudor 


Fri 10/24 | Performance Art 


HOMECOMING 


In preparation for the annual Dia de los 
Muertos festival, which celebrates the 
spirits of the departed, sisters Natalia 
and Amanda Vigil host an evening of re- 
flection and performance. Embers: The 
Spirit of Home draws inspiration from 
the death of the Vigils’ father, which 
showed the sisters that the practice of 
mourning can transcend familial and cul- 
tural boundaries. Stepping into the role 
of curator, the pair selected 10 performa- 
tive artworks that examine the theme of 
home — a theme that is particularly rele- 
vant as many of those who once called 
San Francisco home are forced to re-ex- 
amine their understandings of the word 
in the face of rising housing costs and 
evictions. With works in film, music, spo- 
ken word, and more, The Spirit of Home is 
the perfect preparation for Dia de los 
Muertos and complements SOMArts’ 
current exhibition, Visions at Twilight: 
Dia de los Muertos 2014. 

Gathering the Embers: The Spirit of 
Home begins at 7 p.m. at SOMArts, 
934 Brannan St., S.F. Tickets are $8- 
$10; somarts.org. Kate Conger 


Sat 10/25 | Science 


FIREMAN 


Bob Miller painted with light, using 
elaborate systems of prisms and 
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mirrors, or just the holes between his 
fingers. His devotion and vision won 
him a grant from the NEA to create 
what became the Exploratorium’s 
famous “Sun Painting,” which shifts in 
shape and color with the movement of 
the sun. As one of the first artists 
invited to the science museum, he was 
largely responsible for its long-lived 
Artist In Residence program because, by 
the time he left almost 20 years later, he 
had authored many of the museum’s 
most beloved exhibits and influenced 
generations of thinkers, creators, and 
makers with elegant philosophies — 
philosophies best imparted during his 
legendary “Light Walks” around the 
museum grounds. In celebration of the 
40th anniversary of the Exploratorium’s 
AIR program, Light Walk: Bob Miller 
and the Exploratorium offers 
photographs, letters, papers, and 
singular objects related to this unique 
mind. For those of us who never had the 
pleasure of meandering through sun- 
dappled trees with Mr. Miller, his letters 
are a unique window. 

Light Walk starts at 10 a.m. and 
runs through Feb. 5 at the Main 
Library, 100 Larkin St., S.F. Tickets 
are free; call 557-4400 or visit sfpl.org. 
Silke Tudor 


Dance 


IT’S MIDNIGHT 
SOMEWHERE 


It’s that time of year again: Maybe 
you re feeling a little parched, a little 
iron-deficient, a little famished for the 
luscious squish of cerebral matter as 
your inner undead leaps to the creak of 
the cemeteries full of leaky coffins. Slip 
on your red leather jacket and your 
best sequined glove and get your zom- 
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bie on with hordes of aspiring corpses 
when the world unites in a séance of 
slinky dance moves replicating the 
most famous music video of all time, 
Michael Jackson’s Thriller. Take Thrill 
Day to spook-walk with feeling. Start 
at noon with zombie makeup and 
dance lessons, judge each other’s rags 
at the costume contest, and get ready 
for worldwide Thrill Time at 3 p.m. 

Thrill the World Bay Area pres- 
ents 2014 Thrill Day at noon at Stu- 
dio One Art Center, 365 45th Street, 
Oakland. Suggested donation of $10; 
thrilltheworldbayarea.com. Irene 
Hsiao 


Sun 10/26 | Tours 


SEEING THE SITES 


When we travel, most of us slow down 
and experience our environment 
through heightened awareness. 
Wouldn't it be great to meet our own 
city with the same time and attention? 
San Francisco Arts Commission 
Gallery’s Passport aims to do just 
that. Equal parts treasure hunt, 
walking tour, gallery hop, and 
autograph quest, Passport supplies 
participating travelers witha 
neighborhood map and a custom- 
made travel book in which to collect 
rubber stamps individually designed 
and dispersed by resident artists. This 
year's destination? The recently 
designated Calle 24 Latino Cultural 
District, which includes notable artists 
like Enrique Chagoya and Juana Alicia. 
While completed passports can be 
purchased by the armchair traveler — 
and have been sold on eBay for as 
much as $1,000 — that is entirely 
missing the point. You have to be there 
to experience the unexpected, like 
spicy candy, devastatingly beautiful 
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art, or the quick smile of a new friend. 
Allow yourself two to three hours. 

Passport begins at 11:30 a.m. at 
24th Street Mini Park, 24th Street 
and York Street, S.F. After-party 
follows at 4 p.m. at Galeria de la 
Raza, 2857 24th St., S.F $25; 554- 
6080 or sfartscommission.org. 
Silke Tudor 


Tue 10/28 | Comedy 


AVE MARIA 


Rough week? Does it feel like your 
brain is going to melt or explode? And 
sometimes it feels as though no one 
really understands what it’s like to feel 
afraid or alone? You should go see 
Maria Bamford. And maybe a 
therapist or spiritual counselor as well, 
but definitely try to see Maria 
Bamford. For one thing, she seems to 
understand what it’s like to have scary 
feelings. She also seems to understand 
better than most comedians how to 
use her deepest troubles to form a life- 
affirmingly hilarious and strange 
comedy set. You may recognize her 
from the latest season of Arrested 
Development, or from a series of Target 
ads in which she played a crazy Target 
shopper at Christmastime. If you go 
see one of her upcoming shows at 
Cobb’s, you will probably feel better 
about your life. Even if you only feel 
better in those precise moments when 
you re actively laughing, and even if the 
darkness re-envelopes you as soon as 
you leave the club that night, you can 
always close your eyes and remember 
the jokes she made. 

Maria Bamford performs Tuesday 
and Wednesday at 8 p.m. at Cobb’s 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus Ave., S.F. 
$31; 928-4320 or cobbscomedyclub. 
com. Emilie Mutert 
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Tae a> LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by email 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


COMEDY 


A Show with People in It: Number 2: Sketch comedy, 
improv, and musical variety show. Mon., Oct. 27, 
9 p.m., $8-$10. Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mis- 
sion,401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 

Attractive Camp: Monthly comedy riffing party with 
free pizza and lots of pretty people with perfect 
teeth. Fourth Sunday of every month, 8 p.m., face- 
book.com/AttractiveCamp. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia,643-3373, lostweekendvideo.com. 

Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ local 
comedy showcase. Fridays, 10 p.m., $5, brownpap- 
ertickets.com/event/559273. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter,433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Big City Improv: Actors take audience suggestions 
and create comedy from nothing. Fridays, 10 p.m., 
$20; $15, bigcityimprov.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter,433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Billy Wayne Davis: With Erin Dewey Lennox, Scott 
Simpson (Friday only), and Johnny Taylor (Saturday 
only). Oct. 24-25, 8 p.m., $15-$18. Doc's Lab, 124 
Columbus,649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Blush! Comedy in the Castro: With Josh Argyle, Eloisa 
Bravo, Loren Kraut, Matt Lieb, Stefani Silverman, and 
Joe Tobin. Wed., Oct. 22, 8 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
BlushComedy. Blush! Wine Bar, 476 Castro,558-0893, 
blushwinebar.com. 

Bridget Everett: Sun., Oct. 26, 8 p.m., $20. The 
Independent, 628 Divisadero,771-1420, www.thein- 
dependentsf.com. 

The Business: Bucky Sinister, David Gborie, Nato Green, 
Natasha Muse, and Jules Posner have moved offices 
once again, now bringing their alternative comedy to 
Polk Gulch every Friday evening. Fridays, 7:30 p.m., 
$10, facebook.com/thebusinesscomedy. Hemlock 
Tavern, 1131 Polk,923-0923, hemlocktavern.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen and Eloisa Bravo offer 
comedians (and audiences) a chance to unburden 
their minds at this regular night of stand-up. Satur- 
days, 10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter,433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi 
and guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi. 
com. Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement,387-6343, 


Thu 10/23 | Lit 


neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy by Michael: Monthly stand-up comedy show 
hosted by Michael D. Booker. Last Saturday of every 
month, 8 p.m., $15-$20, michaelbookerentertain- 
ment.com. Englander Sports Pub, 101 Parrott, San 
Leandro, 510-357-3571, englanderpub.com. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free; free. BrainWash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom,861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Comet Club Comedy: Your free weekly chance to laugh 
in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/cometclubcomedy. Comet Club, 
3111 Fillmore,567-5589. 

Cup o’ Comedy: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Second and Fourth Thursday of every month, 
7p.m., free, dannydechi.com. Emma's Coffeehouse, 
5549 Geary,933-6632. 

Cynic Cave: With Kaseem Bentley, Nicole Calasich, 
Scott Capurro, Vincent Chuang, Jesse Elias, Juan 
Medina, Jessica Sele, and Land Smith-Abbinante. 
Sat., Oct. 25, 8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 
Valencia,643-3373, lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the Un- 
Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 28, $15. Un-Scripted Theater, 
533 Sutter,un-scripted.com. 

David Klein: Super Ultimate Workout: With Kyle 
McFadden, Matthew Groom, and host Joey Devine. 
Fri., Oct. 24, 9 p.m., $8-$10. Dark Room Theater, 2263 
Mission,401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 

Deathsquad Comedy: Tue., Oct. 28, 8 p.m., $17.50. 
Punch Line, 444 Battery,397-7573, punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

Doc's Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to the 
North Beach space formerly occupied by landmark 
nightclub The Purple Onion — and this weekly open 
mic means that you, too, can share the same stage 
where Lenny Bruce once stood. Mondays, 7 p.m., free. 
Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus,649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Don’t Watch This Show LIVE: Monthly sketch comedy 
program. Fourth Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., 
$10. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia,stagewerx.org. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St.,954-0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Emo Philips: Oct. 22-25, $16-$22. Punch Line, 444 
Battery,397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Fun Times with Friends: Fourth Wednesday of every 
month, 8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valen- 
cia,643-3373, lostweekendvideo.com. 

Funny Fun at Club 21: With headliner Ngaio Bealum and 
host Dan Mires. Thu., Oct. 23, 8 p.m., $10. Club 21, 2111 
Franklin, Oakland, 510-268-9425, club2loakland.com. 

Gary Owen: Oct. 24-26, $25. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 
Columbus,928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

Harvey’s Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. Tues- 
days, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro,431-4278, 
harveyssf.com. 

H#Hashtag: Food carts and free comedy with hosts 
Andrew Holmgren and Justin Gomes. Fridays, 9 
p.m., free. SOMA StrEat Food Park, 428 1ith St.,so- 
mastreatfoodpark.com. 


WHEN FACT BECOMES FICTION 


Elizabeth Rosner’s first full-length collection of poems, Gravity, was writ- 
ten over the past 20 years. She says it “can be described as a memoir, really, 
covering the emotional and psychological landscape of my childhood, focus- 
ing on what I consider my ‘inheritance’ as a daughter of two Holocaust survi- 
vors” — a theme she addressed in her first novel, The Speed of Light (2001), 
which has been translated into nine languages and was optioned by actress 
Gillian Anderson, who is making the film her directorial debut. Rosner is also 
the author of the national bestselling novel Blue Nude (2006), and this party 
is, in addition to the launch for Gravity, a launch for her third novel, Electric 
City. The novel is set in her hometown of Schenectady, N.Y., where Thomas 
Edison built Edison Machine Works in 1892, and tells the tale of a brilliant 
mathematician who is drawn to the town, and of the daughter of one of 
many scientists who works for The Company in the same town, decades 
later, whose coming-of-age coincides with the town’s collapse. “There are cer- 
tain pieces in Gravity that very specifically overlap with the experiences of 
my fictional characters,” Rosner says. She will read from both books. 

An Evening with Elizabeth Rosner starts at 6 p.m. at Alley Cat 
Books, 3036 24th St. Free; call 824-1761 or visit facebook.com/ 
events/697855366963238. Evan Karp 
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#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy presented 
by True Hustle Entertainment. Wednesdays, 7 p.m., 
truehustleentertainment.com. BrainWash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom,861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Jam Pack #1: Ron Lynch, Colin Mahan, Mike Meehan, 
and DJ Real team up for an avant-garde comedy night 
that they warn “may be weird.” Wed., Oct. 22, 8 p.m., 
$10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia,643-3373, 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Jury Duty: It’s your civic responsibility to enjoy 
Fun Times with Friends. Fourth Monday of every 
month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight,387-6455, 
milksf.com. 

Kelly Anneken: Release party for Anneken’s comedy 
album Twenty Minutes to Sell, with opening assists 
from Joey Devine, Karinda Dobbins, David Gborie, 
Bryant Hicks, Natasha Muse, Jessica Sele, and Mimi 
Vilmenay. Wed., Oct. 22, 8 p.m., $8-$10. Doc's Lab, 
124 Columbus,649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Laughgasm: Mon., Oct. 27, 8:30 p.m., free. The Rite 
Spot Cafe, 2099 Folsom,552-6066, ritespotcafe.net. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
oaklandlayover.com. 

Learn from Me: Comedians Yayne Abeba, Jesse Elias, 
Nathan Habib, Drew Harmon, Chris Storin, Cameron 
Vannini, and Jason Wheeler show you how it’s 
done. Thu., Oct. 23, 8 p.m., $8-$10. Doc's Lab, 124 
Columbus,649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

LOL Mondays: With rotating hosts Valerie Branch, 
Andrew Orolfo, Sandra Risser, and Tuesday Thomas. 
Mondays, 7 p.m., free, facebook.com/LolAtOmg. OMG, 
43 Sixth St.,896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Maria Bamford: Oct. 28-29, $25. Cobb's Comedy Club, 
915 Columbus,928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

The Mess: A Messy Sketch Comedy Show: Oct. 
23-25, 8 p.m., $15, facebook.com/EastBayMess. 
Firehouse Art Collective, 3192 Adeline, Berkeley, 
firehouseartcollective.blogspot.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, Trevor 
Hill, and Jessica Sele. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, mis- 
sionpositionlive.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 
Valencia,643-3373, lostweekendvideo.com. 

Move Along! Nothing to See Here!: Free comedy show 
with host Joey Devine. Mondays, 7:30-10 p.m., free. 
The Night Light, 311 Broadway, Oakland, 510-282-1413, 
thenightlightoakland.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) plus guests. 
Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeonmars.com. 
Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St.,693-9588. 

Open Mic & Comedy Showcase: Hosted by Kollin 
Holtz. Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m. S.F. Eagle, 398 12th 
St.,626-0880, sf-eagle.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live au- 
dience. Fridays, 8-11 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 2781 
2\st St.,mutinyradio.fm. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 
383-9600, 142throckmortontheatre.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Cellar Dwellers: With 
headliner Jamarr Johnson. Oct. 24-25, 7:30 p.m., 
$15, (415) 921-2051, purpleonionatkells.com. Kells 
Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson,kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: New Talent Showcase: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson,kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Purple Onion All-Stars: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 8:15 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson,kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: The Later Show: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, purple- 
onionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 
Jackson,kellsirish.com. 

Rajeev’s Big Night Out: Rajeev Dhar hosts stand-up 
comedy, live music, and more. Sat., Oct. 25, 9 p.m., 
$7. Amnesia, 853 Valencia,970-0012, amnesiat- 
hebar.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisa- 
tional theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17-$20, 
improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sut- 
ter,433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch Line, 
444 Battery,397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Slanted Comedy: Thu., Oct. 23, 8 p.m., $15. Cobb's 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus,928-4320, cobbscom- 
edy.com. 


| . ~~ / é x 








¥. 


oe 


leboher 
AWOL by LANs AINA RRs 


JORINLK Trusty 
Ie it wD 7) or 







Bring your kids to Flax 
for two fun events: 
Saturday, Oct. 25th 
Little Pumpkin painting 
(thanks Americana Paints!) 
Friday, Oct. 31st 

Trick or Treat off the Street! 
Candy, treats and Face Painting 
with Crystal Gonzalez (thanks 


Snazzaroo!) 
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Fri 10/24 | Lit 


FLOCK OF POETS 


Several months ago, The Bay Area Public School put a call out for work, re- 
sponding to the American poet Alice Notley, who’s supported herself for a 
long time as a poet (while living in Paris since 1992) and is generally consid- 
ered to be one of the sharpest poets alive. They’ve put together a sympo- 
sium of the best work that was sent in, which includes a dramatic 
performance of Notley’s impressionistic play Anne's White Glove, which pre- 
miered in 1985 in New York, where Notley was a major player in the influ- 
ential New York School of Poets scene. There will be panels featuring an 
astounding list of poets from near and far, including Bernadette Mayer, 
Maggie Nelson, Norman Fischer, Brenda lijima, and Dana Ward, with a key- 
note talk by Eileen Myles and a special performance by Notley, who will be 
taking it all in during one of her rare trips to the States. As if that’s not 
enough, The Public School has published four of Notley’s previously uncol- 
lected essays as the first book from its new press, which will be available. 
The symposium ends in a Town Hall with Alice Notley, which will likely be 
as unforgettable as it is currently mysterious. 

Alette in Oakland starts at 7:30 p.m. at Omni Commons, 4799 Shat- 
tuck Ave., Oakland. Free; visit aletteinoakland.blogspot.com. Evan 


Karp 


Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines followed 
by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. Stork Club, 
2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, stork- 
cluboakland.com. 

The Tabernacle: Weekly comedy congregation with 
Matt Lieb, Torio Van Grol, Steve Post, and guests. 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., $5. Dark Room Theater, 2263 
Mission,401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. Am- 
nesia, 853 Valencia,970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

The Vice Principals of Comedy: With Sam DiSalvo, 
Kristee Ono, Land Smith-Abbinante, and headliner 
Reggie Steele. Fri., Oct. 24, 7:30 p.m., $12, facebook. 
com/VicePrincipalsOfComedy. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia,643-3373, lostweekendvideo.com. 

Walk the Plank: Dozens of contestants fight for the 
prize in this cutthroat local comedy competition. 
Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through Oct. 26, free, face- 
book.com/walktheplankcomedy. Neck of the Woods, 
406 Clement,387-6343, neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Wyatt Cenac Live in Brooklyn in _(insert city 
name here)__: Wed., Oct. 22, 8:30 p.m., $20. 
Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus,928-4320, 
cobbscomedy.com. 


DANCE - 
PERFORMANCES 


Baxtalo Drom: International shimmying for lovers 
of Balkan music, bellydancers, and burlesque. 
Fourth Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5-$10, 
facebook.com/pages/Baxtalo-Drom-The-Lucky- 
Road/509158232438278. Amnesia, 853 Valen- 
cia,970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 


Fri 10/24 | Dance 


Dance Theatre of San Francisco: Entering its second 
season, one of the city's newest troupes presents 
world premieres of works by Mark Foehringer, San- 
drine Cassini, Milissa Payne Bradley, and Dexandro 
“D" Montalvo. Oct. 24-25, 8 p.m.; Sun., Oct. 26, 7 
p.m., $20-$45, dancetheatresf.org. Fort Mason, 
Cowell Theater, Marina,345-7575, fortmason.org. 

Deborah Slater Dance Theater: Line of Beauty: 
This series of free, 15-minute, site-specific dance 
improvisations is inspired by both the architecture 
of the JCCSF and Diane Ackerman’s book A Natural 
History of the Senses, with each performance rear- 
ranging a sequence of choreographed solos, duets, 
trios, and quartets. Fri., Oct. 24, 1:15 & 3:30 p.m.; Sat., 
Oct. 25, 11:15 a.m. &1p.m., free, deborahslater.org. 
Jewish Community Center of San Francisco, 3200 
California,292-1200, jccsf.org. 

HD'ike Nui O ND Lei Hulu: San Francisco's ND Lei 
Hulu! Ka WDkiu presents its annual Hawaiian dance 
spectacular. Sat., Oct. 25, 7 p.m.; Sun., Oct. 26, 12 & 
5 p.m., $25-$35. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon,567- 
6642, palaceoffinearts.org. 

Requisitedance: A Study of Inbetweens: Featuring 
works by requisitedance directors Jenna Monroe 
and Michaela Shoberg as well as contributions by 
guest choreographers Cathleen McCarthy and Ray 
Tadio. Oct. 24-25, 8 p.m.; Sun., Oct. 26, 7 p.m., $15- 
$20 advance, requisitedance.com. Dance Mission 
Theater, 3316 24th St.,273-4633, dancemission.com. 

Sasha Waltz & Guests: Impromptus: The Berlin-based 
company brings a spare set of just seven performers 
to dance to five of Franz Schubert's impromptus and 
four of his lieder, each to be played live by pianist 
Cristina Marton and mezzo-soprano Ruth Sandhoff. 
Oct. 24-25, 8 p.m., $40-$96. UC Berkeley, Zellerbach 
Hall, 2430 Bancroft, Berkeley, 510-642-9988, 


MODERNITY AND ITS DISCONTENTS 


With the wheels of progress and destruction locked on a shared axis in an ev- 
er-accelerating spin, the alienation, exaggeration, and intense emotion of ex- 
pressionism haven't been out of fashion for at least a hundred years. For those 
with a particular hankering after the hybrid manifestation of Tanztheater, 
don’t miss the one opportunity to experience Berlin-based company Sasha 
Waltz & Guests on American soil in 2014. Choreographer Waltz brings a 
spare set: just seven dancers to dance to five of Franz Schubert’s impromptus 
and four of his lieder, to be performed live by pianist Cristina Marton and mez- 
zo-soprano Ruth Sandhoff. Longtime collaborator Thomas Schenk designs a 
set that features a gold parallelogram suspended above the stage, a pendulum 
for a multidimensional universe, the bright edge of a cage, a Euclidean memoir 
in elliptic and hyperbolic times — something to feel, not to calculate. 

Cal Performances presents Sasha Waltz & Guests, Impromptus, at 8 p.m. 
and through Oct. 25 at Zellerbach Hall, UC Berkeley campus, Bancroft Way 
at Dana, Berkeley. Tickets are $40-$96; (510) 642-9988, sashawaltz.de, 


calperformances.org. Irene Hsiao 
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Beer or Wine tasting for 4 hours, 1-Spm. 
- Requires VIP addmission 
- must be 21 
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calperformances.org. 

Sharp & Fine: Peter and the Wolf: Sisters Megan and 
Shannon Kurashige, co-directors of dance company 
Sharp & Fine, have taken Sergei Prokofiev's ear- 
worm-infested 1936 score and reconceived it for five 
dancers and four jazz musicians. Though the story 
of a boy's triumphant conquest of a ravenous wolf 
remains the framework for this new rendition, the 
Kurashiges also explore the relationship between 
dancers and musicians as the players move freely 
about the stage, interacting with dancers and 
asserting their physical presence as characters in 
the ballet. Oct. 23-25, 8 p.m.; Sun., Oct. 26, 2 p.m., 
$18-$28, sharpandfine.com. ODC Theater, 3153 17th 
St.,863-6606, odctheater.org. 


THEATER 


The Barbary Coast Revue: Historical song-and- 
dance cavalcade written and directed by Blake 
Wiers. Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through Nov. 
29, $20, barbarycoastrevue.com. Sub-Mission Art 
Space (Balazo 18 Gallery), 2183 Mission,255-7227, 
sf-submission.com. 

Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical revue 
spoofs pop culture with extravagant costumes. 
Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green,421-4222, beachblanketbabylon.com. 

Butt Kapinski: Fringe theater meets film noir in this 
comically interactive solo show starring Deanna 
Fleysher (and, quite possibly, you). Oct. 25-26, 7 
p.m., $10-$30, buttkapinski.com. Chez Poulet, 3359 
Cesar Chavez, San Francisco. 

Coming Out Kinky: A Grown Up Comedy: Jean Franz- 
blau retraces the steps of her sexual awakening by 
portraying a veritable orgy’s worth of characters in 
this lusty one-woman show. Fri., Oct. 24, 8 p.m., $20- 
$30. Center for Sex & Culture, 1349 Mission,902-2071, 
sexandculture.org. 

Cops and Robbers: The uneasy state of affairs between 
the police and the black community drives this solo 
show by rapper-turned-lawman Jinho “The Piper” 
Ferreira. Sundays, 7:30 p.m. Continues through Nov. 
30. The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 
510-704-8291, themarsh.org. 

Die, Mommie, Die!: Murder schemes, dreams of 
revenge, and men in drag are the order of the day 
as J. Conrad Frank (aka Katya Smirnoff-Skyy) steps 
into the high heels of Charles Busch in this kitschy 
satire of Hollywood's “Grande Dame Guignol” films. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Nov. 2, 
$25-$45. New Conservatory Theatre Center, 25 Van 
Ness,861-8972, nctcsf.org. 

Drowning Kate / Un-Hinged: A Silent Opera: Wily 
West closes out its 2014 season with two world 
premieres — Morgan Ludlow's Drowning Kate and 
Krista Knight's Un-Hinged — staged on alternating 
days. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through 
Oct. 25, $14-$35, wilywestproductions.com. Exit 
Theatre, 156 Eddy,673-3847, theexit.org. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
songs and sketches that take a humorous look at 
the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
$34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter,433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Harry Thaw Hates Everybody: 15 years after its Los 
Angeles debut, the Shotgun Players finally mount a 
San Francisco version of Laural Meade’s genre-jump- 
ing account of a murderous love triangle in the Gilded 
Age. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Nov. 
16, $3-$35. Shotgun Players, 1901 Ashby, Berkeley, 
510-841-6500, shotgunplayers.org. 

Ideation: This thriller was so successful last year as 
part of the company's low-budget Sandbox Series 
that S.F. Playhouse is reprising it, with the same cast 
and director, for the main stage. Aaron Loeb's taut 
play, which won the prestigious Will Glickman Award 
for best play to premiere in the Bay Area in 2013, 
follows consultants so morally blindsided that they 
have lost the capacity to tell whether what they're 
doing is right — or even say who they're working 
for. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Nov. 8, 
$20-$120. San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post,677- 
9596, sfplayhouse.org. 

Kurt Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse-Five: The 
time-jumping satirical science fiction novel be- 
comes a multimedia stage play, here based on Eric 
Simonson’'s 1996 adaptation and directed by Custom 
Made’s Brian Katz. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Oct. 26, $20-$50. The Custom Made Theatre 
Co., 1620 Gough,798-2682, custommade.org. 

Memphis on My Mind: Rebecca Fisher's solo show re- 
captures the humid days of her Tennessee youth with 
Fisher portraying over a dozen different characters. 
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Sun 10/26 | Comedy 


BELYQMYQ 


The comedy lineup at the newly 
opened Doc’s Lab is already prov- 
ing to be solid, as solid as a bone, 
a funny bone, perhaps, and this 
week it’s hosting Myq Kaplan, 
unabashed nerd and former Last 
Comic Standing finalist. Myq, pro- 
nounced “Mike,” has competed in 
a joke-off with a comedy robot on 
an NPR show, and you know that 
can only be because he has built 
up some very legitimate nerd 
credibility. You may know hin, if 
not from LCS, from his podcast 
Hang Out With Me (A Myq Kaplan 
Podcast), or you may have seen 
one of his many appearances on 
the late-night shows on which co- 
medians often appear. Though 
he is an East Coast-based comic, 
the vegan atheist will likely finda 
receptive audience in S.F. Joining 
him on stage Sunday are comedi- 
ans Nato Green, Anna Drezen, 
and Chris Duffy. 

Mygq Kaplan performs Sun- 
day at 9 p.m. at Doc’s Lab, 124 
Columbus Ave., S.F. $10-$12; 
649-6191 or docslabsf.com. 
Emilie Mutert 


Each performance is followed by a dinner featuring 
live blues music and food from Berkeley's Grégoire 
restaurant. Starting Oct. 25, Saturdays, Sundays, 
5 p.m. Continues through Nov. 23, $25-$100. The 
Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 510-704- 
8291, themarsh.org. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, performance 
artists, and others take the stage at this regular 
staging of works in progress. Mondays, $7. The Marsh 
Theater, 1062 Valencia,826-5750, themarsh.org. 

Never Own Anything You Have to Paint or Feed: 
Howard Petrick hops a freight and takes to the 
rails in this one-man show that recalls his hobo 
days of the mid-Sixties. Wed., Oct. 22, 7:30 p.m., 
$10-$15. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia,826-5750, 
themarsh.org. 

New Threads Reading Series: Free weekly staged read- 
ings of plays with Middle Eastern themes — including 
works by Hassan Abdulrazzak, Ismail Khalidi, Daria 
Polatin, and Torange Yeghiazarian — presented by 


Mon 10/27 | Science 


SPACE TIME 


Golden Thread Productions. Mondays, 7 p.m. Con- 
tinues through Oct. 27, free, goldenthread.org. The 
Thick House, 1695 18th St.,401-8081, thickhouse.org. 

Noises Off: Revival of Michael Frayn’s behind-the-stage- 
curtain theatrical farce. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through Oct. 25, $38. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter,433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Obscura: Christian Cagical returns for another series 
of intimate shows that mix storytelling with magic. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Nov. 2, 
$28-$32. Aurora Theatre Company, 2081 Addison, 
Berkeley, 510-843-4822, auroratheatre.org. 

The Oresteia: Cutting Ball Theater kicks off its new 
season with this free marathon reading of Ted 
Hughes’ translation of the epic Aeschylus trilogy. 
Sun., Oct. 26, 1 p.m., free, cuttingball.com. Exit 
Theatre on Taylor, 277 Taylor,673-384/, sffringe.org. 

Party People: Written by New York's Universes en- 
semble, developed in Berkeley Rep's Ground Floor, 
and debuted at the prestigious Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival, this riotous stage musical is based on exten- 
sive interviews with veterans of the Black Panthers 
and the Young Lords. Through a powerful mixture of 
urgent monologues, Nuyorican verse, hip-hop beats, 
Spanish boleros, and jazz, Party People tackles the 
grassroots organizations’ thorny legacy and pierces 
the heart of the matter: Whatever their origins or 
culminations, these movements were fueled and 
inflamed by injustices that feel all too familiar 
today. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Nov. 
16, $29-$79. Berkeley Repertory’s Thrust Stage, 
2025 Addison, Berkeley, berkeleyrep.org. 

Recipe: Central Works presents a typically political new 
comedy by San Francisco Mime Troupe’s Michael 
Gene Sullivan in which a pack of sweet snack-baking 
grandmas long to whip up a fresh batch of revolu- 
tion. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Nov. 
23, $15-$28, centralworks.org/recipe. Berkeley 
City Club, 2315 Durant, Berkeley, 510-848-7800, 
berkeleyhistorichotel.com. 

RedWolf: Ragged Wing Ensemble inverts the victimiza- 
tion of Little Red Riding Hood in this world premiere 
of Amy Sass and Anthony Clarvoe's adult tale of ‘a 
journey from girlhood to wolfhood.” Fridays-Sundays. 
Continues through Nov. 8, $25-$40, raggedwing.org. 
The Flight Deck, 1540 Broadway, Oakland, 510-479- 
0710, theflightdeck.org. 

Semi-Famous: Hollywood Hell Tales from the Middle: 
This all-new solo show written, performed, and di- 
rected by Don Reed takes you to the less-than-glam- 
orous backstages of La La Land. Saturdays, 8:30 p.m.; 
Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through Nov. 30, $20- 
$100. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia,826-5750, 
themarsh.org. 

Sexual Perversity in Chicago: The Beverly Hills Play- 
house of San Francisco presents David Mamet's raw 
1970s drama. Fridays-Sundays. Continues through 
Oct. 25, $15-$25, bhpsanfrancisco.com. The Phoenix 
Theatre, 414 Mason,336-1020, phoenixtheatresf.org. 

Shakespeare and the Alchemy of Gender: Lisa Wolpe 
performs this cross-gender solo show that adapts 
and interweaves some of Shakes’ most famous 


Until we make for-sure contact with extraterrestrial life, the question of 
whether or not it exists, whether or not there’s someone out there, will con- 
tinue to inspire science-fictional visions. But scientists know so much now 
about the universe, especially in terms of the number of hospitable planets 
that do for-sure exist in our very own Milky Way galaxy. The question re- 
mains, though, that if there are so many of these Earth-like worlds, where 
are the people-like creatures? Why have others not initiated contact with 
our meat bodies? Why won't they respond to our emails or late-night texts? 
Why not get an expert’s take on this and attend the “Are We Alone in the 
Cosmos?” science debate (part of the Bay Area Science Festival) featuring 
Berkeley astronomy professor Geoff Marcy and SETI chief scientist Dan 
Werthimer. For one, you're curious. For two, it’s free. For three, you'll hear 
experts debating something that’s truly exciting for even the most sci- 
ence-phobic and earthbound thinkers to contemplate. Because aliens are 
important, and even the mere idea of them affects the ways in which we see 


ourselves. 


“Are We Alone in the Cosmos?” starts at 7:30 p.m. at the Thurgood 
Marshall Auditorium, 45 Conkling St., S.F. Admission is free but register 
with Eventbrite; wonderfest.org/are-we-alone/. EM 
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The Week in Cheap 


By Johnny Funcheap 


CLARION ALLEY MURAL BLOCK PARTY 


One of the city’s most colorful blocks celebrates 22 years of creating and 
showcasing public art with an all-day annual party. Check out the latest mu- 
rals with 10 hours of bands and DJs along with film projections on the walls. 

Saturday, Oct. 25, noon-10 p.m.; between Mission and Valencia, 17th 
and 18th streets, S.F; Free; bit.ly/muralpartay. 


ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW 


EXTRAVAGANZA 


Calling all sweet transvestites! Break out your own fishnets at this awe- 
somely renovated Castro bar for the Rocky Horror costume contest. Or be 
boring and sit on the sidelines watching a full cast act out and lip sync toa 


screening of this cult classic. 


Friday, Oct. 24, 10 p.m.; 4067 18th St., S.F; Free; bit.ly/rockysun. 


JOURNEY TO THE END OF THE NIGHT 


A free annual street game of epic proportions, about 2,000 people partici- 
pate in this race and chase through the city streets at night. Travel by foot or 
Muni (sorry, no Uber allowed) in a game that’s a cross between capture the 


flag and a scavenger hunt. 


Saturday, Oct. 25, 6 p.m.; UN Plaza, S.F; free, but RSVP required; 


ichaseyou.com. 


NERD NITE “BLOCK PARTY” 


Like The Blob, the Bay Area Science Festival keeps growing. Play old-school 
video games at Folsom Street Foundry, attend nerd science lectures at Pis- 
ton & Chain, or take a guided field trip to hidden craftsmen and artisan 


workshops in SOMA. 


Friday, Oct. 24, 6-10 p.m. SOMA near Folsom and 10th Street, S.F; 


Most events free; bit.ly/blocknerds. 


Visit Funcheap.com for a hand-picked list of more fun, free and cheap 


things to do in San Francisco. 


works — including Hamlet, Romeo and Juliet, The 
Merchant of Venice, and more — into her own dra- 
matic family history. Sat., Oct. 25, 7 p.m., Free with 
RSVP (required), sfshakes@sfshakes.org, sfshakes. 
org/special/fall2014.html. Presidio Officers’ Club, 50 
Moraga,561-4000, presidioofficersclub.com. 

Shocktoberfest 15: The Bloody Débutante: It's time 
for another fun trip to the asylum as the Thrillped- 
dlers stage their annual Grand Guignol spectacle 
combining comedy with carnage. Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays, 8 p.m.; Through Oct. 29, 8 p.m. Continues 
through Nov. 22, $30-$35. The Hypnodrome, 575 
10th St.,377-4202, thrillpeddlers.com. 

Solo Sundays: A monthly showcase of solo perfor- 
mances. Last Sunday of every month, 7 p.m., $12. 
Stage Werx, 446 Valencia,stagewerx.org. 

Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street: 
Music, murder, and meat pies ... Stephen Sondheim's 
bloodiest creation comes back to Mountain View for a 
Halloween run. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Nov. 2, $19-$74, theatreworks.org. Mountain View 
Center for the Performing Arts, 500 Castro, Mountain 
View, 650-903-6000, mountainview.gov/mvcpa. 

The Tempest: No historical throwback, this Afri- 
can-American Shakespeare Company adaptation sets 
the Bard’s legendary last play in an all-too-imagin- 
able near future rife with corporate power, greed, 
and environmental destruction. Saturdays, 8 p.m.; 
Sundays, 3 p.m. Continues through Nov. 9, $15-$34, 
african-americanshakes.org. Buriel Clay Theater, 
762 Fulton,/62-2071, african-americanshakes.org. 

Terror-Rama: Sindie Chopper hosts double-feature 
performances of two in-the-flesh Halloween horror 
plays: Creep by Nick Pappas and Camp Evil by 
Anthony R. Miller. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Thu., 
Oct. 30, 8 p.m. Continues through Nov. 1, $20-$25, 
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awesometheatre.org. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy,673- 
3847, theexit.org. 


Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind: A twice- 


weekly theater experiment in which the S.F. Neo-Fu- 
turists attempt to perform 30 short plays ... in 
random order ... ina mere 60 minutes... with a ticking 
timeclock to keep them honest. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m., $15, sfneofuturists.com. Boxcar Playhouse, 
505 Natoma,/76-1747, boxcartheatre.org. 


The Waiting Period: Inspired by his own battles with 


depression, Brian Copeland dedicates these rep- 
ertory performances of his autobiographical solo 
show to families who have lost loved ones to suicide, 
with a portion of ticket proceeds being donated to 
the families’ chosen charities. Saturdays, 5 p.m. 
Continues through Nov. 22, $35-$100. The Marsh 
Theater, 1062 Valencia,826-5750, themarsh.org. 


Wrestling Jerusalem: Aaron Davidman revives his 


multi-character solo show about the Middle East 
conflict with new material reflecting the recent war 
in Gaza. Through Oct. 26, $25-$30. Intersection for 
the Arts, 925 Mission,626-2787, theintersection.org. 


Yeast Nation (the triumph of life): After this summer's 


Triassic Parg, about gender-transitioning dinosaurs, 
it would be hard to imagine the 14-year-old Ray of 
Light theater company getting any sillier, but this 
new musical, about single-celled fungi, certainly isn't 
bringing the season any gravitas. (There's arhyming 
lyric about cilia that alone is worth admission.) The 
show's New York-based writers, Mark Hollmann and 
Greg Kotis, are the team behind Urinetown, so the 
fact that this community theater won Yeast Nation's 
West Coast premiere is a musical-worthy story itself. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Nov. 1, 
$25-$36, rayoflighttheatre.com. Victoria Theatre, 
2961 16th St.,863-7576, victoriatheatre.org. 





With 
performances by Ari Fellows, Penelope Houston, Joe 
Rut, Tom Heyman, The Happy Clams, Salane & Friends, 
The Flaming Telepaths, The Rotten Logs, Baby Teeth, 
and The Sunz of Rude Mechanical Serfs. Fri., Oct. 
31, 8:30 p.m., $8-$12. Starry Plough, 3101 Shattuck, 
Berkeley, 510-841-2082, starryploughpub.com. 

With Random Rab, Kill 
Frenzy, Liberation Movement, Christian Martin, 
Worthy, DJ Tracy, Jené, KMLN, VNDMG, Shawna, 
Smasheltooth, Nico Luminous, The Pirate, Little John, 
Dax, and many more. Fri., Oct. 24, 9 p.m., $20-$25 
advance, raindancepresents.com. The Factory, 525 
Harrison,538-7977. 
5-minute ride combining hy- 
draulic moving seats, laser guns, and interactive CGI 
videos featuring aliens, zombies, and haunted mines. 
Daily, $10. Pier 39, Beach,705-5500, pier39.com. 
With live music by The 
Skunkadelics, The Soundwaves, Screaming Mimi's, 
and The Millards. Thu., Oct. 30, 8:30 p.m., $10 ($7 
in costume). Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-444-6174, storkcluboakland.com. 
18+ dance night with A+D, KidHack, 
Dutch, Santa Muerte, Blondie K, subOctave, Shindog, 
Netik, BaconMonkey, Decay, and Mitch Fri., Oct. 
31, 9 p.m., $13. DNA Lounge, 375 1ith St.,626-1409, 
dnalounge.com. 
With the Extra Action 
Marching Band, Itchy-0 Marching Band, Oinga Boinga, 
DJ Darkat, and KrOB. Fri., Oct. 31, 9 p.m., $12-$15. The 
New Parish, 579 18th St., Oakland, 510-444-7474, 
thenewparish.com. 


Fri., Oct. 24, 7-10 p.m., $12-$15. The Walt Disney Family 
Museum, 104 Montgomery,345-6800, waltdisney.org. 

w/ 
The Les, J. Rock, Nitro, Dave Gillis Fri., Oct. 31, 8 p.m., 
$15-$30 advance, sebastienpresents.com. Harry 
Denton’s Starlight Room, 450 Powell,395-8595, 
starlightroomsf.com. 

Halloween-themed classical 
music performed by SFSU piano instructors Inara 
Morgenstern and Victoria Neve Wed., Oct. 29, 1 
p.m., free. SFSU Campus, Knuth Hall, 1600 Hollo- 
way,338-2580, www.sfsu.edu. 

w/ 
BigBody Cisco, Tenelle, DJ Double D Sat., Nov. 1, 9 
p.m., free before 10 p.m. with costume, facebook. 
com/BigBodyRadio. Pa’ina, 1865 Post,829-2642, 
painasf.com. 


w/ Roadside Memorial, RetConStruct, 
DJ Fact.50 Tue., Oct. 28, 9 p.m., $10. Elbo Room, 647 
Valencia,552-7788, elbo.com. 
Fri., Oct. 31, 9 
p.m., $10. Amnesia, 853 Valencia,970-0012, amne- 
siathebar.com. 


w/ DJs Pony Mane, Cameltoe, and Blackblood Fri., 
Oct. 31, 9 p.m., free. Lexington Club, 3464 19th 
St.,863-2052, www.lexingtonclub.com. 
w/ Supermule, 
Henhouse Prowlers, Immigrant Union Fri., Oct. 31, 
9 p.m., $15, shelbyashpresents.net. Slim's, 333 11th 
St.,255-0333, slimspresents.com. 
With Manitous, Professor Bang, Patnasty, 
C-Lecta, and Rycta. Sat., Oct. 25, 9 p.m., $5. Riddim, 
581 Fifth St., Oakland, 510-394-2063, www.riddim- 
dancehall.com. 
Costumed bowling party. Fri., Oct. 31, 9 
p.m., $15 advance, bowlloween.com. Lucky Strike 
Lanes, 200 King,400-8260, bowlluckystrike.com. 


w/ Daniel Ash, DJ Damon, Dangerous Dan, and Mr. 
Washington Thu., Oct. 30, 9 p.m., $8-$10. Cat Club, 
1190 Folsom,703-8964, sfcatclub.com. 

w/ DJ Vin Sol Fri., Oct. 
31, 9 p.m., $12-$20, club1994.com. Rickshaw Stop, 
155 Fell,861-2011, rickshawstop.com. 

Free DJ party 
with costumes required. Fri., Oct. 31, 7 p.m., free. 
Barrel Head Brewhouse, 1785 Fulton,416-6989, 
barrelheadsf.com. 

Costume-mandatory dance 
party. Fri., Oct. 31, 7 p.m., $25-$85 advance, >> 
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cosplaysf.com. Hotel Kabuki, 1625 Post,922-3200, 
jdvhotels.com. 

Creatures of the NightLife: With live music by Picture- 
plane, a drag show hosted by Peaches Christ, spooky 
science demos, and more. Thu., Oct. 30, 6-10 p.m., 
$10-$12. California Academy of Sciences, 55 Music 
Concourse,379-8000, calacademy.org. 

“Creepshow at the Freakshow”: w/ DJ Scene, DJ 
Nile, Darker Daze, David Paul, Meikee Magnetic, 
more Fri., Oct. 31, 9 p.m., $20-$60 advance, surre- 
alsf.com. Venue 550, 550 15th St.,510-816-0420, 
venue550.com. 

“The Dancing Dead": w/ Headhunterz, Alexx Adam 
Thu., Oct. 30, 9 p.m., $25-$40 advance. Ruby Skye, 
420 Mason,693-0777, rubyskye.com. 

“The Dancing Dead”: w/ Cash Cash, M3rc Fri., Oct. 
31, 9 p.m., $30-$55 advance. Ruby Skye, 420 Ma- 
son,693-0777, rubyskye.com. 

Dark Room: Drag Me to Hell: With Lady Bear, Lady 
Hyde, The Dark Dolls, The Vivid, DJ Dead Icons, 
and more. Sat., Oct. 25, 9:30 p.m., facebook.com/ 
DarkRoomSF. The Stud, 399 Ninth St.,863-6623, 
studsf.com. 

Daybreaker S.F.: Halloween Morning Boat Party: 
With DJ Atish. Fri., Oct. 31, 7 a.m., $30, daybreakersf. 
splashthat.com. Hornblower Cruises, Pier 3,788- 
8866, www.hornblower.com. 

“Dia de los Muertos’: w/ DJs Marv, Jaes One, Acme, 
and Bling Fri., Oct. 31, 9 p.m., $5 before 10 p.m. Slate 
Bar, 2925 16th St.,558-8521, slate-sf.com. 

Dia de los Muertos Dance Party: w/ El SuperRitmo 
DJs Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle Sun., Nov. 2, 8 p.m., 
free. Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St.,647-2888, 
makeoutroom.com. 

Dia de los Muertos Procession & Festival of Altars: 
Hundreds of altars honoring lost loved ones fill the 
park at this cornerstone of the city’s Day of the Dead 
celebrations, with the parade to the park begining at 
7 p.m. at the intersection of Bryant and 22nd. Sun., 
Nov. 2, 4-11 p.m., free, dayofthedeadsf.org. Garfield 
Square Park, 3100 26th St., San Francisco. 

“Downtown: Day of the Dead Edition”: w/ DJs J. 
Espinosa & Caprise Sat., Nov. 1, 9 p.m., $15-$25 
advance, dayofthedeadcellar.eventbrite.com. The 
Cellar, 685 Sutter,441-5678, cellarsf.com. 

Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde: Film screening with live organ 
accompaniment by Todd Wilson. Fri., Oct. 31, 8 p.m., 
$20-$65. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness,864- 
6000, sfsymphony.org. 

Dracula’s Trap: With Dirty Audio, UltraViolet, Sound It 
Out, FoxCity, and more. Sat., Oct. 25, 9 p.m., $20-$40 
advance, draculastrap.com. Roccapulco Supper Club, 
3140 Mission,648-6611, roccapulco.com. 

Electro Pop Rocks: Electro Fright Rocks VI - Hal- 
loween Part 1: 18+ dance party with B33son, Linx, 
Burak Bacio, SwitchBlade, and more. Wed., Oct. 22, 
9 p.m., $10-$20. City Nights, 715 Harrison,339-8686, 
sfclubs.com. 

“Eye Heart Halloween’’: w/ Wolfgang Gartner Sat., Nov. 
1,9 p.m., $35-$40. Mezzanine, 444 Jessie,625-8880, 
mezzaninesf.com. 

Family Halloween Day: Sat., Oct. 25, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
free. Randall Museum, 199 Museum,554-9600, 
randallmuseum.org. 

Fifth Annual Mad Hatters Ball: w/ AlunaGeorge, Bob 
Moses, The Range, Atish, The Whooligan, Matt Hubert, 
Bogl vs. Dials, Justin Milla, more Fri., Oct. 31, 10 p.m., 
$30+ advance. 1015 Folsom, 1015 Folsom,431-1200, 
1015.com. 

Foreverland’s Thriller Halloween Ball: w/ Hot Einstein 
Fri., Oct. 24, 9 p.m., $22. Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 
Columbus,474-0365, bimbos365club.com. 

Foreverland’s Thriller Halloween Ball: w/ Rusty Cage 
Sat., Oct. 25, 9 p.m., $22. Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 
Columbus,474-0365, bimbos365club.com. 

“Fortune Fridays: Halloween Edition - Dark Fairy- 
tales”: w/ Romeo Reyes, DJ Playboi, Brian V Fri., 
Oct. 31, 10 p.m. Manor West, 750 Harrison,240-7558, 
manorwestsf.com. 

“F.T.S.: For the (Scary) Stories - Halloween Edition’: 
w/ DJs MoMentum, Weapon, Midnight, and Irry Fri., 
Oct. 31, 6 p.m., $10-$50 advance. The Cellar, 685 
Sutter,441-5678, cellarsf.com. 

“Funhouse: House & Hip-Hop Halloween Massive”: 
w/ DJs Risk One, Jazzy Jim, Marcus Lee, Don Lynch, 
and Franzen Fri., Oct. 31, 6 p.m., $20-$300, funhous- 
esf.com. The EndUp, 401 Sixth St.,646-0999, www. 
theendup.com. 

“Ghost Ship VII: Asylum’: w/ James Lavelle (UN- 
KLE), Quivver, Birdee, Myagi, plus DJs from Space 
Cowboys, Distrikt, Brass Tax, Janky Barge, Dusty 
Rhino, Seismic, Slayers Club, more Fri., Oct. 31, 9 
p.m., $45-$60 advance, ghostshiphalloween.com. 


HALLOWEEN 


Pier 70, 22nd St.,pier7Osf.org. 

“Ghost Ship VII: Asylum”: w/ Afrika Bambaataa, All 
Good Funk Alliance, Quivver, Plaza de Funk, Myagi, 
plus DJs from Space Cowboys, Afrolicious, Janky 
Barge, Strategik, M.0.M., Dusty Rhino, and more Sat., 
Nov. 1, 9 p.m., $45-$60 advance, ghostshiphalloween. 
com. Pier 70, 22nd St.,pier70sf.org. 

Ghosting: Film-themed haunted house to raise funds 
for the BAVC’s digital media programs for youth. 
Tue., Oct. 28, 6:30-9:30 p.m., $25, bavc.org/ghosting. 
Bay Area Video Coalition, 2727 Mariposa,861-3282, 
bavc.org. 

Ghoul's Night Out: With DJ Tonearm, live theramin, and 
free pizza from Escape from New York. Fri., Oct. 31,6 
p.m., free. Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St.,647-2888, 
makeoutroom.com. 

Guitarmageddon’s Halloween Monster Mash: Black 
Sabbath vs. Pink Floyd: Fri., Oct. 31, 9 p.m., $15-$20. 
Brick & Mortar Music Hall, 1710 Mission,800-8782, 
brickandmortarmusic.com. 

“Hallorager III": w/ Glitter Wizard (as Funkadelic), 
Cool Ghouls (as The Supremes), Hazzard's Crue, 
Cheap Schtick, DJ Cosmic Ambassador Fri., Oct. 31, 
9 p.m., $10. Thee Parkside, 1600 17th St.,252-1330, 
theeparkside.com. 

Halloween at the San Francisco Dungeon: An hourlong 
tour featuring costumed characters and scenes from 
the city's spooky history. Through Oct. 31, $20-$26. 
The San Francisco Dungeon, 145 Jefferson,561-0888, 
sanfrancisco.thedungeons.com. 

Halloween Booootie: With Smash-Up Derby, A+D, JimiG, 
Trevor Sigler, Joe Pickett, Jake Brower, Entyme, Ajax, 
Mario Muse, Adrienne Scissorhands, and more. Sat., 
Oct. 25, 9 p.m., $20-$40, bootiesf.com. DNA Lounge, 
375 llth St.,626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Halloween Covers Show with Peachelope, The Tet 
Holiday, Th Mrcy Hot Sprngs, Banditos: Sat., Oct. 
25,9 p.m., $7. Hemlock Tavern, 1131 Polk,923-0923, 
hemlocktavern.com. 

Halloween Family Festival: Fri., Oct. 31, 5-8 p.m., free. 
United Nations Plaza, Market,674-9701, unplazasf.org. 

“Halloween Hangover”: w/ Mount Saint Elias, Phos- 
phene, Lambs, James Meder Sat., Nov. 1, 9 p.m., $10 
($8 in costume). Hotel Utah, 500 Fourth St.,546- 
6300, www.hotelutah.com. 

Halloween Hoopla: Sun., Oct. 26, noon, free. Yerba 
Buena Gardens, Fourth St. & Mission,284-9589, 
yerbabuenagardens.com. 

Halloween International Ball, Volume 1: With DJ 
Aykut. Sat., Oct. 25, 9 p.m., $30+, aykutevents.com/ 
halloween. W San Francisco, 181 Third St.,777-5300, 
starwoodhotels.com/whotels. 

Halloween International Ball, Volume 2: w/ Trevor 
Simpson, DJ Aykut, Dr. T, Santero Fri., Oct. 31, 9 
p.m., $30+, aykutevents.com/halloween_hyatt. 
Hyatt Regency San Francisco, 5 Embarcadero 
Center,788-1234, sanfranciscoregency.hyatt.com. 

Halloween Masquerade Party with Forrest Day, 
Ghost & The City, Eliquate: Fri., Oct. 31, 9 p.m., 
$16-$18. The Chapel, 777 Valencia,551-5157, thecha- 
pelsf.com. 

Halloween Massive: The Devil Inside: With DJs Solarz, 
J-Trip, and E-20. Sat., Oct. 25, 9 p.m., $35+ advance, 
sebastienpresents.com. Westin San Francisco Market 
Street, 50 Third St.,974-6400, westinsf.com. 

Halloween Night with the Martinez Brothers, DJ 
Sneak, Dax Lee: Fri., Oct. 31, 9 p.m., $17-$23 advance. 
Public Works, 161 Erie,932-0955, publicsf.com. 

Halloween Party with Andre Thierry & Zydeco 
Magic: Fri., Oct. 31, 9 p.m., $5. Plough & Stars, 116 
Clement,751-1122, theploughandstars.com. 

Halloween Roller Disco: Fri., Oct. 31, 7 p.m., $20 
(+ $5 for skate rentals). Church of 8 Wheels, 554 
Fillmore,752-1967, www.churchof8wheels.com. 

Halloween Runway Massacre III: With Will Automagic, 
Nita Aviance, Juanita More, and more. Sat., Oct. 
25, 10 p.m., $25. BeatBox, 314 1th St.,500-2675, 
beatboxsf.com. 

Halloween Under Covers Show: w/ The Crampons 
(playing The Cramps); Janitor X (playing Guided by 
Voices); Romeo's Distress (playing Christian Death); 
Deal, No Deal (playing The Breeders); Monsters, 
Inc. (playing Scratch Acid) Thu., Oct. 30, 9 p.m., 
$7. The Knockout, 3223 Mission,550-6994, www. 
theknockoutsf.com. 

Halo: Circuit Costume Party: With DJs Misha Skye 
and Micky Friedmann. Sat., Oct. 25, 9 p.m., $40-$50. 
Mezzanine, 444 Jessie,625-8880, mezzaninesf.com. 

Haunted: A Literary Gathering: Featuring readings 
by Ivan Hernandez, Evan Karp, Tomas Moniz, Baruch 
Porras-Hernandez, Jaz Sufi, and Lauren Traetto, 
followed by a Balkan dance party with Fanfare 
Zambaleta. Fri., Oct. 31, 8 p.m., $10-$13. Doc's Lab, 
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124 Columbus,649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

“Haunted Hoedown V”: w/ Rin Tin Tiger, Everyone Is 
Dirty, Surf Bored, The Parmesans Fri., Oct. 31, 9 p.m., 
$10-$12. Bottom of the Hill, 1233 17th St.,621-4455, 
bottomofthehill.com. 

“The Haunted Hotel”: w/ DJ Wallace Sat., Nov. 1, 8 
p.m., $35-$50 advance, sfhauntedhotel.eventbrite. 
com. Chambers Eat + Drink, 601 Eddy,829-2316, 
chambers-sf.com. 

Heartbreak Halloween: w/ Sage the Gemini, lamsu!, 
Kool John, P-Lo, Jay Ant, Skipper, Casey Veggies, 
Kreayshawn, Kehlani Fri., Oct. 31, 8 p.m., $30-$45. 
Warfield Theatre, 982 Market,345-0900, thewarf- 
ieldtheatre.com. 

Heartbreak Halloween: w/ Sage the Gemini, lamsu!, 
Dom Kennedy, Kool John, P-Lo, Jay Ant, Skipper, 
Kehlani Sat., Nov. 1, 8 p.m., $30-$45. Warfield Theatre, 
982 Market,345-0900, thewarfieldtheatre.com. 

Hell in the Armory: 18+ haunted house tour with 
appropriately Kink-y BDSM themes that promise to 
“scare the pants off you.” Tuesdays-Saturdays, 7 
p.m.-midnight. Continues through Nov. 1, $40, hellint- 
hearmory.com. The Armory, 1800 Mission,677-0456, 
sfarmory.com. 

Hella Fresh Fest: w/ Zion |, Grieves, Dizzy Wright 
Fri., Oct. 31, 8 p.m., $20-$75. Oakland Metro Op- 
erahouse, 630 Third St., Oakland, 510-763-1146, 
oaklandmetro.org. 

“Heroes vs. Villains Halloween Ball": Thu., Oct. 30, 
9:30 p.m., $15-$25. The Grand Nightclub, 520 Fourth 
St.,814-3008, grandnightclub.com. 

“Hip Hop Booray”: w/ DJs Twin Spin, Dave Tactics, 
and Ren the Vinyl Archaeologist Sat., Nov. 1, 9 p.m., 
$15-$25 advance, eventbee.com/v/hiphopbooray. 
Slate Bar, 2925 16th St.,558-8521, slate-sf.com. 

House of Usher Reunion: Day 1: With Das Ich, VJ 
Bat, and DJ Sunshine. Fri., Oct. 24, 8 p.m., $20-$30, 
houseofushernightclub.com. Uptown Nightclub, 
1928 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-451-8100, uptown- 
nightclub.com. 

House of Usher Reunion: Day 2: With Tragic Black, 
plus DJs Xavier, Rick, and Nako. Sat., Oct. 25, 8 p.m., 
$20-$30, houseofushernightclub.com. Uptown 
Nightclub, 1928 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-451-8100, 
uptownnightclub.com. 

Hubba Hubba Revue Halloween Bash: Featuring a 
costume contest, ‘‘live’’ music by The Undead Boys, 
and burlesque by Szandora LaVey, Lula Applebruise, 
Pickles Kintaro, Rizzo Rogue, Pearl E. Gates, Bubbles 
Entendre, and more. Fri., Oct. 31, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 
Uptown Nightclub, 1928 Telegraph, Oakland, 510- 
451-8100, uptownnightclub.com. 

Improvised Horror Musical: BATS Improv turns famous 
scary films into merry song-and-dance routines. 
Oct. 31-Nov. 1, 8 p.m., $17-$20, improv.org. Bayfront 
Theater, 16 Marina,474-6776. 

Insomniac Halloween: w/ Skrillex, Totally Enormous 
Extinct Dinosaurs (DJ set), Salva, Mija Thu., Oct. 
30, 7 p.m., $40+ advance, insomniac.com/events. 
Craneway Pavilion, 1414 Harbour Way S., Richmond, 
510-215-6000, craneway.com. 

Jack Yo Lantern: w/ New World Punx (Markus Schulz 
+ Ferry Corsten), Seven Lions, TJR, Slander, Billon, 
R3hab Fri., Oct. 31, 7 p.m., $60-$100 advance. San 
Jose State Event Center Arena, 290 S. Seventh St., 
San Jose, 408-924-6333, sjsu.edu. 

Jack Yo Lantern: w/ Flosstradamus, Madeon, 3lau, 
Alex Metric, Bixel Boys, WhiteNoize, DJ Mustard 
Sat., Nov. 1, 7 p.m., $60-$100 advance. San Jose 
State Event Center Arena, 290 S. Seventh St., San 
Jose, 408-924-6333, sjsu.edu. 

The Krypters, The Crimson Ghostbusters, The 
Wastedeads: Thu., Oct. 30, 9 p.m., $8. S.F. Eagle, 
398 12th St.,626-0880, sf-eagle.com. 

Le Bal des Vampires: Period costume ball with live 
music by Bangers & Mash, plus a separate dance 
area featuring DJs Dark Moon and Persephone. Sat., 
Nov. 1, 6:30 p.m., $30-$35, peersdance.org/vamp14. 
html. Alameda Elks Lodge #1015, 2255 Santa Clara, 
Alameda, 510-522-1015, elks.org. 

“Lights Down Low: Halloween Blowout”: w/ Eats 
Everything, Dusky, Benoit & Sergio, Richie Panic, 
Sleazemore Fri., Oct. 31, 9 p.m., $25-$40 advance. 
Mezzanine, 444 Jessie,625-8880, mezzaninesf.com. 

Live 105 Spookfest: Subsonic Halloween Massive 
2014: 18+ dance party with Alesso, Chromeo, Gareth 
Emery, Duke Dumont, Henry Fong, Slaptop, Aaron 
Axelsen, St. John Fri., Oct. 31, 5 p.m., $33.75-$75 
advance, livel05.com. Oracle Arena, 7000 Coliseum, 
Oakland, 510-569-2121, coliseum.com. 

Mad Decent Free Halloween Party: With Gent & Jawns, 
Valentino Khan, Swizzymack, Madeaux, Yheti, Napsty, 
and Teleport. Fri., Oct. 24, 10 p.m., free with RSVP 


(required), statictab.com/t33yqbv. 1015 Folsom, 1015 
Folsom,431-1200, 1015.com. 

Magic Dance: A David Bowie Dark Fantasy Fairytale: 
Theatrically inclined tribute band First Church of the 
Sacred Silversexual provides the music while Hubba 
Hubba Revue and Tourettes Without Regrets provide 
the stage entertainment at this Bowie-inspired 
Halloween bash. Sat., Oct. 25, 8 p.m., $15-$20. 
Oakland Metro Operahouse, 630 Third St., Oakland, 
510-763-1146, oaklandmetro.org. 

Masquerotica: Carnaval Mystique: With Mafia Kiss, 
Glitterfingerz, Syd Gris, Muppet Punk, DATgirl, Joc- 
elyn, El Papa Chango, Delachaux, Dulce Vita, Kimba, 
Matt Kramer, Haus Serpens Cabaret, and more. Sat., 
Oct. 25, 9 p.m., $35-$100, masquerotica.com. The 
Factory, 525 Harrison,538-7977. 

Mayhem Mansion 2014: The historic Victorian in 
Pacific Heights becomes a haunted house for four 
seasonal evenings. Oct. 24-25, 7 p.m.; Fri., Oct. 31, 7 
p.m.; Sat., Nov. 1, 6:30 p.m., $8-$25, sfheritage.org. 
Haas-Lilienthal House, 2007 Franklin St.,441-3000, 
sfheritage.org/haas-lilienthal-house. 

Monarch Haunted Halloween: w/ Tone of Arc, Solar, 
Galen, Shiny Objects, DJ M3, Anthony Mansfield, King 
Most, Jacob Fury Fri., Oct. 31, 10 p.m., $15. Monarch, 
101 Sixth St.,284-9774, monarchsf.com. 

Monarch’s Masquerade Halloween: w/ Danny Daze, 
Tone of Arc, Solar, Galen, Shiny Objects, DJ M3, 
Anthony Mansfield, King Most, Jacob Fury Fri., Oct. 
31,10 p.m., $15-$25. Monarch, 101 Sixth St.,284-9774, 
monarchsf.com. 

“Monster Manic 2014: Count Dracula's Halloween 
Ball’’: w/ DJs Cams & J-Trip Fri., Oct. 31, 9 p.m., $35+ 
advance, monstermanic.com. Julia Morgan Ballroom, 
465 California,421-7730, juliamorganballroom.com. 

Monsters Ball: Aircraft carrier creepiness featuring 
a haunted hospital tour, costume contest, DJs from 
107.7 The Bone, kids’ activities, magicians, and more. 
Sat., Oct. 25, 7 p.m., $7-$35. USS Hornet Museum, 
Pier 3, Alameda Point, Alameda, 510-521-8448, 
uss-hornet.org. 

Mr. Nobody's Spookeasy: Vaudevillian cabaret and 
costume ball with circus acts, burlesque perfor- 
mances, live music, DJs, and more. Oct. 30-Nov. 2, 
8 p.m., $49+ advance, spookeasysf.com. Great Star 
Theater, 630 Jackson,/93-9594. 

Mystic Eye: Pre-Halloween Celebration: With DJ 
Kreskin (in the downstairs bar). Mon., Oct. 27,10 p.m., 
free. Elbo Room, 647 Valencia,552-7788, elbo.com. 

Naughty vs. Nice: Fri., Oct. 31, 9 p.m. Era Art Bar & 
Lounge, 19 Grand, Oakland, 510-832-4400, oak- 
landera.com. 

“Night of the Killer Costumes”: w/ DJ OB-One Fri., 
Oct. 31, 10 p.m., $20-$75 advance. Infusion Lounge, 
124 Ellis,421-8700, infusionlounge.com. 

“Night of the Living Bass: Opel's 12th Annual 
Halloween Costume Supa Bash”: w/ Funkagenda, 
Sydney Blu, Syd Gris, Kimba, Sychosis, Andy P, 
Billy Seal, Drew Drop, Eliki, Brother Hill, Freddie 
Fiers, Flaco Fri., Oct. 31, 9 p.m., $25-$35 advance, 
opelproductions.com. Mighty, 119 Utah,762-0151, 
mighty119.com. 

Ninth Annual Children's Halloween Hootenanny: Sat., 
Oct. 25, 11a.m.-4 p.m., free, haightashburystreetfair. 
org. Kezar Pavilion, 755 Stanyan,831-6316. 

“The No Theme Super Halloween Dance Jam”: 
w/ DJs Sonny Phono and Bessed Drest Fri., Oct. 
31, 9 p.m., $5 after 10 p.m. Madrone Art Bar, 500 
Divisadero,241-0202, madroneartbar.com. 

“North Beach Thriller: Welcome to Zombieland”: 
Fri., Oct. 31, 9 p.m., $15-$30 advance, northbeach- 
thriller.eventbrite.com. The Parlor, 2801 Leaven- 
worth,775-5110, theparlorsf.com. 

“iPan Dulce!: Pre-Halloween Extravaganza”: w/ 
Ricky Lips Thu., Oct. 30, 9 p.m., $8, clubpapi.com. The 
Cafe, 2369 Market,621-4434, cafesf.com. 

“Pick or Treat”: Bay Area Bluegrass Halloween 
party with music by One Grass Two Grass Red Grass 
Bluegrass, The Bearcat Stringband, Old Belle, and 
Canyon Johnson Sat., Nov. 1, 8 p.m., $10. 50 Mason 
Social House, 50 Mason,433-5050, 50masonso- 
cialhouse.com. 

“Popscream 2014”: w/ Bear Hands, Klangkarussel, 
Saskwatch, Popscene DJs Thu., Oct. 30, 9 p.m., 
$15-$20. Rickshaw Stop, 155 Fell,861-2011, rick- 
shawstop.com. 

“Pura: Official Halloween & Day of the Dead Celebra- 
tion’: Sat., Nov. 1, 10 p.m., $20, puraclub.com. 1015 
Folsom, 1015 Folsom,431-1200, 1015.com. 

Rockstar Saturdays: Halloween Edition: With DJ 
Cobra. Sat., Oct. 25, 10 p.m. Manor West, 750 Harri- 
son,240-7558, manorwestsf.com. 

“Saints & Sinners Ball’: Sat., Nov. 1, 9 p.m., >> 
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$20-$50 advance, sanfranhalloween.com. W San 
Francisco, 181 Third St.,777-5300, starwoodhotels. 
com/whotels. 


Fri., Oct. 31, 7:30 p.m., 


$15-$30, sfrvoices.org. Seventh Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, 1329 Seventh Ave.,664-2543, seventhave- 
nuechurch.org. 


For one Saturday only, 


old nudists and young hipsters won't be alone in 
shuffling around the Castro and Mission like aimless 
souls. Participants should also bring a can of food 
to donate to the SF-Marin Food Bank — after all, just 
because you're a zombie doesn't mean you have to 
act like an unfeeling animal. Sat., Oct. 25, 2 p.m., 
free, sanfranciscozombiewalk.com. Jane Warner 
Plaza, Market at Castro, San Francisco. 


Family Halloween party with carnival 


rides, haunted house, hay rides, and more. Fri., Oct. 
24, 3-9 p.m., $8, sfrecpark.org. Stern Grove, 19th 
Ave.,252-6252, sterngrove.org. 


w/ DJs 


Bruce Parker & Pat Allen Fri., Oct. 31, 8 p.m., $35+ 
advance. JW Marriott San Francisco Union Square, 
500 Post,771-8600, marriott.com/hotels/travel/ 
sfojw-jw-marriott-san-francisco-union-square. 


Sat., Nov. 
1, 2 p.m., $15-$70. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness,864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

Paranormal panel discussion and 
flashlight tour aboard the (allegedly) haunted 
aircraft carrier. Fri., Oct. 24, 7 p.m., $45. USS Hornet 
Museum, Pier 3, Alameda Point, Alameda, 510-521- 
8448, uss-hornet.org. 

w/ Miles 
Medina, DJ Shift, DJ Zhaldee Fri., Oct. 31, 9 p.m., 
$20-$70 advance, nightmareonvanness.com. The 
Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter,673-5716, there- 
gencyballroom.com. 


w/ DJs Le Perv, Raton Rose, Jenny & Omar, Miss 
Jenny, Derek See, Medium Rare, Valentino, Lacy 
Lust, and Jodie Artichoke Fri., Oct. 31, 9 p.m., $10, 


facebook.com/groups/135126747186. Cat Club, 1190 
Folsom,/03-8964, sfcatclub.com. 

Halloween-themed sketch comedy 
by The Roughhouse. Fri., Oct. 31, 8 p.m., $15-$20. 
Theatre on San Pedro Square, 29 N. San Pedro, San 
Jose, 408-979-0231, tabardtheatre.org. 

w/ DJs Nathan Scott, Rock-It! Scien- 
tists, Yo Yolie, and Eddy Santana Fri., Oct. 31,9 p.m., 
$30-$60 advance, sanfranhalloween.com. W San 
Francisco, 181 Third St.,777-5300, starwoodhotels. 
com/whotels. 

With Apollo- 
nia, Dan Ghenacia, Shonky, Dyed Soundorom, Galen, 
Solar, and J-Bird. Fri., Oct. 24, 5-11 p.m., $65-$75 
advance. San Francisco Belle, Pier 3,438-8300, 
hornblower.com. 

With trick-or-treating 
for kids, spooky science demos, animal shows, 
pumpkin carving, and more. Fri., Oct. 24, 6:30-9 
p.m., $30-$50, calacademy.org/halloween. California 
Academy of Sciences, 55 Music Concourse,379-8000, 
calacademy.org. 
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With DJ Henroc. Sat., Nov. 1, 10 p.m., $10. Era Art 
Bar & Lounge, 19 Grand, Oakland, 510-832-4400, 
oaklandera.com. 

on 
the Fume Blanc Commodore Fri., Oct. 31, 7:30 p.m., 
$85-$99 advance, sanfrancisconightlife.com. Pier 
40, Embarcadero at Townsend,N/A. 
With Hunx (as Gayracula), 
Shannon & The Clams (as Metallica), Yogurt Brain (as 
Smashing Pumpkins), Pookie & The Poodlez (as The 
Donnas), and Cumstain (as Sleezer). Fri., Oct. 31,9 
p.m., $15-$17, facebook.com/totaltrashproductions. 
Leo's, 5447 Telegraph, Oakland, 888-477-9288, 
clubleos.com. 
With The Phantom 
Surfers, The Teutonics, The Scouse Gits, Charlie 
Megira, Thee Tee Pees, The Chuckleberries, and 
The Ogres. Sat., Nov. 1, 8 p.m., $10, facebook.com/ 
totaltrashproductions. Eli's Mile High Club, 3629 
Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Oakland, 510-654-4549, 
elismilehigh.com. 


ANION 


Heklina and 
Peaches LaVey Christ preside over a devilish drag 
ceremony featuring Bea Dazzler, Clammy Faye, 
Cookie Dough, Cousin Wonderlette, Fade Dra, Faux- 
nique, Fruitbomb, Precious Moments, Roxy-Cotten 
Candy, Rusty Hips, and more. Fri., Oct. 31, 9 p.m., 
$20 advance, trannyshack.com. BeatBox, 314 tith 
St.,500-2675, beatboxsf.com. 
w/ Regulators, UltraViolet, 
Napsty, Lé Swndle, Thizz Markie, WolfBitch, Teleport, 
V-13k Fri., Oct. 31, 10 p.m., $15-$25 advance, face- 
book.com/TRAPCITYSF. F8, 1192 Folsom,857-1192, 
feightsf.com. 
w/ Rainbow 
Party, DigiTall, Mr. Kiss, Hucky Thu., Oct. 30, 8:30 p.m., 
$30+ advance, facebook.com/trendylime. Temple, 
540 Howard,978-9942, templesf.com. 


With Salsamania and DJ Super Chino. Sun., Oct. 26, 
7:30 p.m., $10-$15, johnandlizproductions.com. 
Roccapulco Supper Club, 3140 Mission,648-6611, 
roccapulco.com. 
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CAMP COMES ALIVE 





By Lily Janiak 


The Barbary Coast Revue 
celebrates one of San Francisco’s most 
notorious epochs, a time when bars 
were on boats, men outnumbered 
women 30 to one, and gold could make 
your fortune (unless you got shang- 
haied into servitude aboard a ship), and 
manages to be a good time despite it- 
self. Choices that would normally irk 
me — projecting the lyrics to a song as 
it’s sung, even when the lyrics are only, 
“Hey-ey-ey”; designating a red-light dis- 
trict with an actual red light, which an 
actor must fumblingly reach to turn on 
mid-song; developing the historical 
characters more clearly (and accurately) 
in the printed program than onstage — 
I forgave with uncharacteristic ease. 

When I learned that three of 
the six cast members are related 
(Stephanie Rapa, Stacey Kennedy, 
and Danny Kennedy), I figured it 
out: Seeing The Barbary Coast Revue, 
which was written and directed by 
Blake Wiers, is like watching a per- 
formance in your friend’s den. The 
venue, reached through a maze of 
artwork at the rear of Sub-Mission 
Art Space, is about the right size for 
a dinner party, and guests share ta- 
bles with other parties, and leg and 
elbow space with performers. The 
scepter of Emperor Norton (Wiers), 
a historical figure who, with some 
success, declared himself emperor of 
the city, nearly misses your head one 
moment, and you're dancing a conga 
line down the space’s eight feet of 
aisle with him the next. 

In the second act, the show hits 
its stride when the script becomes 
so cheesy that even the half-baked 
performances — the ensemble con- 
stantly dithers between melodrama 
and camp — can’t ruin the humor. 
Dueling parodies of ’90s tunes from 
the likes of Matchbox 20, Third 
Eye Blind, and En Vogue create 
a glorious battle of the sexes be- 
tween Alma deBretteville Spreckels 
(Rapa), who is here envisioned as a 
showgirl, a relatively small, for this 
production, embellishment on the 
truth, and Jerry (Andrew Lampl) the 
hapless prospector-turned- bartend- 
er-turned-kidnapped sailor. 

It’s at this point that the show’s 
flaws — Wiers’ delivering every line, 
uncannily, with the same inflection; 

a script with lines like “Alma, under 
here! Under this rope!”—become en- 
dearing, and this ramshackle, plucky 
troupe finds its own place in the true 
history of San Francisco: that of the 
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eccentrics and hams who follow their 
bliss and make this city great. 


Over at the Hypnodrome, the 
Thrillpeddlers, under the masterful 
leadership of Russell Blackwood, are 
also hosting a revue that feels like a 
family reunion you re heartily wel- 
comed into. It’s the kind of place where, 
if you don’t want to park your bike out- 
side, a fully costumed actor invites you 
to wheel it across the stage and park it 
in the wings right before the show 
starts. Some might say the company’s 
welcome is a little too hearty. 
Shocktoberfest 15: The Bloody 
Debutante is the Thrillpeddlers’ best 
Shocktoberfest in many years and 
the production to see if you’ve never 
checked out this quintessentially 
San Franciscan company. This troupe 
doesn’t just ignore boundaries; it 
castrates them and then ritualistical- 


r the Weird 





ly, as if in a secret society ... oh wait, 
spoiler alert. 

Previous Shocktoberfests have al- 
ways revolted their audiences — the 
Thrillpeddlers consider extravagant 
ways of inflicting violence upon the 
human body, usually when it’s naked, 
a beautiful art form. And since the 
troupe often adapts early 20th cen- 
tury Grand Guignol texts, exposition 
could often be dreary and wordy. 

But in this Shocktoberfest, the 
scripts and lyrics by Rob Keefe, Pau- 
lo Biscaia Filho, Scrumbly Koldewyn, 
Damien Chacona, and Andy Wenger 
cut to the chase — and the quick. 
They seem to be crafted specifically 


Stephanie Rapa and her father, 
Danny Kennedy, as familiar 
San Franciscans (Twain with 

a guitar?) in The Barbary Coast 
Revue. 
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Hayley Nystrom and 
Birdie-Bob Watt in 
Shocktoberfest. 


for individual actors’ strengths, al- 
lowing both seasoned Thrillpeddlers 
like Birdie Bob Watt and already-ex- 
cellent newcomers like Hayley 
Nystrom to shine. Nystrom, in par- 
ticular, can cycle through all the clas- 
sic poses of melodrama just in the 
way she blinks. Props by newcomer 
Yusuke Soi are also stars of the show. 
On a shoestring budget, Soi creates 
not just skeletons but skeletons that 
are clearly the victim of a very par- 
ticular kind of sadism, or the syrupy 
sheen of a sexual organ poised for 
attack. 

Diva moments abound at Shock- 
toberfest: When Noah Haydon, the 
company’s most charismatic drag 
performer, seizes the microphone 
amid jaw-dropping gore; when John 
Flaw, the new resident villain, with 
eyes as windows to beyond the 
grave, purrs bitter nothings into a 
victim’s ear; and when you, caressed 
on the thigh by an actor during 
Shocktoberfest’s traditional glow-in- 
the-dark spook show, titter — or 
wail — into the darkness. 


The Barbary Coast Revue 


Through Nov. 29 at Sub-Mission Art 
Space, 2183 Mission St., S.F. $28; 


barbarycoastrevue.com. 


Shocktoberfest 15: 
The Bloody Debutante 


Through Nov. 22 at the Hypnodrome, 


575 10th St., S.F. $30-$35; 377-4202 


or thrillpeddlers.com. 
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NAKED MONSTERS 


Go to Hell 


By Siouxsie Q 


Later this month, hundreds 
of sexy witches, Pikachus, and Disney 
princesses will strut up and down Mis- 
sion Street in celebration of Hallow- 
een. For many, Halloween is a time to 
try on a sexualized costume or identity 
what they find dangerous or a little bit 
scary. Sweaty palms, heavy breathing, 
and increased heart rate — fear and 
arousal aren't such different feelings. 

This year, the infamous San 
Francisco Armory, home of porn 
production company Kink.com, is 
opening its doors to the public and 
catering to those who love the sexy 
side of scary. “Hell in the Armory” is 
an immersive experience that is part 
haunted house, part tour, and part 
sexy adventure. 

The Armory is more than 
just the world’s largest 
porn castle, it’s a his- 
torical landmark. 
Built in 1912 
on top of a de- 
funct zoo and 
amusement 
park, it has 
been home to 
the National 
Guard, high 
profile boxing 
matches, and 
even the Death 
Star and the Millen- 
nium Falcon (George 
Lucas used it to film some 
of the space sequences in the 
original Star Wars film in 1977). 

It fell into disrepair for decades, 

but Kink acquired the building for 
just over $14 million, and has been 
cranking out hardcore kinky porn, 
over-the-top parties, and educational 
classes ever since. 

Hosting a haunted house inside 
the Armory is brilliant: Based on 
its eclectic history, the possibility 
that the building might house actual 
ghosts seems high. It’s a creepy old 
castle owned by an eccentric British 
CEO who likes to get tied up and has 
been known to shoot guns in the 
basement on occasion — it’s perfect 
for a Halloween adventure. 

At this point, I’ve spent a great 
deal of time at the Armory as a mod- 
el, guest, and instructor, but I must 
say that my date and I were genuinely 
a bit nervous as we sat in the drill 
court sipping our mock-tails on un- 
comfortable antique furniture, await- 
ing our tour of “Hell at the Armory.” 
A man in a suit came over and asked 
if he could join us. He was so excited 
he could barely sit still. 

“Have you seen this place’s web- 
site? I’ve done some crazy things in 
my day, but what they do is intense,” 
he said. He was particularly concerned 
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about the disclaimer provided on the 
website, which states that by pur- 
chasing tickets, you consent to being 
touched and potentially filmed during 
the tour. The Armory is certainly cap- 
italizing on its notorious reputation, 
and this guest seemed titillated by the 
idea that anything could happen. 

But just like the Haunted Mansion 
at Disneyland, “Hell in the Armory” is 
more delightful than deadly. I won't 
spoil it for you, but I will say that the 
thrills are more sexy than scary and 
the performers are more theatrical 
than terrifying. 

Walking through the dank and 
echoing halls of the 100-year-old 

building is spooky 
enough on its 
own, but add- 
ing porn stars, 
ghouls, and 
demons to the 
mix definitely 
takes it to the 
next level. 
When | 
first moved 
to the city, I 
would take 
the 49 Muni 
bus an hour 
each way from 
my tiny bed- 
room in the Ex- 
celsior to my boring 
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this city had so much more to 
offer, but at that point I had yet to 
find it. Each night I would drive by 
the looming Moorish castle on 14th 
and Mission streets with its billow- 
ing rainbow and leather flags. I'd 
see twinkling lights in the windows 
of the top floor, and dream about 
what sort of magnificent depravity 
went on behind those thick brick 
walls. Like Willy Wonka’s Chocolate 
Factory, the castle was shrouded in 
mystery and the only way to get in 
back then was a golden ticket in the 
form of a casting call. As the 49 lum- 
bered along, I'd press my forehead 
against the window and dream of 
someday being one of the girls in the 
videos they made, bound, beaten, and 
screaming. 

For those who have gazed up at 
that intimidating brick arsenal and 
wondered what delights and horrors 
might lurk behind those castle walls, 
“Hell in the Armory” is your golden 
ticket to find out. 


“Hellin the Armory” 


Through Oct. 31 at TheArmory, 333 
14th St., S.F. Tickets are $45; visit 
hellinthearmory.com. 
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Birdman or (The Unexpected 

Virtue of Ignorance) 

Rated R. Opens Friday. 
With Birdman, filmmaker Alejandro 
Gonzalez IMarritu modulates his typi- 
cally bombastic style into a bold com- 
ment on the uncertain new frontier of 
performing arts. The movie is techni- 
cally complex yet strangely facile, so 
maybe that’s the comment right there. 
Michael Keaton plays the wounded, 
ambitious, has-been star of a superhe- 
ro-movie franchise, now mounting his 
own Raymond Carver adaptation on 
Broadway. This involves feather-ruf- 
fling negotiations with Zach Galifi- 
anakis as his producer, Amy Ryan as his 
ex-wife, Emma Stone as his fresh-from- 
rehab daughter, and a cast of variously 
challenging fellow performers includ- 
ing Andrea Riseborough, Naomi Watts, 
and Edward Norton. Shot by Emman- 
uel Lubezki, it all looks exactly like an 
answer to the question of what would 
be next from the guy who won an Oscar 
for the cinematography in Gravity. 
Though shoehorned into three play- 
like acts, Birdman transpires in one 
long, flowing, bravura take — which 
appears to contain some hidden cuts, a 
la Hitchcock’s Rope, and some CG tricks 
of the sort that blow the illusion by re- 
minding us we're in a realm where any- 
thing’s possible so nothing’s truly 
wonderful. (The single-shot movie to 
beat still is Russian Ark.) Inarritu’s try- 
too-hard mode of magical realism can 
be breathtaking, absolutely, and it also 
can backfire. But the film evinces at 
least partial awareness of this conun- 
drum, preoccupied as it is with dorm- 
room-argument-style questions of 
artistic integrity and relevance. It’s all 
so on-the-nose, including a bit about a 
nose, and the boldest gestures are pre- 
dictable and protracted, like Keaton’s 
character’s rather basic dilemma, into 
florid tedium. Still, it is a fine showpiece 
for his range, which too few movies 
have been. Jonathan Kiefer 
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Citizenfour 
Not rated. Opens Friday at the 
Embarcadero Center Cinema. 
Modern documentaries tend to gussy 
themselves up like a school filly with 
fancy new ribbons, trying to make the 
viewer feel like they’re watching a tasty 
narrative film as opposed to eating their 
cinematic vegetables. Laura Poitras’ Cit- 
izenfour has no such concerns; it’s not 
adorned with graphics beyond tiny in- 
tertitles, occasional IM conversations, 
and the strangely beautiful gibberish of 
an encryption code, and for most of the 
running time the music is a single track 
from Nine Inch Nails’ instrumental 
Ghosts album. This asceticism is not a 
bad thing, particularly since the subject 
is Edward Snowden, and the time pe- 
riod covered is when he famously blew 
the whistle on the NSA and became per- 
sona non grata in America. Citizenfour’s 
centerpiece is Poitras and journalist 
Glenn Greenwald interviewing 
Snowden in June of 2013 in Hong Kong 
— the image you have in your head of 
Snowden? That’s from Poitras’ camera 
—and Poitras lets the footage breathe, 
particularly as Snowden explains just 
how thoroughly our government vio- 
lates the world’s privacy. He disappears 
for much of the second half to go into 
exile, but his presence remains, particu- 
larly as Poitras and Greenwald find their 
own lives being disrupted. And if Citi- 
zenfour ends abruptly, that’s only be- 
cause the real-life story is still far from 
over. Sherilyn Connelly 


Listen Up Philip 
Not Rated. Opens Friday 
at the Roxie Theater. 
To a certain eye, the title of Alex Ross 
Perry's new movie seems to demand 
punctuation. A comma before “Philip” 
would make sense, or maybe even a hy- 
phen between “Listen” and “Up,” like it’s 
an ironic nickname for the surly protag- 
onist, who tends not to be what you'd 
call a great listener. Possibly the best on- 


These are two 
lerican heroes of 
inema, for better or 
$e: Michael Keaton 
Edward Norton. 


screen alter ego Perry could ever hope 
for, Jason Schwartzman owns the role 
of a narcissistic young author in the 
early stages of soul-poisoning success. 
It’s a variation on familiar Schwartzman 
stuff, but with the special grade of fear- 
lessness for which Perry, who also made 
The Color Wheel, has become a great spe- 
cialist. Liberally peppered with caustic 
social observation, as when he tries ona 
doting young woman's chunky glasses 
and says, “Oh yeah, we have the exact 
same affectation,’ Listen Up Philip nails 
the ostensible paradox of a guy who’s so 
self-interested and attention-depen- 
dent that he can’t stand to promote his 
own work. Philip has a photographer 
girlfriend, played by Elisabeth Moss, 
who's growing out of him; and an idol 
and mentor, played by Jonathan Pryce, 
who offers tutelage in self-aware emo- 
tional violence and a summer retreat 
from the noise of New York City. As is de 
rigueur for witty literary movies, this 
one favors retro aesthetics, typified by a 
series of fondly designed book covers 
and an utter lack of contemporary trap- 
pings. This non-brave, non-new world 
emphasizes Perry's understanding that 
the lining of every bloated ego is insecu- 
rity, and Listen Up Philip works not just 
as comedy but also as tragedy. JK 





-Schwartzman 
as another self= 
involved author. 





LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THE CALENDAR 


Wiel ks LITE IN UG © 


GRAND JURY PRIZE | SUNDANCE 
AUDIENCE AWARD 2014 


WINNER 


CANNES FILM FESTIVAL * TORONTO FILM FESTIVAL © NEW YORK FILM.EESTIVAL 


SN Ye @ 


-A. O. Scott, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


KKK 


(HIGHEST RATING!) 


“EXHILARATING = 


-Claudia Puig, USA TODAY 


MILES TELLER SIMMON 


WHIPLA 


R WRITE AND OR hit 
° BOLD wuts Se ee 
Te gee pone PTT SDDS vanese 


CENTURY SAN FRANCISCO LANDMARK CLAY | ajso STARTS FRIDAY AT 
a eo yaeiatrege se 2261 Fillmore St, | CENTURY 16 PLEASANT HILL CAMERA 7 PRUNE 


UNEYARD 
PLAYING 845 Market St. #5, SF San Francisco |DMARK SHATTUCK CINEARTS@SANTANA ROW 
(800) FANDANGO (415) 561-9921 CINEARTS@PALO ALTO SQUARE CENTURY REGENCY 


VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWWWHIPLASHMOVIE.COM 


“ONE OF THE BEST ACTION 


FILMS OF THE YEAR! 
FILLED WITH STRONG PERFORMANCES. 
JOHN WICK IS THE REAL DEAL!” 
SCOTT MENDELSONPEGRBES 


‘AN OUTSTANDING ACTION MOVIE! 
INTENSE AND THOROUGHLY THRILLING TO WATCH 
ALEX BILLINGTON, FIRSTSHOWING.NET 


K E A N U R Ee 


~» 


J.K. 


WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM 
S ‘ON’ Y PI Cc TURES (0) FWY (ON 














MT DEREK KOLSTAD Ch TAKS 


Under 17 Requires Accompanyit O10) 
A LIONSGATE COMPANY 
#JohnWick JohnWickTheMovie.comM _ wotion Picture Artwork © 2014 Summit Entertainment, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 


| is Ww ee OO OR. yn ee: 


[nyse: Lor] aie 
THUNDER ROAD ai 





EAT MUSIC OCTOBER 22-28, 2014 37 


FILM LISTINGS 


Visit SFWeekly.com/movies for complete film listings 


OPENING 


23 Blast Let me just go ahead and spoil this for 
you: With no time left on the clock, and access 
to the playoffs at stake, the blind guy runs it in 
for the game-winning touchdown. It’s true — at 
least the part about Travis Freeman once having 
been a regular small-town Kentucky kid who loved 
football, suddenly went blind, didn't stop playing 
football, and became an inspiration. Trueness is 
relative in 23 Blast's version of the Travis Freeman 
story, where triumph-of-the-spirit clichés are 
everywhere but nary a curse word is uttered, 
even in the locker room. This is the directorial 
debut of the actor Dylan Baker, a rich regular-guy 
presence in many movies and shows, who serves 
up an uncritical fantasy of the spiritual uplift 
to be had, with God's help, from a violent sport 
known to cause brain damage. Playing Freeman's 
supportive father, Baker plants himself about as 
far away as you can get, Americana-wise, from his 
breakthrough role as the tragic pedophile in Todd 
Solondz's Happiness. His wife Becky Ann Baker 
brings a spark of life as a tough-love therapist, 
and in the role of Travis, soap-star hot guy Mark 
Hapka shrewdly reconfigures his dim beefcake 
gaze as a simulation of sightlessness. It's hard to 


© 
= ZIVAYIUER 
STUDIO GHIBLI 


begrudge so sincere an appreciation of courage 
in the face of adversity, but easy to note that the 
movie can't seem to resist so much literal imagery 
of lights going out. (JK) 


A Thousand Times Good Night In Erik Poppe’s film, 


Rebecca (Juliette Binoche) is a photojournalist with 
a drive to cover some of the darkest things in some 
of the most dangerous parts of the world. In the 
opening scenes, Rebecca documents the journey 
of a young Kabul suicide bomber from getting wired 
up to eventually detonating; injured in the blast and 
struggling with PTSD, Rebecca returns home to find 
that her husband Marcus (Nikolaj Coster-Waldau, 
still sporting his greasy Game of Thrones hair and 
beard) and older daughter Steph (Lauryn Canny) 
would prefer that she stopped risking her life so 
much. But Steph is also intrigued by her mother’s 
work, and asks to go on Rebecca's next assignment, 
which they're promised will be far less dangerous. 
What's especially refreshing about the work-ver- 
sus-home drama of A Thousand Times Good Night is 
that while it’s inspired by the male director's own 
experiences as a war photographer, the typical 
gender roles are reversed. The soul of the film is 
the relationship between a mother and daughter, 
not a father and son, and the man is married to a 
woman six years his senior, as opposed to half his 
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age. It’s probably because it’s an Irish-Norwegian 
film rather than American, but whatever the 
reason, it’s a nice change of pace. (SC) 


Diplomacy To “open up” a play for film means to 


expand the action beyond whatever limited settings 
were presented on stage. (Edward Albee famously 
hated how Mike Nichols opened up Who's Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf?, for example.) Volker Schl6ndorff's 
Diplomacy, based on the play by Cyril Gely, is mostly 
just two old guys in an admittedly opulent room: 
Gen. Dietrich von Choltitz (Niels Arestrup), the 
military governor of occupied Paris in 1944, under 
orders from Hitler to blow up Paris out of spite for 
it not getting as pounded as Berlin; and Swedish 
consul general Raoul Nordling, who sneaks into von 
Choltitz's office via secret passageway (complete 
with a bookshelf door) in order to convince him to 
not blow up Paris. It’s based on a true story, and 
since specific targets like the Eiffel Tower and the 
Louvre are still standing we know that Nordling 
was successful in his task, but how they reach 
that point is still plenty compelling. For better or 
worse, though, Schléndorff opens up Diplomacy 
and often shows us what's happening outside. It’s 
the final night of the Liberation of Paris, so there's 
plenty to see, particularly the French Resistance 
battling Germans under the city, but it’s not strictly 
necessary, either. Sometimes two people deciding 
the course of history is enough. (SC) 


The Overnighters Is there any small town in America 


seer eeeererraeeee secee 
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with its name printed on the side of its water 
tower that isn't going through tough times right 


- : : 


vil 


now? As seen in Jesse Moss's roundly depressing 
documentary The Overnighters, Williston, N.D., is 
perhaps doing better than the town in Rich Hill, 
but not by alot. The dirty and dangerous practice 
known as fracking has created new oil fields and 
turned Williston into a boom town, but as often 
happens with boom towns, it’s attracting thousands 
of down-and-out pilgrims. Embracing the unfash- 
ionable Christian tenet about helping even the least 
among you, Pastor Jay Weinke opens the doors of 
his church and gives these desperate job-seekers 
a place to sleep. And there his troubles begin with 
his fellow Willistonians, particularly since there's 
been a noticeable uptick in crime recently. When 
the secret gets out that Weinke is allowing a 
registered sex offender to stay with his family, 
the town’s outrage turns The Overnighters into a 
sort of sociological Straw Dogs. But even with all 
the despair on display, the real gut punch comes at 
the very end, when Weinke reveals his own secret. 
It seems to change everything, except for what 
we always knew: He was a conflicted man trying 
to do the right thing when nobody else would. (SC) 


Pelican Dreams Local filmmaker Judy Irving is best 


known both near and far as the maker of The 
Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill, but her production 
company always has been called Pelican Media. 
“These birds I've loved all my life,” Irving tells us 
early on inthe narration of her new documentary, 
and, ‘When that pelican landed on the Golden Gate 
Bridge, it felt like an invitation to follow it.” Pelican 
Dreams begins with footage of said traffic-clogging, 
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headline-making event, and gently unfurls into 
Irving's intimate meditation on modern mankind's 
relationship — rather destructive, naturally — with 
ancient sea birds, particularly the California brown 
pelican. Soon she meets wildlife rehabilitator 
Monte Merrick, who answers her suggestion that 
they call the bridge visitor Gigi, for Golden Gate, 
by explaining that his team avoids naming animals, 
to remind themselves they're not pets: ‘We don’t 
hand feed them. We try not to make eye contact.” 
But pelicans make eye contact. Irving keeps calling 
her Gigi anyway. The bird's recovery and release 
becomes a framework for a backgrounder on her 
species — serenely attentive, like a classic nature 
show, but also just as unabashedly personal as we'd 
expect from a trusty old-school San Francisco na- 
ture appreciator. The audience for Pelican Dreams 
may be small and self-selecting, but it's a comfort 
to know there is such an audience, and a credit to 
Irving's moviemaking priorities. (JK) 


Stonehearst Asylum Brad Anderson's Stonehearst 


Asylum is a horror movie with no appreciable 
horror, and a thriller largely bereft of thrills. It 
even manages to waste David Thewlis as a bad 
guy, which by all rights should be impossible. In 
the final weeks of December 1899, idealistic young 
medical student Edward (Jim Sturgess) travels to 
the remote and tres gothic Stonehearst Asylum to 
learn the ropes of the 18th century mental health. 
Shown around by Dr. Lamb (Ben Kingsley), Edward 
wastes no time creeping on a patient named Eliza 
(Kate Beckinsale), and never stops throughout 
the rest of the movie, even though she asks him 
to back off. (Constantly fawned over for her bone 
structure, Eliza exhibits a proto-feminism which is 
simultaneously the most anachronistic and most 
satisfying part of the picture.) Alas, things are not 
what they seem, and someone even gets to say 
“The lunatics are running the asylum!” without it 
being metaphorical. The hell of it is, Stonehearst 
Asylum starts off strongly, with a prologue that 
exhibits a style that the rest of the film sadly 
lacks; Sturgess is a tepid leading man, and the 
picture never develops a sense of dread. And, a 
note to filmmakers: Yes, we know Kate Beckinsale 
is pretty. You don’t have to keep reminding us. (SC) 


The Tale of Princess Kaguya The expectedly exquisite 


new animated film from Studio Ghibli co-founder 
Isao Takahata adapts “the Tale of the Bamboo Cut- 
ter," Japan's oldest recorded folktale, by shifting 
emphasis just slightly as per house style. The title 
character here, more properly, is the adoptive 
daughter of the bamboo cutter, that simple country 
man who first discovered her inside a glowing 
plant and quite reasonably determined she was 
royalty. Not that it’s a contest, but as animated 
fable-epic heroines go, Ghibli princesses still are 
the best — the most gracefully independent, the 
most profoundly archetypal, the most human. 
Groomed for an aristocracy of which she's wisely 
skeptical, Kaguya has much discomfiture to 
contend with, particularly a parade of variously 
unacceptable suitors. There's also the gradually 
pressing question of her mysterious, supernatural 
origin. Subtly supported by Joe Hisaishi's delicate 
score, Takahata works in a hand-drawn pastel style, 
showing a rare bucolic sensitivity that’s perfect 
for the almost overwhelming wistfulness his tale 
accumulates. On one level, it’s a loving assembly 
of little details — the well-observed frolicking of 
a baby or a frog or a kitten, the lone tear Kaguya 
sheds when first having her eyebrow plucked 
— but something deeper must be at play given 
the movie's eerily devastating finale. Reportedly 
developed over the course of several years, The 
Tale of Princess Kaguya is on the long and busy 
side, but it works its magic by filling up with and 
fully appreciating life. (JK) 


Viktor Every so often, a specimen from the thriving 


cinematic underworld of Eastern European-lensed 
action movies gets an American theatrical release. 
Case in point: Philippe Martinez’s potboiler Viktor, 
which is a few roundhouse kicks away from being a 
Jean-Claude Van Damme straight-to-VOD flick (one 
of which Martinez has also directed). Released 
from several years in prison, art thief Viktor 
Lambert (Gerard Depardieu) travels to a lovingly 
photographed Chechnya to avenge the death of his 
son by Russian mobsters. He enlists the help of his 
son's dance instructor Souliman (Eli Danker) and 
Viktor's former flame Alexandra (Elizabeth Hurley), 
who gets little to do other than look lovely and find 
Viktor irresistible. The 66-year-old Depardieu was 
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no action hero even in his prime, and as his girth 
now rivals Paul Masson-era Orson Welles, we're 
meant to believe he strikes fear into his enemies. 
Except for a decent car chase, Viktor’s action 
scenes are more like torture porn, as he brutally 
interrogates tied-up bad guys. It’s all very strange, 
made more so by the fact that many of the Russian 
actors seem to be speaking their English lines 
phonetically, including main villain Anton (Denis 
Karasev). His too-brief poolside dialogue with a 
similarly English-bereft actress is possibly one of 


ACADEMY AWARD® WINNER 


the worst-acted scenes in recent memory — and 
therefore, of course, one of the funniest. (SC) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), email film@sfweekly.com. 


4-Star Theatre. A Thousand Times Good Night: While 
it's inspired by director Erik Poppe’s own experi- 
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ences as a war photographer, what's refreshing 
about the work-versus-home drama of A Thousand 
Times Good Night — in which Juliette Binoche plays 
a photojournalist with a drive to cover some of the 
darkest things in some of the most dangerous parts 
of the world — is that the typical gender roles are 
reversed. The soul of the film is the relationship 
between a mother and daughter, not a father and 
son, and the man is married to a woman six years 
his senior, as opposed to half his age. Starting 
Oct. 24. Daily. 2200 Clement 666-3488, Intsf. 
com/4-star-theatre.html. 


Artists’ Television Access. Periwinkle Cinema’s 


October Spooktacular: Gentry McShane curates 
an evening of Halloween-themed shorts by LGBT 
filmmakers, including Kadet Kuhne’s Cunt Dykula, 
Hunx's | Vant to Suck Your Cock, Skye Thorstenson’s 
Morgies, and more. Wed., Oct. 22, 8 p.m. $7-$10. 
facebook.com/PeriwinkleCinema. Flamingos: 
Filmmaker Antero Alli makes a personal appearance 
to screen his 2012 indie crime film about two lovers 
onthe lam. Fri., Oct. 24, 8 p.m. $7-$10. 992 Valencia 
824-3890, atasite.org. 


Balboa Theatre. Pelican Dreams: The newest 


documentary from The Wild Parrots of Telegraph 
Hillfilmmaker Judy Irving is an intimate meditation 
on modern mankind's relationship with ancient sea 
birds — particularly the California brown pelican 
— and as unabashedly personal as we'd expect 
from a trusty old-school San Francisco nature 
appreciator. Oct. 24-30. pelicanmedia.org. 3630 
Balboa 221-2184, balboamovies.com. 


Bindlestiff Studio. Filmmakers on the Fringe: 


Jason Elisabeth Jonathan Krysten 


SCHWARTZMAN MOSS PRYCE RITTER 
Che New York Times O Critics Picks 


“EXHILARATING. 


A sharp, dyspeptic, sometimes 
gaspingly funny exploration 
of art and life.” 
- Manohla Dargis 


“INVIGORATING. 


One of the most ambitious 
and exciting American films 
of the year.’ 

- Andrew O’ Hehir, Salon 
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FI 
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“REMARKABLY 
INTELLIGENT. 


the performance of 
Schwartzman’s career.’ 
- Max Nelson, Film Comment 
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Film Festival 2014 


Written and Directed by 


ALEX ROSS PERRY *E& 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT 
STARTS FRIDAY, OCTOBER 247! 


ROXIE THEATRE 
3117 16TH ST (415) 863-1087 * SAN FRANCISCO 





EAT MUSIC 


This showcase of Asian Pacific Islander female 
filmmakers includes narrative works by Katelind 
Ikuma (Hawaiian Hipster) and Laura Priscilla Paule 
(Sam & Syl), plus documentaries by Jerilyn Guerrero 
(Le Baked Noms) and Sally Tran (Deconstructing 
My Depression). Thu., Oct. 23, 6:30 p.m. $5-$10. 
185 Sixth St. 255-0440, bindlestiffstudio.org. 


Brava Theater Center. Pretty Faces: The Story of 


a Skier Girl: Inverting the bro-brah dynamics 
of usual ski bum movies, Lynsey Dyer's high- 
altitude sports film features an all-female parade 
of skiers and snowmobilers carving powder 
and jumping cliffs in beautiful natural settings. 
Proceeds from the evening — which also includes 
a raffle, panel discussion, and “‘lots of rad swag” 
— benefit SheJumps. Sat., Oct. 25, 6:30 p.m. 
$15. unicornpicnic.com. 2781 24th St. 641-7657, 
brava.org. 


California Historical Society Museum. Ree! California: 


Screenings of short films from Yosemite's Range 
of Light Film Festival. Thu., Oct. 23, 6 p.m. $5. 
yosemiteshortfilms.eventbrite.com. 678 Mission 
357-1848, californiahistoricalsociety.org. 


Clay Theatre. Whiplash: Drumming well is the best 


revenge. Or so we learn from being schooled by 
Damien Chazelle’s thrilling litany of mind games and 
physical punishments, which features a dynamic 
movie duet between Miles Teller as a driven young 
conservatory jazz drummer and J.K. Simmons 
as his unreasonably abusive teacher. Daily. The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show: The Bawdy Caste 
performs onstage while the ultimate cult film 
plays in the background. Last Saturday of every 
month, 11:59 p.m. $9-$10. 2261 Fillmore 267-4893, 
landmarktheatres.com. 


Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: Halloween 


Ill - Season of the Witch: Hosts Jim Fourniadis, 
Dan Foley, and Tristan Buckner sadly remove their 
modified Captain Kirk masks to watch the only 
Halloween movie that doesn’t feature Michael 
Myers. Sun., Oct. 26, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission 
401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema. Boyhood: Richard 


Linklater spent 12 years filming this universally 
acclaimed coming-of-age tale in which the actors 
grow up right before your eyes during the film's 
165-minute running time. Daily. Pride: Organized 
around the not-quite-radical idea that plucky 
nonthreatening homosexuals and provincial Welsh 
workingmen’s wives are equally and universally 
adorable, this year’s best hope for a movie from the 
U.K. to please crowds in the U.S.A. is an ensemble 
uplifter about the London gay and lesbian activists 
who raised money to pitch in for the National Union 
of Mineworkers strike of 1984. Daily. Men, Women 
& Children: You'll definitely want to double-check 
that your iPhone is switched off for the latest 
drama from Juno director Jason Reitman, which 
examines the emotional damage done to teenagers 
and their families by the ubiquity of the internet 
and our inability to communicate without the 
mediation of digital devices. Daily. Lilting: Lest that 
title give the wrong impression, it should be said 
that writer-director Hong Khaou’s feature debut is 
unabashedly a dirge. Grief is the main characters’ 
common ground, muted delicacy prevails, and the 
movie comes across as a placid surface under which 
emotions sometimes may be seen to roil. This film 
about language barriers and fragile incomplete 
relationships risks seeming itself untranslatable, 
fragile, and incomplete, but the characters’ 
sensitivities combine into something very much 
alive. Daily. Birdman: starting Oct. 23. Daily. 
Citizenfour: starting Oct. 23. Daily. 1 Embarcadero 
Center 267-4893, landmarktheatres.com. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic 


film screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum 
by the Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. 
Saturdays. Free with museum admission. Pier 15 
528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


Oddball Films. Cinema Soiree: Eccentric Visionaries 


of ‘60s Rock: Classic rock superaficionado Richie 
Unterberger presents film clips of subterranean 
‘60s heroes in action, including the Beau Brummels, 
Bonzo Dog Band, Electric Prunes, Tim Buckley, 
Arthur Brown, and more. Thu., Oct. 23, 8 p.m. $10. 
275 Capp 558-8112, oddballfilms.com. 


Opera Plaza Cinemas. The Green Prince: Mosab 


Hassan Yousef, the son of Hamas founder 
Sheikh Hassan Yousef, tells the story of how 
his fundamental human decency and objections 
to the organization's brutally violent tactics 
led him to collaborate with Israeli intelligence. 


The documentary comes across like a cross 
between a techno-thriller and a Saw movie, 
which is appropriate enough for the many real-life 
horrors on display. Daily. The Blue Room: Directed 
by great French actor Mathieu Amalric — who you 
may remember as the Bond villain in Quantum of 
Solace, paralyzed memoirist in The Diving Bell 
and the Butterfly, or secretive butler in The Grand 
Budapest Hotel — The Blue Room is a dark, swift 
take on sex, death, and judgement that hits the 
French-thriller sweet spot. Being an Amalric affair, 
it benefits, too, from a certain je ne sais quoi. 
Daily. The Overnighters: As seen in Jesse Moss's 
roundly depressing documentary, Williston, N.D., 
is perhaps doing better than the town in Rich Hill, 
but not by a lot. The dirty and dangerous practice 
known as fracking has created new oil fields 
and turned Williston into a boom town, but as 
often happens with boom towns, it’s attracting 
thousands of down-and-out pilgrims. When the 
secret gets out that Pastor Jay Weinke is allowing 
one of these desperate job-seekers — who's also a 
registered sex offender — to stay with his family, 
the town's outrage turns The Overnighters into 
a sort of sociological Straw Dogs. Oct. 24-30. 
Diplomacy: Based on the play by Cyril Gely, Volker 
Schlondorff's Diplomacy is mostly just two old guys 
in an opulent room: General Dietrich von Choltitz 
(Niels Arestrup), the military governor of occupied 
Paris in 1944, under orders from Hitler to blow up 
Paris; and Swedish consul general Raoul Nordling, 
who sneaks into von Choltitz's office in order to 
convince him to not blow up Paris. Even though 
we know Nordling was eventually successful in 
his task, how they reach that point is still plenty 
compelling. Oct. 24-30. 601 Van Ness 777-3456, 
landmarktheatres.com. 


Presidio Theatre. Bitter Honey: Feature-length 


documentary about polygamy in Bali and its 
effect upon Balinese women. Through Oct. 23. 
bitterhoneyfilm.com. 2340 Chestnut 776-2388, 
Intsf.com. 


Roxie Theater. Harmontown: Neil Berkeley's 


documentary follows Dan Harmon, creator of the 
cult NBC series Community, and his associates as 
they take the also-called-Harmontown podcast on a 
whirlwind tour after being sacked by NBC. Through 
Oct. 23. Before You Know It: This bittersweet 
documentary focuses on three aging gay men in 
Galveston, Harlem, and Portland, reflecting on 
both the lives they've lived and how the changes 
in America’s treatment of its LGBT citizens have 
affected them for both better and worse. Wed., 
Oct. 22, 7 p.m. $7.50-$10. Listen Up Philip: Jason 
Schwartzman owns the role of a narcissistic 
young author in the early stages of soul-poisoning 
success. Oct. 24-30. Viktor: Every so often, a 
specimen from the thriving cinematic underworld 
of Eastern European-lensed action movies gets an 
American release. In Viktor, a Gerard Depardieu- 
starring revenge film. It’s all very strange, made 
more so by the fact that many of the Russian 
actors seem to be speaking their English lines 
phonetically, including main villain Anton (Denis 
Karasev). His poolside dialogue with a similarly 
English-bereft actress is possibly one of the worst- 
acted scenes in recent memory — and therefore, of 
course, one of the funniest. Oct. 24-30. Purgatorio: 
Avoiding blatant political statements, Rodrigo 
Reyes’ meditative cinematic essay about life along 
the sun-blasted U.S.-Mexico border quietly depicts 
a world where poverty, decay, and desperation are 
as prevalent as the sand. Tonight Reyes makes a 
personal appearance at the Roxie to participate in 
a Q&A session following the film. Sun., Oct. 26, 6:30 
p.m. $7.50-$10. 3117 16th St. 863-1087, roxie.com. 


Town Hall Restaurant. Key Ingredients San Francisco: 


Tribeca Film Institute benefit featuring films by 
Wendy Levy, Dana Nachman, Ondi Timoner, and 
Kate McLean, paired with a four-course meal 
provided by chefs Esteban Escobar, Mellisa Root, 
Giorgio Milos, and Joey Ng. Thu., Oct. 23, 7 p.m. 
$250+. 342 Howard 908-3900, townhallsf.com. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Lest We Forget: 


Remembering Radical San Francisco: For city 
newcomers, the YBCA's latest film series — 
featuring documentaries about S.F. gay rights 
activists, striving immigrants, Alcatraz uprisings, 
punk rockers, and, of course, lots of empirical, San 
Francisco-style sex — could serve as a historical 
primer. For old timers, it's more like a reunion. Thu., 
Oct. 23, 7:30 p.m.; Sun., Oct. 26, 2 & 3:30 p.m. $8- 
$10 per program. 701 Mission 978-2787, ybca.org. 
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“DARING, DEVASTATING, HOWLINGLY FUNNY.” 
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Potrero Hill 
Dine in ¢ Pick up 


300 Connecticut St 


415-641-1440 


San Francisco's 
SOURDOUGH PIZZA 
since 1975 


SOMA 
Delivery ¢ Pick up 
171 Stillman St 
415-974-1303 


West Portal 
Counter Service ¢ Delivery ¢ Pick up 
170 West Portal Ave 
415-242-GOAT(4628) 





NO TURNING 


BACK 


SAN FRANCISCO 


PALAGE OF FINE ARTS THEATHRE 


WEDNESDAY, NOV. 5 8:00 PM 
THURSDAY, NOV. 6 8:00 PM 
CASTRO THEATRE 

FRIDAY, NOV. 14 8:00 PM 


BERKELEY 11/6 
CAMPBELL 1/7 


PLEASTANTON 11/9 SAN RAFAEL 


Ticket holders receive resort and retail offers from: 


WALNUT GREEK 11/12 
REDWOODCITY § 11/13 


11/15 





‘ > SQUAW VALLEY 
ALPINE MEADOWS 


Goat Hill Pizza 


ORDER ONLINE: www.goathill.com © 


Ahi 





65°" 


SKI FILM 


LIFT TICKETS AND RETAIL OFFERS, WIN SKIS, TRIPS AND SWAG! 
CHECK OUT Warrenmiller.CcO@mM FOR MORE INFO 





Private Wealth 
Management 


; SS SKI MONTANA Mey SK] 2226 








SINCE 1949 
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BP ARUAL a VILLAINY BELOVED 


Awfully 
Ever After 


“Have you thought about 
writing about bad behavior on TV?” said 
my mom. (Answer: Oh, yes... Yes I 
have.) “There sure seem to be a lot of 
people shamelessly displaying their 
worst sportsmanship and petty snarki- 
ness as well as cheating on their loved 
ones and being all-around bad family 
members,” she continued. “Don’t you 
think you would try to be on your best 
behavior if you were being filmed the 
whole time?” 

Although it may appear to you that 
my mother has just stumbled across 
reality TV for the first time, she’s ac- 
tually a seasoned pro. The apple don’t 
fall too far from the tree. But she 
makes a good point: Are people really 
this awful? 

MasterChef always has some won- 


derful baddies 





brows, blood red lips, sly grins that 
belie deception. 

It didn’t help Korina that her main 
rival on the show was the Cinderella 
of contestants, Charketa Glover. From 
a broken home and raised by her 
grandfather, Char was the embodi- 
ment of the Horatio Alger myth. Her 
ambition was admirable and palpable, 
yet humble. She was even from the 
embattled Detroit. When she invited 
Tim Gunn to her hometown, she 
wanted him to meet her family at 
the waterfront to show how Detroit 
is turning itself around, a pumpkin 
being changed into a gilded carriage. 
Gawd, the metaphor was beautiful. 

Korina was beaten by Char and 
tossed off the show right before the 
final four. She didn’t take it well. Then 
Korina was asked to come assist Char 
in the next challenge, which included 
tearing up Korina’s losing look and 
remaking something with the fabric. 
It was a bit much, yes. But she threw 
a fit and stomped off. Who’s the 

fairest of them 


— vainglorious all? Naughty, 
assholes who naughty. 

will throw their Once the 
friends under the dust settled we 
industrial mixing were left with an 
blades for the uncomfortable 
win. That’s what truth: Korina 
happened this was the better 
season when the designer. The 
deceptively twee judges did in fact 
Courtney took the jeg = seem to favor 
title. Prim, petty, oO BY KATY ST. CLAIR QO Char even though 
snooty, and per- her designs and 
petually standing execution were 


in a ballet “third position,” this former 
stripper cum “aerial dancer” thought 
people will want to buy her cookbook. 
“T used to work in a gentleman’s club,” 
she ruefully let slip, head lowered but 
chin defiant. That slutty life was no 
more, she swore, because food was 
now her destiny. 

Generally, we eat up stories like 
Courtney’s — reality TV’s Pretty 
Woman fables of tarnished angels 
who've found their wings. It’s incred- 
ibly American. But Courtney made 
the cardinal sin of being a total bitch 
in her new incarnation. Once you rise 
from the licentious ashes of a den of 
iniquity you are supposed to be mod- 
est, sweet, and above all, thankful. 
Not a mean-spirited egomaniac. 

But let’s compare her to Korina 
from this season of Project Runway. 
Blogs and tongues are agog at this 
woman’s unsportsmanlike behavior. 
My mother is appalled: “She should 
be ashamed of herself!” For the un- 
initiated, let’s just say that she was 
the exemplary sore loser. She readily 
tore down other designers who beat 
her and bragged about her own sew- 
ing prowess. She pouted and bitched 
and snarled. Strangely, she sort of 
physically resembled Courtney from 
MC. Both look like Disney villains: 
alabaster skin; dark, dramatic eye- 


considerably weaker; Tim Gunn even 
used his “save” on her, bringing her 
back after being eliminated. Korina 
was the only person on the show to 
ever say, “What the fuck is going on 
here?,” especially when earlier con- 
testant Sandhya Garg’s ridonkulous 
Rube Goldberg ensembles kept daz- 
zling the judges. 

Courtney also out-cooked Eliza- 
beth in the Masterchef finale. There’s 
less leeway for personality points on 
that show. It’s what ends up on the 
plate that matters. Yet now we are 
left with someone no one respects 
as the winner. Project Runway wasn’t 
going to let that happen. (The finale 
is this week. There is no way Charke- 
ta is going to win, but all the finalists 
are likable.) 

Here’s my uncomfortable truth: 
The only reason I watch these shows 
is for the awful people. But I don’t like 
seeing the awful people win. I like to 
see the Charketas win. I like to see 
people like her live happily ever after 
while the Courtneys are stabbed in 
the heart with the sword of truth, like 
Maleficent. 

Hans Christian Andersen was 
right: Life itself is the most wonderful 
fairy tale of all. 


Katy.StClair@SFWeekly.com 
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NEITHER THE ONE MEAL NOR THE OTHER 


The Inalienable Right to Brunch 


By Anna Roth 


My fellow San Franciscans, 

One of our most cherished insti- 
tutions is under attack. Those who 
would stand against us are not com- 
ing for our bread bowls, our luke- 
warm park Tecates, our music-fes- 
tival lamb poutine. They’re coming 
for something far more integral to 
the fabric of our city. They’re com- 
ing for our brunch. And we cannot 
let them win. 

There have always been those 
who did not hear brunch’s siren 
song — those who stood by and 
made snide remarks about pow- 
dered eggs, indifferent servers, and 
the inevitable implosion that comes 
in the wake of bottomless mimosas. 
There are those who call brunch a 
waste of time, a frivolity, an activity 
reserved for the very young or the 
very irresponsible. 

But as citizens of the great- 
est congregation of brunches on 
Earth, we know that to focus on 
the negatives is to miss out on the 
very real pleasures of this all-im- 
portant weekend ritual. We know 
that no one who has encountered 
the ambrosial brown sugar bacon 
at Foreign Cinema or Sweet Wood- 
ruff, dipped breakfast pizza crust 
into molten egg yolk at Beretta, or 
gazed into the magenta depths of 
Bar Tartine’s candied beet mimosa 
could question the necessity of this 
hallowed tradition. 

Recent months have brought a 
new, more insidious attack against 
the midday meal. The first blow 
came from the north, in the form 
of a polemic called The Trouble With 
Brunch. When Torontonian Shawn 
Micallef looks at brunch, he sees 
nothing more than a performance 
of leisure, a literal form of conspic- 
uous consumption perpetuated by 
the “brunching class.” He wonders: 
“Why were my fellow brunchers 
... squandering their precious free 
time on something as onerous and 
chronically unsatisfying as this mid- 
day meal?” 

We could forgive Micallef these 
baseless accusations because we 
pity him and his foreignness. A 
Canadian may never understand 
that being an American means 
that we can douse our hangovers 
however we choose, whether with 
a frosty michelada and nopales 
chilaquiles at San Jalisco, a hearty 
sausage-and-dumpling plate anda 
stein of cold beer at Suppenktiche, 
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or a Dungeness crab Benedict and 
goblet-sized mimosa at Mission 
Beach Cafe. 

But Micallef’s appalling 
misconceptions spread through the 
porous borders of the internet and 
caught the attention of New Yorker 
David Shaftel, who penned an op- 
ed for The New York Times entitled 
“Brunch is for Jerks.” In this 
dangerous screed he calls brunch 
a symptom of the shiftlessness 
and entitlement of the younger 
generation, and smugly declares 
that he is out of the brunch game 
forever. “Now that I see brunch 
for what it is — conspicuous 
consumption disguised as urbanity 
— I can't enjoy it,” he writes, 
congratulating himself on his 
misguided opinion. 

What Shaftel and others miss 
is that brunch has always been an 
indulgence, always belonged to the 
young, always functioned as a secu- 
lar Sunday activity for members of 
the church of good food and drink. 
The portmanteau itself is thought 
to come from British student slang, 
and its earliest known appearance 
in print, an 1895 article in Hunter's 





Weekly, proposed the meal as a hang- 
over reliever. “Instead of England’s 
early Sunday dinner, a post-church 
ordeal of heavy meats and savory 
pies, why not a new meal, served 
around noon, that starts with tea or 
coffee,” explained New York Times 
restaurant critic William Grimes in a 
1997 story investigating the origins 
of the meal. “By eliminating the need 
to get up early on Sunday, brunch 
would make life brighter for Satur- 
day night carousers.” 

We need to show our enemies 
that they have brunch all wrong; 
that it is not a performance but an 
enjoyable and often necessary act of 
renewal and reinvigoration. 

We need to fight for the right to 
eat fried chicken in the morning in 
all its colors and creeds, whether at 
Farmerbrown with a side of waffles, 
or at Brenda’s French Soul Food with 
a side of crawfish beignets, or at 
Namu Gaji with a side of kimchi. 

We need to ensure that Bloody 
Marys of all flavors are treated with 
equal respect, whether made with 
Worcestershire at The Ramp, wasabi 
at St. Mary’s Pub, or aged balsamic 
at Zuni Cafe. 
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PAR IS ABAGUETTE 


GRAND OPENING 
§. SAN FRANCISCO 


2278 WESTBOROUGH BLVD., S. SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94080 


October 24 - 26 
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with any purchase of over $15 


3 F RE E Blanket 


with purchase of any Whole Cake 






Store Hour Sun - Thur 7AM -9 PM, 
Fri - Sat 7AM - |OPM 
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SANTA CLARA ney. \ ate) 

3561 EL CAMINO REAL 383 UNIVERSITY AVE. 
SANTA CLARA, CA 9505 | PALO ALTO, CA 94301 
T. 408 260 0404 T. 650 838 0404 


CUPERTINO $.SAN FRANCISCO 


20735 STEVENS CREEK BLVD. 2278 WESTBOROUGH BLVD, 
CUPERTINO, CA 95014 S. SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94080 
T. 408 996 0704 T.650 952 0404 


BERKELEY MILPITAS SAN JOSE 


2150 SHATTUCK AVE, 249 W. CALAVERAS BLVD. 685 SARATPGA AVE. 
BERKELEY, CA 94704 MILPITAS, CA 95035 SAN JOSE, CA 95129 
T. 510 845 0404 T.408 263 0404 


$s 


SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 


Clockwise from top: Guinea 
hen boudin blanc at Verbena, 
shrimp and grits at Brenda's, 
French toast at Nopa. 


We need to continue expanding 
our horizons along with our 
waistlines with vinegary Filipino 
sausages and Burma Coolers at 
B*Star, egg-stuffed dosas and 
mango mimosas at Dosa, and miso- 
glazed trout and sake at Nojo. 

Because we know that we don’t 
brunch to be seen by others; we 
brunch to be with others. Who 
among us has not stood among 
fellow citizens at Nopa’s bar on 
a Sunday morning, angling for a 
stool and a bite of that sublimely 
custardy French toast, and not felt 
that he or she was participating in 
an essential part of San Francisco 
life? 

Let this be the line drawn in 
the powdered sugar. Go out this 
weekend and brunch, for yourself 
and for your city. 

Thank you and good morning, 
or, perhaps, good afternoon. 


2109 Polk 75 Harrison St 
345-0600 896-0700 


3242 22™ St. 
206-0555 


1737 Haight 
668-5577 


333 Bush 
421-0700 
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Mikkeller BAR 





LUNCH SPECIAL 
BRATWURST + BEER OF THE DAY 
$12.00 M-F 12-4PM 


34 MASON STREET, SF 
(415) 984-0279 
www. mikkellerbar.com 


40 YEARS OF 
MAGIC & 
GROCERIES 


A WORKER-OWNED 
GROCERY COOPERATIVE 








’ FULL BAR| 


: OMMYS5 Dumplings \ 


| Th | 
en BEST PLACE TO DRINK 

















KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


== AUTHENTIC CHINESE + DIM SUM == 














Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 


Pot Stickers 
Won Ton 











Pancakes 


TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1713 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
wn WWW.Kingofchinesedumpling.com ii 


THE DOLLAR IS STILL 
STRONG AT TOMMY’S 


A SAN FRANCISCO TRADITION 
FOR OVER 65 YEARS! 


IS" HOUR OF PARKING 
FREE @ AMC 





mrCrave 


—bistro- 


a JAZE yo. 


ive MU silee 
7-9PM » NO COVER 


‘ WATCH THE SF GIANTS €, 
BEAT THE ROYALS AT MRCRAVE! 


NP 


HAPPY HOUR 


TUE - SAT 5-7PM 
IS 


BREAKFAST + LUNCH DAILY 
DINNER TUES - SAT 


WEEKLY BRUNCH SAT + SUN 


655 ELLIS STREET SF 
A15 mele 8185 415-321-8899 
e e MRCRAVEBISTRO.COM 
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An Artisanal 
Dave & 
Buster's 


By Pete Kane 


Jack London Square is a 
Fisherman’s Wharf that locals actually 
go to and an incomplete entity longing 
for something huge to tie the whole 
thing together. It doesn’t need to be as- 
phyxiatingly hip. It just needs to draw 
lots of Oaklanders to the waterfront 
for a good time. 

And it may have found that 
missing piece: the bar-restaurant-ar- 
cade-bowling complex that is plank. 
If you've ever gone bowling at Yerba 
Buena and thought, “Why is there 
no food and where are the rest of the 
lanes?” or popped into Jillian’s and 
thought, “Am I actually at Chuck E. 
Cheese?” then the annoyingly all-un- 
dercase plank is going to be your 
spot. All 50,000-square-feet of it. 

On the site of what used to bea 
giant bookstore is a waterfront co- 
lossus of entertainment, with some 
40 TVs and 50 beers on tap. There’s 
bocce in the beer garden, billiards, 
Skee-Ball, a game that looks kind of 
like Plinko from The Price is Right, 
and two bowling alleys, for which 
the balls are painted like billiard balls 
with the numbers as the weights. 
(Additionally, in one alley, the pins 
are hung by taut strings so that they 
reset themselves more quietly, pre- 
serving the lounge atmosphere.) 

Perhaps the only bad thing you 
can say about the games at plank 
is that the prizes are card-based, so 
that you don’t accumulate thousands 
of those pink tickets that you can 
later redeem for a plastic comb or 
some Pogs. 

However, this being the Bay Area, 
the real emphasis is on food. Along 
with a smaller outdoor menu, Chef 
Jason Moniz’s indoor menu embod- 
ies an approachable-upscale vibe: 
brie burgers, chicken tinga tacos, 
and a welter of pub-ish shared plates 
(think chicken yakitori, or mussels 












Alande Herrera 





in a chipotle beer broth). The drink 
list is vast, from rum-based punches 
to four types of sangria to East Bay 
breweries you want to see more of 
(High Water, Faction, Calicraft). It 
might actually do the impossible and 
make all of the people happy all of 
the time. 

And there’s going to be takeout! 
It’s almost like they’re trying to feed 
the entire city of Oakland at once. 
Jean Quan loved it; you will too. 


plank 


98 Broadway, Oakland, 
(510) 817-0980, plankoakland.com. 


Polk Now Has 
Blue Cheese 
Gelato 


By Pete Kane 


Remember summer? That 
brief, 23-day aberration we get toward 
the end of September? It’s basically over 
for the next 49 weeks, but don’t let that 
stop you from indulging in the sweetest, 
most euro treat of the season. And the 
new Lush Gelato on Polk Street (the 
chain’s third location) is just the place, 
particularly when you're far from the 
Axis of Ice Cream in the Mission. 

It’s as simple as it gets: 12 flavors, 
rotated daily, with a couple of tables. 
Some of them are as unusual as the 
more intentionally out-there ice 
cream shops: buttermilk cucumber, 
Point Reyes blue cheese and cranber- 
ries, and Drunken Earl (Earl Grey tea 
with bourbon-soaked strawberries.) 

Lush’s singularly creamy texture 
is unmistakable, because (as Eater 
reported) owner Federico Murtagh 
goes to the trouble of making his own 
base instead of buying gallon jugs of it 
from Straus Creamery like everybody 
else does. It shows — doubly so in 
flavors such as mascarpone balsam- 
ic with chocolate chunks, which is 
already rich to begin with. For the 
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BEST BURRITO, 
VEGGIE BURRITO, 
IN SAN FRANCISCO! 


Bay Guardian 
“Best of the Bay” 


1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 
2009, 2012, 2013 


2288 Mission St. @ 19th 
(415) 252-9560 
1003 Market St. @ 6th 
(415) 864-6773 
Come visit our newest location: 


3211 Mission St. @ Valencia 
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VISA 
SALT FRALTIGISGO 


World Famous 
Original 
"Irish Coffee" 






Mon-Fri 
From 9am 


Sat-Sun 
From 8am 

















Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 
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dairy-intolerant, there are seasonal 
sorbettoes as well (when November 
rolls around, tangerine should make 
its debut). 

And who cares if the sun’s going 
down at 6:15? Lush is open until mid- 
night on weekends. 


Lush Gelato 
1817 Polk, lushgelato.com. 


Foie Gras: 
Still Illegal 


By Anna Roth 


Well, foie gras is still against 
the law in California. The ban on fatty 
goose liver has been resented by many 
chefs, farmers, and diners since it was 
put into effect in 2012, and though it 
has been appealed (and the appeals de- 
nied) by several lower courts, on Tues- 
day it got the ruling from the highest 
court in the land that it is here to stay. 
This appeal was on behalf of Ca- 
nadian farmers, Hudson Valley Foie 
Gras, and the California-based Hot’s 
Restaurant Group, and argued that the 
ban limits interstate commerce. But 
their appeal was not upheld, and it is 
still illegal in California to sell foie or 
force-feed geese to create fatty livers. 
It’s not illegal to own foie gras, 
however; periodically, some upstart 
restaurants and pop-ups will get 
around the law by serving it “by dona- 
tion.” Barring that, the Oregon bor- 
der’s only about a 5.5 hour drive away. 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around town. 
To recommend a place, e-mail 
fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


Arguello: The Presidio is now home to one more 
restaurant with the casual cousin of Traci des 
Jardins’ The Commissary. The menu is Mexican 
— think tacos and quesadillas on housemade 
tortillas. Dinner will have more extensive plates. 
50 Moraga Ave., thecommissarysf.com. 

Mochina: Potrero Hill is the new home for this 
much-loved Peruvian restaurant, formerly of 
SOMA. There are ceviches, there are tapas, 
there is quinoa risotto, and most importantly, 
there are now pisco sours and mango mojitos 
thanks to an inherited liquor license. 1469 18th 
St., mochicasf.com. 

Pink Zebra: Following the Mission Chinese Food 
model of opening a restaurant inside another 
restaurant, former MCF chef Jesse Koide has 
popped up down the street at Tao Yin. The 
menu is traditional Japanese with a Mediter- 
ranean twist, because why not? 3515 20th 
St., 335-9752. 

Primo Pizza: Daly City pizza joint has opened a 
branch on Divisadero. It’s nothing fancy, just 
pizza, Sandwiches, and a few salads, but its 
2 a.m. closing time on Friday and Saturday 
nights should lead to a brisk slice business. 
1064 Divisadero, 359-9300, primopizzasf.com. 

Tender Greens: S.F.’s second location of the popular 
SoCal lunch spot opens in Mission Bay. Large, 
locally sourced salads, plenty of protein options, 
and the dreamiest mashed potatoes around. 266 
King, tendergreens.com. 





Arinell PIZZA 


SINCE 1975 


Open Fri & Sat 


nN ‘TILL 2AM 


sans $ 5. 0 0 /SLICE 


NEW YORK STYLE 


2119 SHATTUCK AVE BERKELEY | (510) 841-4035 
Now offering vegan pizza at this location 
Ramen 


Shalala San Francisco 


GRAND OPEN! 

















1737 Buchanan St. 
San Francisco, CA 94115 
(SF Japan Town) 

Tel 415-757-0552 


Mon-Wed: L 11:45am - 2:00pm 
D 6:00pm -9:30pm 

Sat: 11:45am - 10:00pm All Day 

Sun: 11:45am - 9:00pm All Day 
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GILBERTH'S | 


rotisserie & grill 
Where Latin Fusion Meets Urban Chic 


2427 3rd St, SF 


415-913-7163 


Monday-Saturday 
sam—3pm* & 5:30pm—10pm 


*Excluding Saturday, when we are closed for lunch. 
Service begins at 5:30pm on Saturday 


www.gilberths.com 
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SAN FRANCISCO’S TASTIEST COVERAGE 


VLS/ 


Puerto Alegre Presents 
ANNUAL DAY OF THE DEAD ART EXHIBIT 


Participating Artists. 
Art Hazelwood, Alexandra Blum, Antonio Huerta, David Tatolla, 
Gina Contreras, Alissa Kaplan, Cecile Robles-Blum and many more. 


October 21 to November 25th, 2014 
Reception and Ceremony October 28th 3- Spm. 


Ceremony performed by: Antonio Chavez 
Calaveras de Azucar ~ Michele Simons 


Curated by Calixto Robles 
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TT POCDAL Gt TY 
MADI DIAZ wMINIATUBE TIGERS 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24 


DOORS A SHOW 9 © S277 3 


FOXYGEN 


DUB THOMPSON 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25 


DOORS S&S SHOW 9 © $25.00 
DELTA SPIRIT 
SACCO + DEEP SEA DIVER 
SUN DAY, OCTOBER 26 


DcewOoRS Ti SHOW OB. vee 


SUICIDE SILENCE & 
THE BLACK DAHLIA 
MURDER 


CHELSEA GRIN + ALTERBEAST 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 27 


DOORS 6:30) SHOW 7-30 ¢ $24 OO 


THE JANOSKIANS 


BLUSH + ERIC DASH 
PURSDAY, OCTOBER 2& 


1 wMOoLrkKS SHI S © SOUOw) 


BETTY WHO 


JOYWAVE - GREAT GOOD FINE OK 
iia noe egg OCTOBER 30 


DOORS 7 SHOW 8 & $37 50 


PATTY GRIFFIN 


JOHN FULLBRIGHT 


ticketmaster.com 
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np PRES Gams 


POLTOOW THE FILL SOOPRE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLAORE 4 3 | i | MO EB 
TWITTER: SFILLMORESE 


105 GEART (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRAMCHCO 
WOW INFO: 415-346-6000 


St. Paul 
& The Broken Bones 


eae February 145 
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‘Thursday, October 23 


HALLOWE E NI 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31 


LDLORS MH SHOW Y © 525.00) 


THE PIMPS OF JOYTIME 


MOON HOOCH 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER I 


DL MOORS 8 SHOW 9 e527 AU 


THE JULIE RUIN 


YOUNGER LOVERS 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2 
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NEW POLITICS 


BAD SUNS + SOMEKINDAWONDERFUL 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3 


DOORS Ti SHOW Se $22.50 


SAN FERMIN & 


COURTNEY BARNETT 


MIKHAEL PASKALEV 
NOVEMBER AAS 


Io MOORS JY SHOW Re S44 St 


CITIZEN COPE 


2 NIGHTS! 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6 


HCoORS T/ SHOW Be £44, 00 


ZIGGY MARLEY 
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TIKI TIME 


Embrace 
the Kitsch 


I have ordered an extremely 
froofy drink. ’'m okay with this. I like a 
good froofy drink, and I’m secure in 
my masculinity. Rusty, however, is 
laughing her ass off. She may be less 
confident in my masculinity. 

We're at Longitude, in Oakland, 
and we're talking about the future. 
Rusty gets the future, which has 
often been a curse: She’s the person 
who got fired from a newspaper in 
the ’90s for telling them, “We should 
be posting things online.” She’s that 
person who said, “Social media’s go- 
ing to be huge!” while all the grown- 
ups dismissed it as the next pet rock. 
I do not get the future, which has 
often been a blessing. My total ig- 
norance of what’s coming next gives 
me an almost awe-inspiring 
ability to say, “It will be 
all right” with total sin- 
cerity. 

“T’ve got to ask you 
something,” | tell 
Rusty. “How frus- 
trated do you get 
by the people who 
simply don't get it, 
when you're staring 
the future in the 
face and are abso- 
lutely correct?” 

She thinks it’s an- 
other joke and waves 
it off. Suddenly we’re 
talking about the way you 
monetize an online following. 

Even I know that’s what you're sup- 
posed to do these days. But I’m still 
not on Facebook. Either I’m cleverly 
waiting for the next big thing to 
come around, or I’m hopeless. 

Longitude, like all tiki bars, has 
a nautical theme. Drinks are named 
after Navy stuff and the menu has 
pictures of African animals in it. But 
Longitude knows when to stop. The 
building is gorgeous, the decorations 
are never over-the-top, and the up- 
stairs hideaway, where Rusty and | 
are sitting, is a delightful spot ina 
crowded building. 

I’m drinking a Lion’s Share 
Swizzle (Chartreuse, maraschino 
liqueur, bitters) because who doesn’t 
like Chartreuse? Rusty is drinking 
a Zawadi Cup (blonde rum, lime, 
chocolate orange syrup, rose, mint), 
the proceeds of which are donated to 
a foundation supporting secondary 
education in Tanzania and Kenya. 
We are both quite satisfied. The food 
is good, too; Longitude seems to 
have mastered the art of hitting all 
the essentials and then getting out 
of the way. 

Yet after dive bars, tiki bars are 
probably the most regressive form 





ASTILLATIONS 


nen grapefruit juice 


of drinking establishment. They are 
colonialism made kitschy, a longing 
for simpler times as viewed through 
the haze of old movies and rum. 
They are a strange fit for the innova- 
tion-obsessed Bay Area. But perhaps 
the combination of potent mixology 
and a romanticized aesthetic of a 
simpler past is irresistible, no mat- 
ter how advanced you think you are. 
It whispers it will be all right in your 
terribly sophisticated ear, and you 
believe it after enough rum. 

As Rusty and I talk about social 
media, a group of twentysomethings 
across the room start explaining 
why Burning Man isn’t such a big 
deal anymore. They aren’t coming 
up with very compelling reasons, 
and eventually one of the girls says, 
“I guess I’m just trying to figure out 
why I don’t like Burners.” 

I exchange looks with Rusty, who 
was at Burning Man back in the 
"90s, when it was the future. “How 

hard can that be to figure 
out?” I ask her. 
She laughs. “Hi, 
we're Burners, and 
we're awful!” she 
jokes. These kids are 

hopeless, yet in a 

completely differ- 

ent way than me. 
Rusty orders a 

Cuba Libre, and I 

order a Navy Grog 

(three rums, lime, 


spices) which comes 
with a crazy long 


; / | B¥ ; 
BENJAMIN 
WACHS ; 
—_—— straw. This is the second 


drink I’ve ordered that 
makes Rusty laugh at me. 

To be fair, it’s hilarious, and we 
start laughing about all the things 
I can point at with my giant straw. 
“Why, look at that chair ... all the 
way over there!” (Point point point.) 
This will be a recurring joke for the 
rest of the night. 

But the conversation always slips 
back to work — and how to mone- 
tize in a digital economy. Because 
even in the world that she heralded, 
Rusty has to work just as hard as ev- 
eryone else. And me? I’m trying to 
live a beautiful life in a world where 
the very idea of transcendent beau- 
ty is viewed with deep suspicion, if 
not hostility. 

If you want to succeed, perhaps 
the tiki bar is the model to follow. 
Embrace kitsch. Cultivate nostalgia 
for things that do not deserve it. Say 
“Tt will be all right” to people who are 
already blessed. They will flock to you, 
and they will not be disappointed. 


Longitude 
347 14th St., Oakland, 


(510) 465-2008, 
longitudeoakland.com. 


Benjamin.Wachs@SFWeekly.com 
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FITSTD SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 





No Tunes Alike 





A show of just about everything at Monarch. 


By Chris Zaldua 


Some DJs build their careers 
playing one type of music, and play- 
ing it inside out. Other DJs build 
their careers by playing everything 
under the sun. Optimo is a pair of 
hard-working Scotsmen, Jonnie Wil- 
kes and Keith Mclvor, whose 13-year 
Sunday night residency at Glasgow’s 
Sub Club was known for wildly di- 
verse bookings and DJ sets. Gener- 
ally speaking, The Optimo duo tends 
towards disco, but that’s just a drop 
in the bucket — the two throw post- 
punk, new wave, minimal techno, 
deep house, EBM, and industrial into 
sets regularly, and because they’re in- 
credibly talented DJs, it all works to- 
gether. They’re some of the most 
talented DJs in the world. 

However, the real treat at this 
party is Gerd Janson. The German 
DJ-producer is perhaps best known 
for his record label, Running Back, 
which has been releasing essential, 
top-notch deep house, disco edits, 
and dubwise techno since 2002, 
including some of Todd Terje’s, 
Mark E’s, and Radio Slave’s best 
tracks. If you were to compile a list 
of Top Ten Underrated DJs, Gerd 
Janson would surely be close to 
the top: He doesn’t self-promote, 
he’s not flashy, and his record 
collection goes back to the early 
days of Chicago house and Detroit 
techno. He knows how to work 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


Housepitality presents Roman Fligel, 
Mossmoss, and more, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 22. Free before 11 p.m. 
w/RSVP, $5 before 10 p.m., $10 after; 
feightsf.com 

| don't often write Housepitality up in this 
column - it’s a midweek party and this 
column is weekend-centric — but the fact 
of the matter is, it’s the best midweek 
party in San Francisco and, every so 
often, they book someone so top-notch 
that you must do whatever it takes to 
attend, Thursday morning be damned. 
Roman Fligel is one such booking. The 
German DJ and producer has been active 
since the early ‘90s, releasing records 
under a bevy of pseudonyms spanning 
nearly every genre imaginable. As a DJ, 
his record bag is filled with the finest 
underground techno and house from 20- 
plus years in the biz, with a soft spot for 
beautiful German melodic vibes and the 
occasional electro banger. Local DJ 
Mossmoss will play a special low-tempo 
set in F8's side room while Miguel Solari 
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a crowd, whipping them into a 
frenzy, and never shies away from 
giving the audience what it wants. 
His fantastic sense of humor and 
positive attitude are the icing on 
the cake. 


opens the night up. 


Eclipse NightLife featuring Ceephax 
Acid Crew and more, 6-10 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 23. $12; calacademy.org 
The Academy of Science's NightLife 
events are always fun for a lot of reasons: 
First, they offer up some of the best 
people-watching in the city (how often do 
you get to see so many people on first 
and second dates all at once?); second, 
there's all manner of activities to enjoy; 
and third, despite the mass-market 
audience, Cal Academy has no qualms 
booking top-notch underground 
electronic music. Which is exactly what 
it's done here: Ceephax Acid Crew is 
making his first (to my knowledge) 
appearance in San Francisco, bringing his 
acid-techno wizardry all the way from the 
U.K. For the unfamiliar, Ceephax (aka Andy 
Jenkinson) is a bonafide master of the 
Roland TB-303, releasing a stream of 
albums and EPs since 1998 dedicated to 
the squelchy, squirrelly sound. Oh, and 





Last but certainly not least is Su- 
zanne Kraft, the alter ego of L.A.’s 
Diego Herrera, a young producer 
crafting woozy house and tricky 
disco. As You Like It resident Rich 
Korach rounds out the proceedings. 


he's Squarepusher's brother and Aphex 
Twin adores him, if you need further 
convincing. 


Jackhammer Disco and Noise Pop 
present Moodymann at Public Works, 9 
p.m.-4 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 25. $20- 
$25; publicsf.com 

The man, the myth, the legend: 
Moodymann. Electronic music, as a rule, 
tends towards facelessness, but 
Moodymann is anything but faceless. 
Born Kenny Dixon Jr. and based out of 
Detroit, Moodymann’s productions 
embody the spirit of house music in a way 
few others can even begin to approach. 
Incorporating samples and motifs from 
funk, jazz, and soul, he crafts some of the 
most effortlessly groovy tunes you'll ever 
find - and they'll smash dancefloors to 
pieces besides. He’s also got a much more 
soulful, sexy, sultry side, with many tracks 
featuring his own vocals. When he gets on 
the decks, he brings a microphone, a 
bottle of Hennessy, an entourage, and a 
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Gerd Janson 


As You Like It presents Optimo, 
Gerd Janson, Suzanne Kraft 
and more at Monarch 

9 p.m.-4a.m. Saturday, Oct. 25. 
$20-$25; monarchsf.com 


stack of the finest house and techno wax 
known to man. Not to be missed. 


Modular presents Ben Pearce and 
Monkey Safari, 9:30 p.m.-2 a.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 25. $10-$20; audiosf. 
com 

For something a little glossier on 
Saturday night, head to Audio to catch 
Brit Ben Pearce tear it up alongside 
German duo Monkey Safari. Pearce hails 
from Manchester, and although he’s only 
released a single 12-inch, “What | Might 
Do,” it's the kind of tune that careers are 
built on - a rolling, UK funky bassline 
provides the foundation for the bluesy, 
time-stretched vocals that sent the track 
to the top of the charts across Europe. 
Monkey Safari's take on tech-house is 
sunny, warm, inviting, and heavy on the 
vocal samples, with occasional tribal 
flourishes to keep things interesting. 
Local DJs Pedro Arbulu and Benjamin 
Jorgens will keep the vibe going 
throughout the evening. 
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ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
ADVANCE TICKETS WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER.22 9 PM — FREE 
DOWNSTAIRS: 


:to]»)'4-], [eled 4 
A NIGHT/OF NEW BEAT, EBM, INDUSTRIAL 
WITH RESIDENT DJS 
BLK RAINBOW’s GRACKWHORE 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23 9:30 PM - S6 
FUNKIFIED-ELECTRO-TROPICAL-GET DOWN 


Hi LIFE 
NG 3) od | Se Le) 


WITH RESIDENT DJ.IZZY WISE 
AND QUIQUE on PERCUSSION 
FRIDAY; OGTOBER 24°9:30 PM - $10 


PORCH 


(EMBERS OF PRIMUS AND- TODAY 19 THE DAY), 
BRUBAKER; HURRY UP SHOTGUN 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER.25'9 PM - $20 
LUCIFER*S*HAMMER PRESENTS 


SATAN 


(UK )(1ST EVER, SF APPEARANCE) 


pits SLOUGH FEG, 
MAGIC: CIRGLE:(sostow), 
SPAGE VACATION 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26,9 PM 
FREE BEFORE*9:30°/S6 AFTER 


DUB MISSION 


PRESENTS THE:BEST-IN DUB; ROOTS REGGAE 
& DANCEHALL WITH 


DJ SEP VINNIE ESPARZA 
ano special GUEST DS WISDOM (ny) 
“MONDAY, OGTOBER 27 9°PM=,$10 ADV/ $13 DOOR 

LUCIFER’S HAMMER PRESENTS 
NWOBHM: LEGENDS: 


RAVEN 
plus HELLFIRE 
wo NIGHE DEMON (1) 


TUESDAY OCTOBER'28-9.PM- S10 
BLACK WIDOWS 
COTH BURLESQUE REVUE 
pLus ROADSIDE. MEMORIAL, 
RETGONSTRUGT, DJ-FACT.50 


~ WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER-299PM- ST 
CRISIS ARM 
AIRS, JESUS ‘TAPE 
AND. DJ-SETS BY 
ALEX LUKAS: (BAD NEWS), 
GRIFFIN-& SKY 


UP COM ENG oH 0 WS 
THU 10/30 HE-LIFE 
FRI 10/31 1GEAGE/HELM/. VANIISH 
SAT 11/1 SAT. NITESOUL PARTY 
SUN 11/2 DUB MISSION: DJ SEP 
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- 
668 HAIGHI SI. (at Pierce St.) 
415-558-8375 


watch with us: 


ALL MLS GAMES + BOXING 
UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


sd @DANNYCOYLES 





f FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 


open daily 


HAPPY HOUR 
NOON - 7P.M. 


Visit our website 


WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM 


PATTON 
JoWALT 


JANUARY 28 - 8PM 
ZELLERBACK AUDITORIUM 


TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24 
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LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact Clubs 
Editor John Graham by email (John.Graham@ 
Sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market 
St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). To change an existing 
listing, call 536-8147. Deadline is noon Tuesday for 
the following week's issue. Our Concerts section 
lists major shows and special events. Call individual 
clubs for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


WEDNESDAY 10/22 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
New Spell, False Priest, Katie Day, 9 p.m., $10. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco. Dry the River, Nathaniel Rateliff, 
9 p.m., $13-$15. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco. Suffoca- 
tion, Kataklysm, Jungle Rot, Pyrexia, Internal 
Bleeding, DJ Rob Metal, 7:30 p.m., $18-$22. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Turn Me On 


Dead Man, Twin Trilogy, Older Sun, 9 p.m., $8. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Dino- 
saurs, Casi Casi, 8:30 p.m., $5. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Mineral, Into It. Over It., Holiday Friends, 8 
p.m., $20. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Scraper, Prettiest Eyes, Interior 27, 7 p.m., $8. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. The Go 
Ahead, Violent Psalms, So Much Light, Bubble 
Cats, 9 p.m., $5 (free with RSVP). 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Sloan, 
Catfish & The Bottlemen, 8 p.m., $15-$20. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. The Pains of 
Being Pure at Heart, Tony Molina, 8 p.m., $17. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 2183 
Mission, San Francisco. Dark Materials, Bankrupt 
District, Sun Jin Lui, San Francisco Community 
Land Trust benefit show, 9 p.m., $10. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘“BroMance: A 
Night Out for the Fellas,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. ‘Sticky 
Wednesdays,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Bondage- 
A-Go-Go," w/ DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 
9:30 p.m., $7-$10. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. ‘Electro 
Pop Rocks: Electro Fright Rocks VI - Hallow- 


een Part 1," 18+ dance party with B33son, 
Linx, Burak Bacio, SwitchBlade, more, 9 p.m., 
$10-$20. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., San Francisco. “Go 
Deep!," 18+ dance party, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Body- 
shock,” w/ DJs Blk Rainbow & Crackwhore (in 
the downstairs bar), 9:30 p.m., free. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Housepitality,” 
w/ Roman Fliigel, Miguel Solari, Mossmoss, 9 
p.m., $5-$10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “What?," 
7p.m., free. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Reload,” w/ DJ Big Bad Bruce, 10 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. ‘Booty Call,” 
w/ Juanita More, Joshua J, guests, 9 p.m., $3. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Jock 
Strapped,” w/ Michael Brandon & DJ Frank 
Wild, 9 p.m., $5. 


HIP-HOP 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Mix- 
tape Wednesday,” w/ resident DJs Strategy, 
Junot, Herb Digs, & guests, 9 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. 
Rozanne Gewaar, 7 p.m. 





Undiluted Sax 


SFJAZZ COLLECTIVE 


John Abbott 


Performing the songs of Joe Henderson, 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 23, 


through Sunday, Oct. 26, at the SFJAZZ Center. $45-$65; sfjazz.org 


It’s easy for conversations about jazz to focus only on big names that even the casual listener can have an opinion 
about — and John Coltrane, in particular, cast a long, inimitable shadow over the vast pool of tenor saxophone play- 
ers who came before and after him. Among these was Joe Henderson, a member of Horace Silver’s Song For My Fa- 
ther quintet, whose rich body of work, both as a sideman and lead, is marked by his “undiluted approach” to hard 
bop, post-bop, soul-jazz, and Latin jazz. From the early ’70s through his death in 2001, the four-time Grammy winner 
lived in San Francisco, where he helped shape the annual SFJAZZ Festival. The SFJAZZ Collective will perform a se- 
ries of shows dedicated to Henderson, featuring new arrangements of his tunes as well its own original compositions. 


Gary Moskowitz 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Cafe Divine: 1600 Stockton, San Francisco. Craig 


Ventresco & Meredith Axelrod, 7 p.m., free. 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Griffin 


House, 8 p.m., $18-$20. 


Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. The 


Strumbellas, The Daze & Nights, Emily McLean, 
8 p.m., $8-$10. 

Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco. The California 
Sons, 9:30 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, 


Eric Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 
7 p.m., free; free. 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco. “Cat's 


Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 


Junk Parlor, Jitterbug Riot, 9:30 p.m., $5 


CONCERTS 


WEDNESDAY 10/22 


Ab-Soul: W/ Bas, EarthGang, Fashawn, 8 p.m., 
$25-$27. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, 
San Francisco. 

Dale Earnhardt Jr. Jr.: W/ Miniature Tigers, Madi 
Diaz, 8 p.m., $20-$29 advance. The Fillmore, 
1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Kat Edmonson: W/ Benjamin Winter & The Make 
Believe, 8 p.m., $20. Great American Music 
Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

S.F. Opera: Un Ballo in Maschera (A Masked Ball): 
7:30 p.m., $25-$370. War Memorial Opera 
House, 301 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ guest conductor & pianist 
Christian Zacharias, 8 p.m., $15-$154. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 


THURSDAY 10/23 


The Afghan Whigs: W/ Joseph Arthur, 8 p.m., 
$35-$47. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San 
Francisco. 

Alice Russell: 8 p.m., $25-$35. Jewish Commu- 
nity Center of San Francisco, 3200 California, 
San Francisco. 

Jimmy Buffett & The Coral Reefer Band: 7:30 
p.m., $43.85-$143.85 advance. UC Berkeley, 
Greek Theatre, Gayley & University, Berkeley. 

Markéta Irglova: W/ Rosi Golan, 8 p.m., $28. 
Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 Columbus, San 
Francisco. 

Metronomy: W/ Dawn Golden, Li Xi, 8 p.m., 
$27.50-$30. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 
Sutter, San Francisco. 

Placebo: W/ The Moth & The Flame, 7:30 p.m., 
$35-$47 advance. The Masonic, 1111 California, 
San Francisco. 

S.F. Opera: Tosca: 7:30 p.m., $25-$370. 7:30 
p.m., $25-$370. War Memorial Opera House, 
301 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ guest conductor & pianist 
Christian Zacharias, 2 p.m., $15-$154. W/ 
guest conductor Alexander Barantschik, 
featured violinist Dan Carlson, and featured 
pianist Robin Sutherland, 8 p.m., $15-$158. 
Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San 
Francisco. 

SFJAZZ Collective: Playing the music of Joe 
Henderson, 7:30 p.m., $25-$65. SFJAZZ 
Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 

Trampled by Turtles: W/ Elephant Revival, 8 
p.m., $29.50. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 
Telegraph, Oakland. 

Windsbach Boys Choir: 2 p.m., free. Grace 
Cathedral, 1100 California, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY 10/24 


Bonobo (DJ set): W/ Dark Sky (DJ set), Jeremy 
Sole, 9 p.m., sold out. The Regency Ballroom, 
1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 

Foreverland’s Thriller Halloween Ball: W/ Hot 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


advance. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. 
Terry Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Nick Rossi 
Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Fran- 
cisco. Clairdee: “Timeless Music,” 7 p.m., $15. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. The Cosmo 
Alleycats featuring Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 
p.m., free. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Dave Parker Quartet, 8 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 


Einstein, 9 p.m., $22. Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 
Columbus, San Francisco. 

Foxygen: W/ Dub Thompson, 9 p.m., $22.50- 
$32.50 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 
San Francisco. 

Kazuhito Yamashita: 7:30 p.m., $30-$40. San 
Francisco Conservatory of Music, 50 Oak, 
San Francisco. 

Little Dragon: W/ Shy Girls, 8 p.m., $29.50. Fox 
Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 

S.F. Opera: Partenope: 7:30 p.m., $25-$323. 
War Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, 
San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ guest conductor & pianist 
Christian Zacharias, 6:30 p.m., $15-$154. 
Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San 
Francisco. 

SFJAZZ Collective: Playing the music of Joe 
Henderson, 7:30 p.m., $25-$65. SFJAZZ 
Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 

Tennis: W/ Pure Bathing Culture, 9 p.m., $16. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco. 

Windsbacher Knabenchor: W/ Pacific Boyhoir 
Academy, 7:30 p.m., $12-$20. First Congre- 
gational Church - Berkeley, 2345 Channing, 
Berkeley. 


SATURDAY 10/25 


Alter Bridge: W/ California Breed, Like a Storm, 
8 p.m., $25-$35. Warfield Theatre, 982 
Market, San Francisco. 

Bridge School Benefit Concert 2014: W/ Neil 
Young, Pearl Jam, Florence & The Machine, 
Brian Wilson, Tom Jones, Soundgarden, 
Puss n Boots, Band of Horses, Pegi Young 
& The Survivors, 5 p.m., $35-$172 advance. 
Shoreline Amphitheatre, 1 Amphitheatre, 
Mountain View. 

Clarion Alley Mural Project 16th Annual Block 
Party: W/ Sin Nombre, Radio Shack, Sellassie, 
Bochay, Cosmic Toilet, V.E.X., Nofauxgiven, 
Shiurs/Please, Hazzard's Cure, Young Lovers, 
Grandma's Boyfriend, Dark Materials, DB 
Leonard, Be Calm Honcho, Loco Tranquilo, 
Ancient Wing, Russell E.L. Butler, Assategue, 
Tom Heyman, Sonny Smith, more, 1la.m., free. 
Clarion Alley, btwn Mission & Valencia, 17th 
& 18th Sts, San Francisco. 

Cypress String Quartet: 8 p.m., $50. Kan- 
bar Performing Arts Center, 44 Page, San 
Francisco. 

Delta Spirit: W/ Sacco, Deep Sea Diver, 9 p.m., 
$25-$35 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 
San Francisco. 

Foreverland's Thriller Halloween Ball: W/ Rusty 
Cage, 9 p.m., $22. Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 
Columbus, San Francisco. 

KMEL Legends of Summer Jam: W/ T.I., E-40, 
Bone Thugs-N-Harmony, Twista, Mystikal, 
Juvenile, Mannie Fresh, more, 7 p.m., $35- 
$146.75 advance. Oracle Arena, 7000 Coli- 
seum, Oakland. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ guest conductor Alexander 


San Francisco. Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 
6:30-1:30 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. 
“Baobab!,” timba dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 
10 p.m., $5. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. 
“Bachatalicious,” 8:30 p.m., $5-$10. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco. Giraldo Piloto & Klimax, 8 p.m., $30. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. J.W. 
Jones, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Big Bones & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 


Barantschik, featured violinist Dan Carlson, 
and featured pianist Robin Sutherland, 8 
p.m., $15-$158. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 
Van Ness, San Francisco. 

SFJAZZ Collective: Playing the music of Joe 
Henderson, 7:30 p.m., $25-$65. SFJAZZ 
Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 


SUNDAY 10/26 


Bridge School Benefit Concert 2014: W/ Neil 
Young, Pearl Jam, Florence & The Machine, 
Brian Wilson, Tom Jones, Soundgarden, 
Puss n Boots, Band of Horses, Pegi Young 
& The Survivors, 2 p.m., $35-$172 advance. 
Shoreline Amphitheatre, 1 Amphitheatre, 
Mountain View. 

Jaheim: 8 p.m., $49.50-$72.50. Warfield The- 
atre, 982 Market, San Francisco. 

Richard Goode: 3 p.m., $32-$76. UC Berkeley, 
Zellerbach Hall, 2430 Bancroft, Berkeley. 
Roberto Fonseca: 8 p.m., $25-$35. SFJAZZ 

Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 

S.F. Opera: Tosca: 2 p.m., $25-$370. 2 p.m., 
$25-$370. War Memorial Opera House, 301 
Van Ness, San Francisco. 

SFJAZZ Collective: Playing the music of Joe 
Henderson, 3 p.m., $25-$65. SFJAZZ Center, 
201 Franklin, San Francisco. 

Steven's Traphouse Party: W/ Steven Fernandez 
(aka Baby Scumbag), DJ Amen (in the Sutter 
Room), 3 p.m., $20-$50. The Regency Ball- 
room, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 

Suicide Silence: W/ The Black Dahlia Murder, 
Chelsea Grin, Alterbeast, 7:30 p.m., $22.50- 
$32.50 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 
San Francisco. 

Timeflies: W/ Kap Slap, 8 p.m., $25-$27. The Re- 
gency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 


MONDAY 10/27 


The Janoskians: W/ Blush, Eric Dash, 7:30 p.m., 
$25-$35 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 
San Francisco. 

Phish: 7:30 p.m., sold out. Bill Graham Civic 
Auditorium, 99 Grove, San Francisco. 

Puss n Boots: Featuring Norah Jones, Sasha 
Dobson, and Catherine Popper, 8 p.m., $25. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco. 

Warpaint: W/ Lolawolf, 8 p.m., $25-$27. The Re- 
gency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 


TUESDAY 10/28 


Betty Who: W/ Joywave, Great Good Fine OK, 
8 p.m., $20-$29 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 
Geary, San Francisco. 

Bob Dylan: 8 p.m., $55.50-$129.50. Paramount 
Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland. 

Broken Bells: 8 p.m., $36-$48.50 advance. 
The Masonic, 1111 California, San Francisco. 

Phish: 7:30 p.m., sold out. Bill Graham Civic 
Auditorium, 99 Grove, San Francisco. 
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10PM—-4AM 


WITH LIVE PERFORMANCES BY 


AM RAUR, ce lek aca- 
BOB MOSES « THE RANGE 


OTHER PERFORMANCES BY 


ATISH * THE WHOOLIGAN (SOULECTION) 
TRILL TEAM 6 / SICK SAD WORLD °¢ MATT 
HUBERT * BOGL vs DIALS ¢ JUSTIN MILLA 


BELISVER - DJ BALANCE * CHAD SALTY * DRIPMOB 
EITCh + KIMMY LE FUNK «+ KILO G ¢ MIKE TEEZ 


LIMITED NUMBER OF TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 1015.COM °* THIS EVENT IS 21+ - COSTUMES PREFERRED 
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The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Lara 


Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Hope- 


John, 9 p.m., $5-$7; $3. 


at Price, 9:30 p.m. less Jack & The Handsome Devil, Sweetwater Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘‘My So-Called 
Li Black, The Slow Poisoner, 9 p.m., $8-$10. Night," ‘90s dance party with VJs Jorge Terez 
The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. & Becky Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

THURSDAY 10/23 Con Bro Chill, Intergalactix, 8 p.m., $15. The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “iPan 

2. The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Dulce!,” 9 p.m., $5; free. 
ROCK Enemy You, Civil War Rust, The Restless Hearts, | Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Class 
~~ . ; ; : ; 10 p.m., $6. of ‘84," w/ DJs Damon, Steve Washington, 
Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Tino Drima, —_¢ F Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. Sasquatch, Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 

aco 9 p.m., S7-S10. . White Dynomite, Blackwiilf, 9 p.m., $8. before 9:30 p.m.). 
WWW. THEI INDEPENDENTS F. COM Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. ‘’X0," 10 
Mineral, Into It. Over It., Megafauna, 9 p.m., p.m., $5. 
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SF SHETCHFEST PRESENTS: 
COMEDY NIGHT AT THE INDY 
PARTIALLY SEATED 


BRIDGET EVERETT 
FEAT. HANK AND CUPCA 


MINERAL 
OVER IT., HOLIDAY FF 













MORPOCT 27 : 
€QURAL ALBERTA ADVANTAGE 
JULY TALK 








LA MISA NEGRA 


WED, OCT 29 

THE PREATURES 
RCA WAVES 

THU, OCT 30 

POND 

DOCTOPUS, PETER BIBBY 

FRE OCT 31 

Hill LOWEEN! 
FREEMAN 

ARC IRIS 

SAT, MOY | 

SF STATION PRESEMTS 
THE BUG FEAT. MANGA 
WOLF EYES, CREEPERS 


SUN, NOY 2 


SF SWETCHFEST PRESENTS: 
COMEDY MIGHT AT THE INDY 
PARTIALLY SEATED 


CAMERON ESPOSITO 
WON, NOV 2 


BUCKCHERRY 
OTHERWISE 


TUL, NOV 4 


DALEY 
CONNER YOUNGBLOOD 


SAI, NOV & 


MARIACHI EL BRONX 
TURLANA PALM THERS 
POUNDED BY THE SURF 


SUM, NOV 9 
MIRAH 

YES WAY 
TUE, NOV 11 


HISS GOLDEN 
MESSENGER 

PHIL COOK 

THU, NOV 13 & FRI NOV 14 
TWO NIGHTS! 


SEAN HAYES 
ERIC + ERICA 


sold out. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco. The Blank Tapes, The Soft Bombs, 
Exquisite Corps, Cellar Doors, 8:30 p.m., $7. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Heartsounds, 
Anchors, Point of View, 8 p.m., $5. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Lorelle 
Meets the Obsolete, Carlton Melton, David 
Novick, 8:30 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Bonobo 
(DJ set), Desert Dwellers, Sixis, 10 p.m., $28- 
$30. 

Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., San Francisco. 
Crookers, Ray.Vs, Vice Verza, 9:30 p.m., $10- 
$20 advance. 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station 


EXCITEMENT 


STARTS 


Club X: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. ‘The Crib," 18+ 
LGBT dance party, 9:30 p.m., $10, 18+. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco. ‘8bitSF," 
w/ Wizwars, 1000 Needles, William S. Braintree, 
Mr. Smith, Pyramidhead, VJ Noukon, VJ VCO 
Vault, 8 p.m., $8-$11. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Hi Life,” 
w/ resident DJs Pleasuremaker & Izzy*Wize, 
9:30 p.m., $6. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Night Fever,” 9 p.m., $5 after 10 p.m. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. “Lights 
Down Low,” w/ Big Freedia, Double Duchess, 
Saturn Rising, Workalook, Angor Republic, 9 
p.m., $20. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. J.Phlip, 
Monty Luke, DJ M3, 9 p.m., $10. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. ‘““electroQute,” 
9 p.m. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. “Torq,” 
w/ Tommy Trash, Wax Motif, 9 p.m., $20-$50 
advance. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. “Big Fun,” w/ 
Yousef, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Future 
Flavas,” w/ DJ Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. 
“Peaches,” w/ lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady 
Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 
10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. The 
Kentucky Twisters, 8 p.m., free. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Lewis 
Watson, Tim Cohen, 8 p.m., $15-$17. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Fran- 
cisco. Devon McClive & Sons, 9 p.m. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Toss 
the Feather, 9 p.m. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. ‘The Britgrass 
Invasion," w/ Belle Monroe & Her Brewglass 
Boys, The T Sisters, Rusty Stringfield, The 
Beauty Operators, American Nomad, more, 
8 p.m., $15. 


JAZZ 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Belinda 
Blair, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Steve Lucky 
& The Rhumba Bums, 7:30 p.m. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Shannon Wolfe & Grant Levin, 8:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Charlie Siebert & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Marinade, 
9 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco. “La 
Roomba,” salsa & bachata dance party, Fourth 
Thursday of every month, 8 p.m., $10. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 


BrazilVox, 8 p.m. 
Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Latin Breeze, 8 p.m. 
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Audio-Mapping the State 


THE BLANK TAPES 


With Soft Bombs, Exquisite Corps, and more, 
8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 23, at Brick and Mortar 
Music Hall. $10; brickandmortarmusic.com 


The brainchild of artist/musician/quintessential California dude Matt Ad- 
ams, alongside a rotating cast of two dozen or so collaborators, The Blank 
Tapes execute lo-fi garage-pop with a combination of grit and earnestness 
that all too often goes missing from the genre. Adams’ latest, Hwy. 9, isa 
40-track behemoth roughly a decade in the making, recorded (per his 
usual) to 8-track cassette in living rooms, basements, and closets through- 
out Oakland, S.F., and L.A. What began as a concept album to accompany a 
comic storybook (one he hopefully still makes someday) is now a psyche- 
delic soundtrack to a cartoony, coastal existence, with songs for the fog en 
route to Santa Cruz, the bleached-out beaches of Orange County, and ev- 


erything in between. Emma Silvers 


BLUES 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
Bill Phillippe, 5:30 p.m., free. 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Dave 
Specter, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Tom Bow- 
ers, 4 p.m.; Cathy Lemons, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco. 
LSG New Music Series, w/ Dani Cardevore & 
Mark E. Miller, Ear Spray, Ricardo D’Orlando, 
8 p.m., $6-$10. 


SOUL 


Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Fran- 
cisco. Martha Wash, Oct. 23-24, 8 p.m., $35-$50. 


FRIDAY 10/24 
ROCK 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
The Grandpa Paws, The Yes-Go's, Jet Trash, 
Spider Heart, Ice Cream, 8 p.m. 

Amoeba Music: 1855 Haight, San Francisco. Tennis, 
6 p.m., free. 

Bindlestiff Studio: 185 Sixth St., San Francisco. 
Little Person, 7:30 p.m., $10. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Francisco. Guantanamo Baywatch, Pookie & 
The Poodlez, bAd bAd, 9 p.m., $8-$10. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Tith St., San Francisco. As Blood 
Runs Black, Rings of Saturn, Upon This Dawning, 
Elitist, The Convalescence, on the Above DNA 
stage, 7 p.m., $13-$15. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Porch, 
Brubaker, Hurry Up Shotgun, 9:30 p.m., $10. 
Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Mega- 

fauna, Disastroid, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Angry 
Amputees, Get Dead, ToyGuitar, Lazerwolf, 
9 p.m., $10. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. The City: S.F. 
Sounds, w/ Kingsborough, The Dirty Picture, 7 
p.m., free with RSVP. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Slowness, Cre-scen-do, Big Surr, 9:30 p.m., $8. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Allo Darlin’, 
The Hot Toddies, The Tropics, 9 p.m., $12-$14. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Bay Area 
Science Festival Opening Party, w/ The Phe- 
nomenauts, Crashfaster, Physics Circus, DJs 
Big Dwayne & Another Jerk, 9 p.m., $15. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Rock 
the Ship: The Pirates Press 10-Year Anniversary 
Pre-Party, w/ Harrington Saints, Argy Baray, 
Reducers S.F., Custom Fit, 9:30 p.m., $15. 


DANCE 
Audio Discotech: 316 lith St., San Francisco. >> 
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BLACK VEIL BRIDES 
FALLING IN REVERSE 
SET IT OFF * DRAMA CLUB 
NOVEMBER 3 


DROPKICK MURPHYS 
BLOOD OR WHISKEY 
SYDNEY DUCKS ¢ BRYAN MCPHERSON 


NOVEMBER 4 


CROWDER 
ALL SONS & DAUGHTERS « CAPITAL KINGS 
NOVEMBER 4 





BOY & BEAR 
REUBEN AND THE DARK 
NOVEMBER 1 


DECAPITATED * AMERICAN SHARKS 
NOVEMBER 5 





B.o.B & KEVIN GATES NEW FOUND GLORY 





NOVEMBER 2 WE ARE THE IN CROWD RUSSELL PETERS RAC 
FIREWORKS ¢ BETTER OFF NOVEMBER 12 & 16 THE KNOCKS « SPEAK 
NOVEMBER 7 NOVEMBER 15 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM 


THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 
1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER 


@THEWARFIELD WARFIELD THEWARFIELD 
@REGENCYBALLROOM REGENCYBALLROOM /ff_}] THEREGENCYBALLROOM 
@GOLDENVOICESF GOLDENVOICESF GOLDENVOICESF 
Piles 
; = MONSTER 
ee aalie@d] GoLpeNvoice.com Get tickets at AXS.com Sea © oe SOUND 
OR CALL 888-929-7849 as —- 
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Martin Roth, Anwalter, Ryan Russell, 9:30 p.m., 
$10-$20 advance. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ““Manimal,"’ 
9 p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Boy 
Bar," 9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Dark 
Shadows vs. Violator,” w/ DJs Daniel Skellington, 
Melting Girl, Owen, and Porter, 9:30 p.m., $8 
($5 before 10 p.m.). 

The Factory: 525 Harrison, San Francisco. “20th 
Annual Freaker's Ball,"" w/ Random Rab, Kill 
Frenzy, Liberation Movement, Christian Martin, 
Worthy, DJ Tracy, Jeno, KMLN, VNDMG, Shawna, 
Smasheltooth, Nico Luminous, The Pirate, Little 
John, Dax, many more, 9 p.m., $20-$25 advance. 

The Grand Nightclub: 520 Fourth St., San Fran- 
cisco. “We Rock Fridays,” 9:30 p.m. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Gorgon City, My Nu Leng & LXURY, Vin Sol, 9 
p.m., sold out. 


’ PUBL 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“| D the ‘90s," w/ DJs Samala, Teo, Mr. Grant, 
& Sonny Phono, Fourth Friday of every month, 
9 p.m., $5. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“F-Style Fridays,” w/ DJ Jared-F, 9 p.m. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Rifiis 
du Sol, Hermitude, DJ Aaron Axelsen, 9 p.m., 
$15-$20. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “Set,” w/ Chris 
Fortier, Lisa Rose, Zita Molnar, Zoe Nicole, 9 
p.m., $5-$10 advance. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Paco Osuna, 
Fer BR, John Kaberna, Rooz, 9 p.m., $12-$20. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Raven," 
w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

San Francisco Belle: Pier 3, San Francisco. Sunset 
Halloween Costume Boat Party, w/ Apollonia, 
Dan Ghenacia, Shonky, Dyed Soundorom, Galen, 
Solar, J-Bird, 5-11 p.m., $65-$75 advance. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Pierce Fulton, 


CWORICS 


Thld SATURDAY 


MOODYMANN 


KDJ - DETROIT 


24 Fl 
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MAIN ROOM 


PACO OSUNA 
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Brazzabelle, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Ivor 
Collins, 8 p.m. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco. Shawn Mullins, Max Gomez, 8 p.m., 
$28-$32. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Emily 
Asher's Garden Party, 6:30 p.m. 

Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Mean 
to Me, Fourth Friday of every month, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

Bartlett Hall: 242 O'Farrell, San Francisco. Terry 
Disley Late Show Trio, 10:30 p.m., free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Chuck 
Peterson Quintet, Fourth Friday of every month, 


ALL SHOWS ALL AGES 


CARNIVAL OF DEATH 
gepelel tt 
FEATURING 


SUFFOCATION & 
KATAKLYSM 


LIGABUE 
(AN EVENING WITH...) 


AS BLOOD RUNS BLACK 
W/ RINGS OF SATURN, 
UPON THIS DAWNING 


on Nog le 
& THE RABID WHOLE 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


BAD RABBITS 
W/ SOLWAVE, JEZ DIOR, RIO RIO 


ALL HALLOW’S EVE 


INTRONAUT 
W/ ANCIIENTS, CONNOISSEUR 


e7.¥ 4 
W/ POWWOWW, WITOWMAKER 


POINT BREAK LIVE! 
(EARLY AND LATE SHOWS!) 


SKANDALISM 

W/ NEVEREADY, 

THE SKUNKADELICS, 
JOKES FOR FEELINGS 


NEKROGOBLIKON 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


SINGLE MOTHERS 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


DEATH (DTA TOURS) 
W/ OBITUARY, MASSACRE, 
RIVERS OF NIHIL 


THE FLAVA BLUE 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


ABNEY PARK 
W/ JOLLIGOOD UNLIMITED, 
VERNIAN PROCESS 


DEAD SARA 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT MUSIC 


5:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation per adult. 
Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Steve Lucky 
& Carmen Getit Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. 
Rova Sax Quartet: ‘Garden of Memory Redux,” 
8 p.m., $20-$30. 
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Jules Broussard & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Lorna K, 6 
p.m., free; Zach Hash, 9 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Sharman Duran, 7:30 p.m., $8. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Sebastian Parker Quartet, 9 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 
9 p.m., $10. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Somos el Son, 10 p.m. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
GPS, 7:30 p.m., $15-$20. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Dave 
Specter, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $22. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Willie G, 7:30 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Jose 
Simioni, 4 p.m.; Steve Freund, 9:30 p.m. 


FUNK 
The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Katdelic, 


3200 24th Street @ S. Val ved 


|. 413-990-7510. 
Mon-Fri 17AM-2AM ¢ Sat-Sun SAM-2AM 


SILQCL $ 


CLOTHING SUPERSTORE 


PANY) 
SUITS 


Salew » Rentals 
EXC the Clothing 
hor the “Stars” 


2566 MISSION ST. 


(BETWEEN 19TH & 20TH) 
SAN FRANCISCO 


415.824.7729 


WWW.ZOOTSUITSTORE.COM 
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The Bouncing Souls 
play Thee Parkside 
Saturday, Sept. 25. 


343) 


THU OCTOBER 23 - SPI 


2 & 


FRI OCTOBER 24 - SPI 


HERMITUDE,POPSCENE 


WED OCTOBER 29 - SPI 


SAT OCTOBER 31 - SPM 


=) 


WOLFGANG GARTNER 
COMMON KINGS 
DAEDELUS 

REBIRTH BRASS BAND 
THE GREEN WITH JBO0G 
RUN THE JEWELS 

PETER HOOK & THE LIGHT 
FRED FALEE recwent mice 
CREAM OF BEAT REUNION 
HOT CHIP (0) SET) 


VE T7TCWIMESE COW 1416 695 BRR 12) * 
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SIRALDO PILOTO & KLIM 
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TUE OC 
TOMMY IGOE GROOVE C SONSPIRACY 
feat. Drew Zingg 





























FRI, OCT 31 


An NEVORINE with AMEL LARRIEUX 

















As of November 1, 
We will no longer be 


Yoshi’s San Francisco. 
Please join our new email list at 


SAT-SUN, NOV 1-2 


PONCHO SANCHEZ and His Latin Jazz Band 


WED-THU, NOV 5-6 


HERB ALPERT & LANI HALL 


FOR INFO AND TICKETS 


yoshis.com/sanfrancisco 415-655-5600 
1330 Fillmore St. SF 


DJ Kevvy Kev, 9 p.m., $15. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Fourth Fridays Freestyle Fiesta with MSK.fm, 
Fourth Friday of every month. 


SOUL 


Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Fran- 


cisco. Martha Wash, Oct. 23-24, 8 p.m., $35-$50. 


SATURDAY 10/25 


ROCK 


Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco. Blown 
to Bits, High & Tight, DickWolf, Gathering in 
Solidarity for Bret Cushman, 10 p.m., $5-$100 
sliding scale. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Rock the Ship: The Pirates Press 10-Year Anni- 
versary Afterparty, w/ The Downtown Struts, 


DRINKS ¢ FOOD * MUSIC 
WED 10/22 8PM S15 ADV/ $20 DOOR 


CROSBY, NASH & FRIENDS 
FEAT MIKE SUGAR AND EZRA LIPP 
WITH MIKE + RUTHY 


THURS 10/23 8PM $17 ADV/ $19 DOOR 


ROBERT WALTER'S 20TH CONGRESS 
HOWELL DEVINE 


SAT 10/25 9PM $5 ADV/ $18 DOOR 


CHICAGO AFROBEAT PROJECT 
THE EARFUL 


SUN 10/26 7PM FREE 


MUSIC IN COMMON PRESENTS: 
FODFEST 


MON 10/27 8PM FREE 


OPEN MIC NIGHT WITH 
AUSTIN DELONE 


TUE 10/28 7PM FREE 


FREE SHOW WITH 
COLORADO NEW GRASS BAND 
MOUNTAIN STANDARD TIME 


WED 10/29 7PM FREE 
FREE SHOW WITH 
SUNDY BEST 


THURS 10/30 7PM $12 ADV/ $15 DOOR 


ROSIE MCGEE 
AUTHOR/PHOTOGRAPHER OF DANCING WITH 
THE DEAD-PHOTO SHOW & BOOK SIGNING: 


MUSIC BY THE INCUBATORS 
FEAT STU ALLEN 


FOR PRIVATE EVENTS EMAIL: AARON@SWMH.COM 
19 CORTE MADERA AVENUE MILL VALLEY, CA 


The Workin’ Stiffs, 9 p.m., $15. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Truth & 
Salvage Co., Sean Rowe, 9 p.m., $15. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Satan, 
Slough Feg, Magic Circle, Space Vacation, 9 
p.m., $20. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Hal- 
loween Covers Show with Peachelope, The 
Tet Holiday, Th Mrcy Hot Sprngs, Banditos, 
9 p.m., $7. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. The Hang- 
over Brigade, Blisses B, Becca Richardson, 
Cassandra Farrar, 8 p.m. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Sit Kitty Sit, Puppet Radio, Black Valentine, 
9:30 p.m., $10. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 2183 
Mission, San Francisco. Isles, A City Dissolving, 
Drawing Heaven, Shankar's Beard, 8 p.m., $6. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Rock 
the Ship: The Pirates Press 10-Year Anniversary 


COSTUME CONTEST! 


SMASH-UP DERBY 


A PLUS D 
FAROFF - JIMI G 


COOKIE DOUGH « 
THE BAY AREA FLASH MOB 


Party, w/ Cock Sparrer, Bouncing Souls, Street 
Dogs, Bishops Green, Suede Razors, Bum City 
Saints, Smalltown, Lenny Lashley’s Gang of One, 
11:30 a.m., $35-$40. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 1ith St., San Francisco. 
“Modular,” w/ Ben Pearce, Monkey Safari, 
Pedro Arbulu, Benjamin Jorgens, 9:30 p.m., 
$10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 lith St., San Francisco. “Halloween 
Runway Massacre III," w/ Will Automagic, Nita 
Aviance, Juanita More, and more, 10 p.m., $25. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Iith St., San Francisco. “Hallow- 
een Booootie,”’ w/ Smash-Up Derby, A+D, Jimi G, 
Trevor Sigler, Joe Pickett, Jake Brower, Entyme, 
Ajax, Mario Muse, Adrienne Scissorhands, more, 
9 p.m., $20-$40. 

The Factory: 525 Harrison, San Francisco. “Mas- 
querotica: Carnaval Mystique,” w/ Mafia>> 


SQURERt 
TREVOR SIGLER, 
JOE PICKETT, JAKE BROWER 
TAMALE RINGWALD 


THE DANCING DEAD 


ENTYME & AJAX 


BLACKOUT 


MARIO MUSE & 
ADRIENNE SCISSORHANDS 


SATURDAY OCT 25 


LOUNGE 


375 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARIESON, SS 20+ w/ 
OPV EF TEES - 


BOD TIES? COON 
53) ADVANCE TUE @ OAALOUNMGE CON 
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LIVE MUSIC 7 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open DAILY 'til 2:00 am+) 
“HAPPY HOUR” Aha THRU SUNDAY 


4PM ‘til 8PM 
$4 WELLS/S4 DRAFTS /S2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 22 2014 $5 





(*4th Wednesday of Every Month*) 
with 
THURSDAY OCTOBER 23 2014 $7 


FRIDAY OCTOBER 24 2014 $10 ADV 


Rising stars recently signed by Capitol Records 
Plus From Brooklyn and L.A. 


(Hip Hop, Disco-Synth Soul) 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 25 2014 $18 ADV 


Plus 
SUNDAY OCTOBER 26 2014 FREE 


Locally-Sourced Organic Hip-Hop-For 
the People, By The People 


MONDAY OCTOBER 27 2014 FREE 


Spinning Psycho-Soul-OldSchool 
TUESDAY OCTOBER 28 2014 FREE 


WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 29 2014 $5 


Feat:*T 
Dance hall Zombies beware 
Zombies get in for Free! 


THURSDAY OCTOBER 30 2014 $7 


(members of LYRICS BORN, BOOKER T, 
ROBERT WALTER & ALPHABET SOUP) 


FRIDAY OCTOBER 31 2014 $15 ADV 


Feat: 


FRIDAY OCTOBER 24 2014 $15 
BooM BooM RooM Presents: 


SE WATDELIG es 
UBS DJ/KEVVY/KEV 4 
(@ The Chapel - Valencia Street) 


NEW FOOTBALL 
FREE Every Sunday! 
12pm-All Day 
3 Huge Projector Screens, Surround 
Sound, Drink Specials 
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Make-Out | Room 


OCT 22 9:30 PM -11:30 PM, $8 


PRETTIEST EYES (La) 
as ey) 


OCT 23 9:30 PM, FREE 


“SICK SOUNDS” 
pJS MEDIUM RARE, JODIE ARTICHOKE & Guests 
GARAGE, SOUL, GLAM, FREAKOUT, PSYCH, & MORE! 


OCT 24 6:00 PM - 10:00 PM, FREE 
SHAKE APPEAL: HAPPY HOUR 
GARAGE, SOUL, PSYCH, GLAM, ROCK'N'ROLL W/ DJS 
GALINE MODMOSELLE, OMAR PEREZ, 
BARON VON WEST, & VALENTINO 


10:00 PM - 2:00 AM, $5 
BOOM! SHAK-A-LAK-A 
FUNK, SOUL, DISCO, WAVE, SYNTH-POP, HIP- 
HOP, GROOVE, INTERNATIONAL 
DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 


OCT 25 10PM, $5 BEFORE 11PM, 
$10 AFTER10:00 PM - 2:00 AM 


EL SUPERRITMO 


DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, REGGAETON, 
SALSA BUENA Y MAS BAILABLES PA’ LAS NENAS 


7:00 PM - 9:30 PM, $12 


RED MEAT 
JOE & VICKI PRICE 


OCT 26 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM, FREE 


DONNELLE’S GHOST STORIES PARTY 
THE BARNEYS 


9:00 PM - 2:00 AM, $8 
SISTER MYSTERY EP RELEASE PARTY 
TBD 


OCT 27 9:00 PM, FREE 
420 MINUTES 


LIKE MTVS 120 MINUTES ON DRUGS. 
VJS, DJS, MORE! 


OCT 28 9:30 PM - 2:00 AM, FREE 


SLOW JAMS 


DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 
DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 


OCT 29 6:00 PM - 8:30 PM 
$5 DONATION FOR THE BENEFIT 
ONE BRICK SOCIAL 
w/ THE MUSTARD BROTHERS! 
RAFFLES, PRIZES! 


8:30 PM - 10:30 PM, $8 
BIG WEDNESDAY 


HOSTED BY JEREMY WHEAT 
A COMEDY SHOW WITH SOME VARIETY! 


10:30 PM, FREE 
INT'L FREAKOUT A-GO-GO! 

DJS SPECIAL LORD B., BEN BRACKEN, BOBBY GANUSH! 
60S 70S SOUL-FUNK-DISCO-POP-PSYCH FROM 
AROUND THE WORLD! COME HEAR WHAT'S 
BLOWING OUR MINDS 


OCT 30 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM, $8 


MALICE COOPER 
(ALICE COOPER TRIBUTE BAND) 
THE KILLER QUEENS 
(ALL-GIRL QUEEN TRIBUTE!) 
W/ DJS TO FOLLOW 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 


415-647-2888 « www.makeoutroom.com 





Kiss, Glitterfingerz, Syd Gris, Muppet Punk, 
DATgirl, Jocelyn, El Papa Chango, Delachaux, 
Dulce Vita, Kimba, Matt Kramer, Haus Serpens 
Cabaret, more, 9 p.m., $35-$100. 

Fat Grape Winery: 1080 Avenue M, San Francisco. 
“The Boombox Affair,” w/ Tyrel Williams, Sepehr, 
NDK, Ilya Galperin, Chris Orr, Larry Gonnello 
Jr., 1p.m., free. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. Holy Ghost! (DJ 
set), Justin Milla, 9 p.m., $15-$20 advance. 
The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Galaxy Radio,” w/ resident DJs Smac, Emils, 
Holly B, and guests, Fourth Saturday of every 

month, 9 p.m., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. ““Bounce!,” 
9 p.m., $3. 

Manor West: 750 Harrison, San Francisco. “Rock- 
star Saturdays: Halloween Edition,” w/ DJ 
Cobra, 10 p.m. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. “Halo: 
Circuit Costume Party,” w/ DJs Misha Skye & 
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Micky Friedmann, 9 p.m., $40-$50. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “On & On,” w/ Guy 
Gerber, Atish, Slee, 10 p.m., $20-$25 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “As You Like 
It," w/ Optimo, Gerd Janson, Suzanne Kraft, 
Rich Korach, 9 p.m., $20. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “JackHam- 
mer Disco," w/ Moodymann, Solar, Anthony 
Mansfield, 9 p.m., $15-$25 advance. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Raven,” 
w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. “Bardot A 
Go Go: Final Version Originale,” w/ DJs Brother 
Grimm, Pink Frankenstein, Cali Kid, and Alec 
Palao, 9 p.m., $10. 

Roccapulco Supper Club: 3140 Mission, San 
Francisco. “Dracula's Trap,” w/ Dirty Audio, 
UltraViolet, Sound It Out, FoxCity, more, 9 p.m., 
$20-$40 advance. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Rebecca 
& Fiona, 10 p.m., $15-$25 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Sadistic 
Saturdays,” w/ Michael Brandon & DJ Frank 
Wild, Fourth Saturday of every month, 10 p.m. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco. ‘‘Phoria Dark,” 
w/ Grube & Hovsepian, 9 p.m., $10 advance. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Dark 
Room: Drag Me to Hell,’ w/ Lady Bear, Lady 
Hyde, The Dark Dolls, The Vivid, DJ Dead Icons, 
9:30 p.m. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Sex Panther, 
10 p.m., $10 advance. 

Westin San Francisco Market Street: 50 Third 
St., San Francisco. ‘Halloween Massive: The 
Devil Inside,” w/ DJs Solarz, J-Trip, and E-20, 
9 p.m., $35+ advance. 


HIP-HOP 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco. Rey Resurreccion, J. Lately, Sayk- 
nowledge, Outbound, CaliMade, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Right?!?!: 
Biggie vs. Tupac / East Coast vs. West Coast,” 
w/ DJs Porter & Tomas Diablo, 9:30 p.m., $8. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Nice,” 
w/ DJ Apollo, Fourth Saturday of every month, 
10 p.m., $5. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“House Party,” w/ DJs Spank Bank, Honeyk- 
nuckles, and Ma Yeah, 9 p.m., $5 after 10 p.m. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. “Supa 
Steezy," w/ DJs Landol & Natural, Fourth 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 


Shee Sarkoside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS - Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
dN 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


FRIDAY, 10/24 - 9PM - $15 
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SUNDAY, 10/26 - 4PM - FREE 
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1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 





ACOUSTIC 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Rachael Yamagata, Hemming, 9 p.m., $20. 
The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. Matt Lax 

& Nearly Beloved, 9:30 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. 
Terrance Tony Ensemble, 8 p.m. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Dick 
Fregulia’s Good Vibes Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 
The Emerald Tablet: 80 Fresno, San Francisco. 
Madeline Eastman & Randy Porter Trio, 8 p.m., 

$10-$20 suggested donation. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco. Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Amendola vs. Blades, 7:30 p.m., $15-$20. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Mr. Lucky & The Cocktail Party, 9 p.m., free. 
The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 

Brian Ho, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Pascal Bokar Group, 7:30 p.m., $8. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. “Pura,” 
9 p.m., $20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Danilo y Universal, 10 p.m. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool 
Kyle, 10 p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

The Ramp: 855 Terry Francois, San Francisco. 
Orquesta La Clave, 5:15 p.m. 

SOMA StrEat Food Park: 428 11th St., San Fran- 
cisco. “Grove on the Road,” w/ LoCura, East Bay 
Brass Band, Dirty Cello, noon, free. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. “Club 
Fuego," 9:30 p.m. 

W San Francisco: 181 Third St., San Francisco. 
Halloween International Ball, Volume 1, w/ DJ 
Aykut, 9 p.m., $30+. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. 
Earl Thomas & The Blues Ambassadors, Last 
Saturday of every month, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $24. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Robert “Hollywood” Jenkins, 7:30 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Dave 
Workman, Fourth Saturday of every month, 
4 p.m.; Ron Hacker, Last Saturday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


San Francisco Community Music Center: 544 
Capp, San Francisco. Rent Romus'’ Life's Blood: 
The Otherworld Cycle, 8 p.m., $10-$15. 


FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Robert Walter's 20th Congress, 9:30 p.m., 
$18 advance. 


SUNDAY 10/26 


ROCK 


DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., San Francisco. Cyanotic, 
The Rabid Whole, Wasteful, 8:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Pat 
Thomas, Neighbors, Talkies, 8:30 p.m., $6. 

The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah, San Francisco. Emo 
Side Project, Tommy Boys, Toner, Commissure, 
7 p.m., $10. 
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Slim's: 333 Tith St., San Francisco. The Protomen, 
Urizen, 8 p.m., $16. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘Big Top," 
9 p.m. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. “Replay 
Sundays," 9 p.m., free. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘Dub 
Mission,” w/ DJ Wisdom, DJ Sep, Vinnie Esparza, 
9 p.m., $6 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. ‘Sun- 
daze,” 1 p.m., free before 3 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” 
w/ Flaco, Submorphics, Lukeino, Jamal, 10 
p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Sweater Funk,” 10 p.m., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Jock,” 
Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Bounce,” w/ DJ Just, 10 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Gigante,” 8 
p.m., free. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Cog- 


| Paige & The Thouse 
play Bottom of the Hi 
Sunday, Sept. 26 


nitive Dissonance,” Fourth Sunday of every 
month, 6 p.m. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,” 9:30 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Paige & The Thousand, Go by Ocean, Paula 
Frazer, 8 p.m., $10. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. | Am 
Love, Rosechild, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Fran- 
cisco. The Kentucky Twisters, 7 p.m. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Mountain 
Standard Time, Dusty Green Bones Band, 8 
p.m., $8. 

Viracocha: 998 Valencia, San Francisco. “Fog 
City Songwriters,” w/ Travis Hayes, Frankie 
Boots, Rivvrs, The Sam Chase, Field Medic, 
DonCat, Jason Perry Stevens, Lucas Ohio, 
Keyan Keihani, Liam Kyle Cahill, Blood & Dust, 
Spendthrift, 8 p.m., $10. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Josh 
Workman Quartet, 4:30 p.m. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Jinx Jones 
Jazz Trio, 7 p.m., free. 

Chez Hanny: 1300 Silver, San Francisco. Patrick 
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Wolff Sextet, 4 p.m., $20 suggested donation. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. The Bay 
Area Composers Big Band, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco. Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Savanna Jazz Jam with David Byrd, 7 p.m., 


$5, 


INTERNATIONAL 


Atmosphere: 447 Broadway, San Francisco. “Hot 
Bachata Nights,” w/ DJ El Guapo, 5:30 p.m., $10 
($18-$25 with dance lessons). 

Cafia Cuban Parlor & Cafe: 500 Florida, San 
Francisco. “La Havana,” 4 p.m. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Salsa Sundays, 
Second and Fourth Sunday of every month, 3 
p.m., $8-S10. 

The Ramp: 855 Terry Francois, San Francisco. 
Little Brazil, 4:35 p.m. 

Roccapulco Supper Club: 3140 Mission, San 
Francisco. “Vampires vs. Werewolves: Twilight 


‘ 
{i 


bed o 4% 


ae VE 
ee 


Matt Sartain 


Halloween Social,” w/ Salsamania, DJ Super 
Chino, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. 
Fantastic Negrito, 7 & 9 p.m., $20. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Jim Moore & Funktional Soul, 4 p.m. 

The Pour House: 1327 Polk, San Francisco. Blind 
Lemon Pledge, 7 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Joe & Vicki Price, 6 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues 
Power, 4 p.m.; The Door Slammers, Fourth 
Sunday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. 
Makino Takashi (performing live soundtracks 
to the films Space Noise and Phantom Nebula), 
Rubber 0 Cement, 7:30 p.m., $5-$10. 

The Lab: 2948 16th St., San Francisco. “Godwaffle 
Noise Pancakes,” w/ Dinosaurs with Horns, 
+D0G+, Damion Romero, Rule 19, Coagualtor, 
Zachary James Watkins, Dimmer, Chinese Fire 
Drill, noon. 

San Francisco Community Music Center: 544 
Capp, San Francisco. Rent Romus’ Life's Blood: 
The Otherworld Cycle, 3 p.m., $8-$10. 
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MUSIC 


MONDAY 10/27 


ROCK 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Raven, 


Hell Fire, Night Demon, 9 p.m., $10-$13. 
Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Corners, 
Drinking Flowers, The Videos, 9 p.m., $6. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Opulence,” 
9 p.m. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco. “Death 
Guild,” 18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe 
Radio, Melting Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“'M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays),” w/ DJ Gordo 
Cabeza & Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Wanted,” w/ 
DJs Key&Kite and Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 
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Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Vacationer, 
Brick + Mortar, 8 p.m., $16. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Earl 
Brothers, Fourth Monday of every month, 9 
p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open 
Mic with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
The Rural Alberta Advantage, July Talk, 8 
p.m., $18. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco. ‘““Acous- 
tic Bistro,” 7 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Peter 
Lindman, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Eugene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz 
Hot, 7 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
City Jazz Instrumental Jam Session, 8 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Tinari- 
wen, The Harpoonist & The Axe Murderer, 8 
p.m., $55-$60. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
SalsaCrazy Dance Night, w/ lessons by Evan 
Margolin, 7 p.m., $60/four weeks. 


REGGAE 
Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Sky- 
larking,” w/ 1&I Vibration, 10 p.m., free. 
BLUES 


Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco. ‘Fried 
Chicken & Blues,” 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. The 
Bachelors, 9:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY 10/28 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Haunted 
Summer, The Y Axes, Li Xi, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 
Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Black 
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Widows Gothic Strip Revue Halloween Extrav- 
aganza, w/ Roadside Memorial, RetConStruct, 
DJ Fact.50, 9 p.m., $10. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. The 
Sunpilots, All Roads, 8 p.m., $10. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Ruleta 
Rusa, Los Huaycos, TV.Static, DJ Up Yer Rash, 
9:30 p.m., $7. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & 
guests, 10 p.m., $2. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Time Warp Tuesdays,” w/ DJ Madison, 9 
p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Switch,” w/ 
DJs Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. 
“Shelter,” 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. MC 
Chris, MC Lars, Spose, 9 p.m., $12-$14. 

Slim's: 333 lth St., San Francisco. Jake Miller, T. 
Mills, Colette Carr, Bean, 8 p.m., $26. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. 
Songwriter in Residence: Judi Jaeger, 7 p.m. 
continues through. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco. O'Death, Guy Blakeslee, Stone Jack 
Jones, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Pegi 
Young & The Survivors, 8 p.m., $18-$20. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. “Shakes 
in San Francisco,” w/ 20 Minute Loop, Andrew 
St. James, John Howland & The North Beach 
All Stars, 8 p.m., $8-$10. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Xylouris 
White, 8:30 p.m., $12. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. 
Terry Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cafe Divine: 1600 Stockton, San Francisco. Chris 
Amberger, 7 p.m. 

Florence Gould Theater at the Legion of Honor: 
100 34th Ave., San Francisco. Jazz Voices of 
Poetry, w/ Clairdee, Nicolas Bearde, and the 
Ken French Quintet, 7:30 p.m., $25. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco. Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Lavay Smith 
& Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Nora Maki, 8 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. “Tues- 
day Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., 
$10-$12. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Tommy Igoe Groove Conspiracy, 8 p.m., $22. 


INTERNATIONAL 


F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Underground 
Nomads,” w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, 
and Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free 
before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
La Santa Cecilia, La Misa Negra, 8 p.m., $18-$20. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. ‘Bless Up,” 
w/ Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. “Bay 
City Blues,” w/ Chris Cain, 7 & 9 p.m., $20. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. G.G. 
Amos Duo, 5:30 p.m.; Powell Street Blues 
Band, 9:30 p.m. 
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SAVAGE LOVE } RINGS & THINGS 


By Dan Savage 


I'm a twentysomething married trans guy in an 
openish marriage. In the online hunt for a guy to 
have some aboveboard, under-the-sheets fun with, 
Irun into snags because I’m trans (I disclose on my 
profile) and because I’m married. I’m baby-step- 
ping my way toward an offline search for guys, go- 
ing to events hosted by the local gay pride center. 
I’ve been thinking of not wearing my wedding ring 
at these meet-ups, as I worry it says I'm taken and 
off-limits. Would it be dishonest for me to present 
as unmarried as long as I make it clear that I’m not 
looking for romance? 

Totally On-Limits Dude 


My response is likely to wind up on antigay 
websites, TOLD, so let me preface it with this: 
We only started hearing that monogamy wasn't 
just the cultural expectation/default setting for 
married couples but a crucial, essential, defini- 
tional element of marriage when same-sex cou- 
ples began to press for marriage rights. Married 
heterosexual swingers were fucking around 
(and recruiting other married heterosexuals 
into their “lifestyle,” a term swingers embrace!) 
decades before the marriage-equality move- 
ment got off the ground. And religious conser- 
vatives, while not fans of swinging, never 
argued that nonmonogamous heterosexual 
couples weren't really married or that they 
should be barred from marrying. So it seems 
that monogamy — like children and religion — 
only defines marriage when same-sex couples 
want to marry. 

Anyway, TOLD, you don’t have to be mar- 
ried to be monogamous or monogamous to 
be married — and most gay male couples, 
married or not, aren't monogamous. So go 
ahead and wear your wedding ring. While a 
wedding ring on a straight married man (or 
woman) will be assumed to mean “taken and 
off-limits,” the same assumption doesn’t ap- 
ply in the case of a married gay man. If some- 
one at one of the events you're attending 
is interested in you, he’s likely to flirt with 
you first and make polite inquiries about 
your marriage (Monogamous? Monogamish? 
Open? Poly?) second. Your trans disclosure 
is likelier to be the bigger deal — and a far 
bigger obstacle for most (but not all) gay men 
— than your wedding ring. Good luck. 


My husband recently admitted that he mastur- 
bates once a day, sometimes twice. My confusion 
stems from the fact that we have sex once a day, 
sometimes twice. We've had problems in the past 
with him staring at other women (everyone does 
it, but I do feel discretion in front of a spouse is re- 
quired) and with him wanting more novelty in bed 
(watch porn, wear lingerie, use toys). I’ve always 
had the higher libido and the more positive atti- 
tude toward sex in all of my relationships, but 
right now, I feel overwhelmed and, honestly, a lit- 
tle put off. I want to feel GGG again, but am hav- 
ing trouble. What do you think? 

Whence This Feeling? 


The guys you were with before you met your 
husband — all those sex-negative/less-sex-posi- 
tive guys with their lower-than-yours libidos — 
did you ever complain about them? Did you ever 
gripe to friends about always being the one who 
had to initiate? Did you ever think about writ- 
ing mea letter asking how to get those guys to 
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be a little more adventurous in bed? And now 
you re complaining about being with a guy who 
has a higher libido and who is just as sex-posi- 
tive as you are? My advice: Stop pathologizing 
your husband. You probably didn’t appreciate it 
when past partners made you feel like your li- 
bido was a problem. Your husband’s libido isn’t a 
problem either. If you're not interested in porn, 
lingerie, or toys, say so. But look on the bright 
side: You're lucky enough to be with a guy whose 
libido exceeds your own (for a change!), WTE, so 
your needs will never be neglected. Yahtzee. 


Iaman adult hetero woman, and I have a recur- 
ring fantasy that gives me pause. I was never 
abused as a child, and I have ABSOLUTELY NO 
sexual interest in children. However, in my fan- 
tasy, Iam 9 years old and being seduced by a gor- 
geous man in his 30s. It ends with us having 
intercourse. I don’t feel guilty — no harm done, af- 
ter all — but I do feel strange. Help me out: Fight 
the fantasy? Or is it okay? 

Kinky In Distress 


Youre not fantasizing about having sex with 
children — excuse me: You're not fantasizing 
about raping children — you're fantasizing 
about being a child who is “seduced” (read: 
raped) by a gorgeous man (read: a rapist). Your 
fantasy is unrealizable except through consen- 
sual “age play,” a kink that has not been linked 
to pedophilia. So while your fantasy is very 
deeply squicky (VDS), KID, no one is harmed 
when you indulge yourself in your VDS fantasy. 
But be careful with whom you share it, KID, lest 
you wind up attracting an actual pedophile 
(someone who wishes you were a 9-year-old 
girl) or repelling someone who can’t wrap his 
head around the essential harmlessness of your 
VDS fantasy. (Some recommended reading for 
you, KID: The Toybag Guide to Age Play by 
Bridgett “Lee” Harrington.) 


Now that fecal transplants are all the rage for cor- 
recting gut microflora imbalances, when are we go- 
ing to hear about the healing benefits of sharing 
anal toys? 

Sharing Is Caring, Kids 


The poop being used to treat microflora imbal- 
ances is “strained, centrifuged, and frozen,” ac- 
cording to a report in The New York Times. This 
medicinal-grade poop now comes in pill form, 
and researchers predict that these shit pills — 
administered orally — could save the lives of 
14,000 Americans every year. (I call on Presi- 
dent Obama to appoint a microflora imbalance 
czar.) Since the poop in your butt hasn’t been 
strained, centrifuged, and frozen — you would 
have to be the Felix Unger of scat fetishists to 
go to that kind of trouble — sharing anal toys is 
unlikely to provide the same health benefits to 
your partners. 

So the advice around plugs and other ass 
toys remains the same: No sharing during 
play, abort if santorum is present, wash toys 
with hot water and soap before reuse. How- 
ever, we may need to revise the insult “eat 
shit and die” in light of this new lifesaving/ 
shit-eating treatment. But telling someone 
to “eat shit and balance your microflora!” 
doesn’t have the same punch. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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